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J is proper to inform the reader, 


fonts time. She never ſuppoſed they would 


be made public, but put down. the ſenti- 
ments of her heart in the confidence of 
friendſhip. They were her firſt thoughts; 


for ſne never ſtudied them, nor wrote any of 
them twice over, and has very ſeldom al- 


tered a word in them. This may excuſe the 


inaccuracies which ſome perſons of a refined 


taſte may here find. Beſides they are not 


recommended as patterns of polite epiſtolary 
correſpondence. Their merit is of another 


kind. It conſiſts neither in the fineneſs of 
1 ner in the elegance of the 


AT. manner, 
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” that the perſon, who wrote the 
following letters, was a married - 
woman, and has been dead for 


„ P RE F ACE. 
manner, but in che goodneſs of the” ſenti- 
ment; which few [PIG 9% fewer 


— 


If. you aſk, Why then do you print them. 
if they wall, not be generally, well Fgceiyed ? 
It, was ta obligk ſeveral friends of the de- 
ceaſed. When theſe letters fell into their 
hands, they found great profit and delight 
in the peruſal, of them, and they believed 

others might find the ſame, and therefore 
they requeſted the publication, and Pre- 
vailed. Whether it was right, or not, every 
reader will judge for. himſelf; but that he 


may not judge raſh judgment, he ſhould 


conſider the motives upon which they acted. 
They firſt deſired the publication, becauſe 
they thought it would be for God's glory. 
In the letters taken together there is a gene- 
ral view of. God's gracious promiſes, and of 
his faithfulneſs and truth in fulfiling them, 
 whereby.it appears that Jeſus Chriſt is the 
ſame yeſterday, to day, and for ever. He 
has engaged in his word to do many things 
for his people in the preſent life, the expe- 
rience of which very for expect or feek tor, 
and 


P R Et * A 0 E. Fo 
and thereby they deprive themſelves af the 
greateſt comforts of the goſpel: whereas 
they that have expected and ſought for pre- 
ſent ſalvation, have found that not one tittle 
has failed of all the good things which God 
their Saviour had promiſed: all are come to 
paſs, and not- one thing has failed thereof. 
The candid reader will find many excellent 
obſervations upon this particular running 
through theſe letters, tending to the honour 
of that God, who glories in keeping mercy - 
for thouſands, and in being wo! 2 * 2 
to e a fins. + Putin -* 


"Theres was /abothiet reaſon, which bd G | 
. with the friends of the deceaſed. They 
had found benefit from the peruſal of theſe 
letters, and therefore they hoped that others 
who were in the ſame frame and temper of 
mind with themſelves might be profited / 
the ſame means. Whoever reads them, and is 
no better for it, ſhould not be offended with , - 
us for. liking them, any more than he ſhould 
be angry with grown men, becauſe they 
have left off eating milk, and are now de- an | 
ſirous of. ſtrong meat. | 


| Fo | e 


There was alſo a third reaſon.” They had 
not met with any thing of this kind. They 


deennce carried on by two perſons upon a re- 


ligious plan, in order to watch over one 
anothers ſoul; If ſuch a thing there be, it 
had not fallen in the courſe of their reading. 
The greateſt part of theſe letters are of this 
religious kind of correſpondence: they were 
written to perſons who had deſired the deceaſed 
to look narrowly into their lives and conver- 
ſations, and ta deal honeſtly with them, by 
inſtructing, reproving, and correcting them 
in love. The acquainting the ſerious part 
of gnankind'of ſuch a thing it is hoped may 
have its uſe: for wherever it has lately been 
put in practice, it has been found extremely 
uſeful, as it might be expected from the di- 
vine command — Exbort one another daily. 


After they were determined by theſe rea- 
Ons to print the following papers, it was 
intended to have given a character of their 
author; but this was laid aſide, becauſe the 
letters lay open the ſecret ſprings of her 
wn more AYE FR any other vords can 

| do. 


5 PREFACE. vit 


do. To them we refer the baden He will. 
there find her true character better than we 


can draw it. And if the ſame ſpirit be in 


him, which was in the author, when ſhe 
wrote theſe letters, he will not only read 
them with profit, but will alſo be in poſſeſ- 
ſion of the greateſt happineſs he can have on 


this ſide of the grave. Reader, may thy 


letters, and thy life, and thy death be like 
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LETTERS 


Ts Mrs: * * * 4 


reel ou R * my: r friend, has 
® Y * * been a great blefling to me; that you 
wo ſhould write in the ſtyle you now do, 
Ne filled me with ſuch a ſenſe of mine own. 
unworthineſs, and of the goodneſs of God to me, 
that ĩt melted my ſtoney heart, and drew tears from 
mine eyes. Oh would the God I adore enable me 
to be of any help to you, how would my ſoul dilate 
in thankfulneſs. .. Bleſſed Redeemer, draw. us both, 
and ſo will we run after-thee. Oh Spixit of truth 
deſcend on thine unworthy ſervants, ;and -make us 
Fully ſenſible of the ſeal of our redemption ! Con- 
vince, us ſtill more deeply of our fins, and make us 


ſtill more fully to know, that they are waſhed away _ 


by the blood of Jeſus. Thou knoweſt the burdens 
we labour under, the diſſipations of our thoughts, | 
our ee in prayer, our ſpigitual. floth, and 
n A L "> 


12 
tl the hardneſs of our hearts, fur us up carnefffy 
to ſeek after the things of God, and fix our incon- 
fant minds. Thou knoweſt that we deſire (for this 
deſire comes from thee) that the love of the father 
may abide in our hearts. We beg thine aſſiſtance 
that we may eagerly ſeek after this love. Oh teach 
us the prayer of faith, and enable us conſtantly and 
undauntedly to preſs forward toward the mark of 
the prize of our high calling. Be thou our guide, 


be thou our 'comforter for e ever er ever. 1 12 
Amen. | 


What a taſk have you bi tal hon me ? I watch 
over you! I your guide! This quite overcomes. 
me. I cannot beat it. Oh, my love, there is no 
one ſo much wants à guide and a director as I do. 
Sure this letter of yours was particularly deſigned 
by providence to humble me; but unworthy as I 
am, I will by the grace of God ſtrive to do every 
thing you deſire of me: but then you muſf return 
the ſame to me, and take me into the number 
of thoſe you watch. over. Let us go hand in 

band in theſe paths which lead to everlaſting life. 
What ſhall I fay to quicken your ſteps ? Tt was faid 
= v0 me fince I faw you, by Mr. * I hope ſtill 
8 to have a great deal more'pleafure from you, by 

„ ſeeing you prefs forward.” Think theſe * | 
were addrefſed to you by the ſame perſon. Oh 
what a blefling of God accompanies the words of 
one who is uniformly chriſtian, of one who ſpends 


0 


Hints fs. I 
and is ſpent for the ſervice of his wmakter, of one 
who has no one view but the glory of God and the 
ſalvation of fouls. Who would not ſtrive. 

to follow ſo bright an example? The very fight of | 
ſuch a perſon animates the foul in its warfare. Oh 
what foul; which is the leaſt alive to God, would 
not even'agoniſe to be perfeAly renewed after the 
image of Chriſt | Is your heart, is my heart ſo dead, 
that this will not affect it? Alas, I grieve for 
mine own — may God give me to rejoice for 

I have time for no more. May the blefling and = 
influence of the ever-adorable Trinity, Father, 
e cu en Spirit, be cohtinually with your - 
11 15 ene . 


py: 


21 {2 4 ” il F N. 


— 


Her Prin, Bing HO 
44 a ; 


1 Tun eee ee ee divine: graces — 
enough to bear what I am going to ſay to you, - 
that I have long ſeen a miature of pride and vanity 

exen in the beſt of your performances; but I che 


hat | have 1 
every body 


hardly allow myſelf to believe it. ** 
often ſaid, ſhall I judge ſo of her, w 


3 — AL 


/ p "Sy K 


141 | 
Is it not becauſe ſhe is more excellent than myſeMf, 
and therefore I am ſeeking to find ſome fault in her? 
Then Þ have often prayed to God not to ſuffer my 
ſoul to be deteĩved by any ſiniſter views, and to 
perfect in you what was wanting. And this I truſt 
he will do for us both, if we keep the longing eye 
of our ſouls ſteadily fixed upon him. Oh for holi- 


ee ee eee ee ee ee 


* Wanne 28 __ mae be for life. 
411 24 go 0 eie! 
1 bad W a moſt delightful letter. from 
Mr. *. It ſent me to my knees ſo convinced of 
my black ingratitude to my heavenly father, tliat I 
could neither find words nor thoughts ſufficient to 
expreſs my unworthineſs; yet at the fame time my 
heart was full of thankſgiving, under a ſenſe of his 
unbounded mercies. O help me, my dear friend, 
to be more and more thankful ! Such advantages 
— deareſt Jeſus, how juſtly great muſt, be my con- 
| &mnation; if Ido not make fuitable improvements. 
Take the latter part of Mr. *** letter, apply it 


to yourſelf conſtantly, every minute if poſſible. 
. © You have need therefore to watch and pray al- 


* Ways, and then eſpecially when you might ſeem 


vin * have leaſt need. You have teaſon therefore 
to fear always: for your enemies are always 


1%, watching. But you haue reaſon likewviſe to re- 
j oice always, becauſe he that keepeth you never 
* 8 7 % 7.45501 to o- 98h 1 en etal nail 
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1 Was heartily glad to 1 your letter; ö "for I hae 
gan to fear that I had been too plain with you. 
If you really can bear what I ſaid in my laſt, our 
friendſhip is built on a firm foundation indeed, and 
Oh may; it ever, remain unſhaken. Tou have 
told me nothing of the ſtate of our own mind. 
Yau, have! apt den 6.90 pri Gods. in Wing 
me that your. heart. is more dead to the world, and 
more alive to God, and that you are conſtantly 
watching unto prayer. All this I hope and expect 
to hear the next time you write to me. Adieu. 
U ) ads, on 540 mf c 15 
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th dear Fit, 
Nel 29 go ABSNgT ar 405 


1 Have e h wide with tears, and earneſt 
prayers to God for you, and for myſelf. We 
are both unworthy creatures; indeed, my love we | 
are, more unworthy than we can either expreſs or 
conceive. Oh let us fly to the blood of wean 
There and there alone can we find help: 
244 4at aayoan 1077160) eee e et b 
Thünks be to God, that you have a clear view 
of your o.] heat This is a molt profitable pro- 

| ne — aa Think me not 
a cruel, © 


% 
2 


161 
ctuel, when 1 wiſh that the Haly bpuit may deeply 
wound your ſoul with a ſenſe. of its 
The deeper og on has i 
that follows. | 


— 


8 


EE „ . ual ak. 
1 me you are hurried away by deſires after worldly | 
happineſs Is it poſſible? Alaſs, my friend, par- 
don the harſhneſs of the expreſſion, but if the love - 
of the world is in your heart, you are only a painted 
ſepulrbre, beautiful indeed outwardly, but within 
My det eresture, 1 cannot bear to 
" think this A ehriſtian be hurried awuy with de- 
ſires and endeavours' after worldly happineſs! If 
St. Paul's character of a chriſtian is right, how far 
are you from being a chriſtian? “ Ve are 5 
« 9s hey and your Ties id with Giſt in God.” 


55 May not theſe violent ragings of pride, vanity, - 
Ec. you ſpeak of, be ſome of the laſt ſtruggles of 
2 dying enemy. When the ſtrong man . 5 
keepeth his houſe his goods are in peace, but 


he that is ſtronger comes upon him to overcome 


him, and to take from him that armour in which he 
truſted, no wonder the houſe is in a tumult,; And 
dee, te ve act ue But beware, my 
dear ſoul, of thinking, that you never ſhall be 
otherwiſe. Limit not the grace of God. He has 
only to ſuy, Peace, he fill, and immediately the 
dance ſea obey him. “But how to * 
Ng * 


17 
« this peace? Oh my dear friend, will you fol- 
low the advice of the meaneſt and moſt unworthy 
of the ſervants of Chriſt. Look upon yourſelf as 
| being only new fully convinced of your guilt and 
dreadful condition. Look upon yourſelf as à poor, 
lift, helpleſs, miſerable creature. Set before your N 
eyes your ſins, with all their aggravations; and 
when your ſoul is weighed down to the duſt under 
a a ſenſe of your own vileneſs, then throw yourſelf 

at the foot of the croſs: there lay as à loathſome 
leper before the almighty healer : there let your 
parched ſoul gaſp (with the utmoſt ſtretch of all 
your faculties) after thoſe life-giving ſtteams which 
flowed from Chriſt's hands, his feet, his pierced 
fide, and there keep the eye of your mind fixed, 


unitil you have a freſh ſenſe of his pardoning love, = 


until the {till ſmall voice be heard in your ſoul — 
44 Be of good cheer, thy ſins are forgiven'thee.”” 5 


TA in 6 my ds. that 1 tad G 1 to 
think you had gained ground, but if I was miſ- 
taken am very ſorry. God forbid however that 
you ſhould have gone back: I muſt not for my 
own eaſe believe that. The reaſon for your not 
finding ſo much comfort as uſual flowing from the 
+83 £1 2 | upon 


So 
—_ 


15 your thoughts fixed. on the preſent moment in a 


. Which vou would have it come. When the will | 


— 


| "TI nothing more encourages ſelf · will, pride, 


1 60 


pon outward things. 1 doubt not. but your on 
will is indeed very powerful, and it will ever be ſo, 
while you indulge yourſelf in caſtle- building. Let 
your ſchemes be ever ſo good, they are (unleſs God 
had given you the means and power to perform 
them) merely the creatures of your. own will; and 
I don't know any thing that ſelf· will more delights 
in, than in theſe imaginary good projects. Be- 
lieve me, my dear ſoul, I ſpeak from experience. 


and every temper we ought to ſubdue, than theſe 
ſchemes. For God's ſake ſtrive to get the better 
of this folly. I know your temper is naturally. in- 
clined to it, and therefore you ought to be more 
particularly watchful. Cannot you, my love, keep 


conſtant dependence on the leadings of the Spirit of 
God, and only wiſhing that every ſucceeding mo- 
ment may bring a new acceſſion of grace to your 
ſoul, without fixing on the particular means, by 


is in this total reſignation to God, it brings a peace 
to the 8 Which cannot be deſcribed. 


687 7 * OT ., 


| Jon't like, your onion to Kaur al. Lthink 

: vou ought to itry every poſſible means, except ab- 

ſolute diſobedience: to your patents, to get off. 

Suppoſe you were to be ſincere, and on it was 

againſt your conſcience. Pray God direct you 
What to do. If you are «Gly Forced to go, you are 

Nd n 
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Tat 
clear, and God will doubtleſs. preſerve your heart 
from the pollutions of the place. If this is the caſe, - 
I think you will be in leſs danger of being hurt there, 
than in your viſit to Mrs, * : for i in this vifit you | 
will lay expoſed to the worſt enemy you have, that 
is, yourſelf, With thoſe good people, whom, you - 
love and. admire, and who love and admire you, | 
you will without the moſt conſtant watchfulheſs 
be continually e into ar FOO and 5 2 
applauſs UE ee, 
I fear, my love, you will ſ9on think me Ws 
lain in my ſpeaking, but I cannot anſwer it to 
my conſcience, ſince what has paſt between us, not 
to warn, you e of eyery thing which ſe 21 to me o 
prevent your progreſs in grace. Don't imagine 
though that I wiſh you would not a this viſit - 
to Mrs, , quite the contrary z but I wiſhy you 
to keep the "ol conſtant guard upon your own 
beat, that What ſhould be e be. mor 2 
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1 mind, you have bane fome hav fince 2 
vou. Oh be careful! It is a dreadful thing to go 
back. Shun, as yo¹ would. the deadlieſt poiſon, 
every thing which flatters your. ſelf-loye, Never 
fay any thing that tends to your own praiſe, unleſs 
the glory of God, or-the good of your neighbour j is 
immediately concerned in it, and may the God of 


Peace fill you with all rr and Join An. 
Amen.” . 7:55 36 $$ © © 
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4 Thank Ga FAY Pe e of 
wandering imaginations in a clearer light; but 1 
cannot gueſs what ſchemes a heart like yours (which 
Fihould hope was defirous of nothing but what im- 
mediately tended to increaſe in it the love of God) 
can purſue, which are not for what we call doing 
good. Depend upon it, my dear, if you can by 
an act of your will waſte a thought on any future 
view of happineſs, that regards only your ſituation 
in this world, you are yet far from the kingdom of 
God. Jo a ſoul, that has but the: lowe/? ſenſe of 
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the pardoning love of God, every thing that does 
not lead to a greater ſenſe of this love is inſipid. 
Outward things, according to the preſent cireum- 
ſtances we are in, ought to be attended to with 
prudence, though not with anxiouſneſs ; but that 
foul which runs. out after them in future ought to 
tremble. My dear creature, are we not every o- 
ment on the brink of eternity, and may plunge in 


the next, for ought we know, What then have 


we to do but every moment to graſp after new de- 
grees of grace, new power over fin, a till higher | 
ſenſe of the love of God ſhed abroad in our hearts? 
Without holineſs no inan ſhall ſee the Lord“ 
Alaſs ! what is a life of ſixty or ſeventy years (ſup- _ 
. poling we could be certain of ſo many) to attain 
univerſal holineſs? And ſhall we loſe a moment ? 
Outwardly we muſt a great many, but ſtill our 
hearts may be gaining ground in the ſteady purſuit - 
of that end, for which we. were. created, 'and to 


which- we have fuch glorious. encouragements. | 
What! ſhall-Chriſt cry out to us in vain, < Give 


e me thy heart,” or ſhall we dare to divide that 


heart, which coſt him ſo dear? Oh my friend, be 


' jealous for your redeeming God. Suffer not that 


foul, for which he ſhed his protioge 100 to Kere 
nee from ni. 699% 6 | * 


Lam ſorry you found nn at Paus-Hall,. 1 h 


could not have believed it had you not told me fo 


"OO: Tee, ET? I have thought far too 
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Migbiyr of you. - What a frightful dane chene 
till between you, and a chriſtian ! Could any one 
Who had the mind which was in Chriſt; have. felt 
| pleaſure where they ſaw God diſhonoured, and their 
fellow-creatures running headlong to deſtruQtion ? 
You had reaſon indeed to be aſhamed, and thank 
God that you. was ſo. The curioſity in regard to 
the aſtronomical inſtruments might diſtract your 
mind for a longer time, but your taking delight in 
. theſe did not ſhew, ſuch. an exceſſive depravity of 
- heart, | as the other: for aſtronomy is only acci- 
dentally made a means of diſhonouring God, and 
Hhurting the ſouls of men, but: Yaur-Hall is ne- 


n ſo. 
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1 Wide a my * to you to thank you for the 
Pleaſure. you gave me laſt Thurſday, and {till to 
urge you more and more continually to preſs for- 
wards. Young as you are, you may perhaps be very 
near the end of your courſe, and the time given 
you to work in may, for ought you know, be very 
nearly elapſed. That form of yours, which now de- 
lights the eyes of your friend, and ſeems to promiſe 

. a long continuance of health and vigour, may ſoon 
00pm become defaced and loathſome, meat for 
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crawiiſhgwotinisg and that ſbul, that precious: anch 
immortal ſoul of yours, which is nou/ far from loving 
its creator as it ought to do, may ſoon ſtand naked 
in the-fight of chat God, to whom it has been un- 
grateful'— its day of probation paſt — and its lot 
caſt for a Whole eternity. Oh my friend, m7 
deareſt companion in my pilgrimage, I conjure you 
by all your heart holds dear, that you loſe not xn 
moment ! Oh may that God, who is love itſelf, ſo 
inflame your ſoul with a ſenſe of his love, as ay 
| conſume: all its droſs, and make it through Chriſt 4 
an acceptable ſacrifce to himſelf] I think the laſt 
ume I ſaw you had the ſatisfaction of obſerving 
leſs of -/elf=/deking in you, than I ever did! before. 
Sure God will give me greatly to rejoice in you. 
Farewel. Whenever, my love, I think too well 
of you, fail not to tell me, and GENE to yu 
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| Thank vos for your ae. ai boese 3 
great part of the account you give me. You 

have been very happy indeed; and it ſeems to me; 

chat God gare you this happieſs as prepatatory © 


11 


8 . to enſus, and if you Wed 
after this goodneſs. of God towards you. gfieve his 
Hob Spirit, by ſuffering your heart to indulge anyß 


ſtemper, which you know to be contrary to his will, 
A War ran, eg WO , be gf gf 


3 this temper, this vanity of ming added to the weight 


black ingratitude ? I will deal plainly with you. 1 
| think: you are now in à moſt dangerous ſituation. 
Every thing around you will conſpire to tempt you 
ta the ſin which moſt. eaſily beſets you, and there- 
fore you muſt not be one moment off your guard. 
Vou muſt pray without ceaſing, even in the fulleſt 
ſenſe of the words, and conſtantly ſtrive to have 
ſtrongly painted in your imagination Feſus Ghri/t, 
and him crucified; There is nothing I think more 
tends to humble us, than the conſideration of the 
ſufferings of Chriſt. When you find yourſelf going 
to ſay or do any thing with a view to praiſe, think, 


of my Saviour's Tufferings, and made more bitter 
his cup of bitterneſi. Oh, if you have a ſoul capable 
of feeling, if you have one ſpark of gratitude, can 
you think this, and in? Was you now ſtanding 
on Mount Calvary near the croſs of the bleſſed Jeſus 
- (ſuppoſe the dreadful deed was but now performing) 
and you ſaw the Redeemer of the world juſt nailed 
to his croſs, ſay, would you help to drive the nails 
ſtill deeper? Would you preſs the thorns cloſer to 
his ſacred: temples? Would you help to increaſe 
that load; which made him cry out, „ My God, 
* 9 — IPE, Does 


not 
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nat your” ſou] lhudder ar | the hong}, D my friends 
would you not rather die, gladly, die, for this your, 
F 
ten pieces to ſave 0 

you would. And will you bot frive" agua 4 4 | 
ſin, which increaſed his ſufferings ? Will you not 
ſtrive, my love ft, —— Yes, ſure yo will, Id ne, 
every thing we can give up by far too ſmall a return 


for what this Redeemer has done for us? And ſhall. 


we-not give this little? Above all ſhall'we not giv: 
what moſt of all: ſeparates us from him, our „ 
love, and: ſelf-ſeeking? Think my friend ven any 
one is hinting to you, how extraordinary/you are 
6 this: perſon is ignorantly driving me from my 
6 Saviour.” Andi if you ſhould, which God for- 
bid, find yourſelf tempted to indulge à vain com- 
placency in their applauſe,” think immediately how 

know! your heart as it really is, and bluſſi for thus 
deceiving them. Recollect ſome: of the mean mo- 
tives which perhaps have been tlie ſprings of ſome 
of your moſt admired words and; actions, and let 
your ſoul within you be humbled to the duſt. 
And, thy dear, I beg you will be careful how you 
draw raiſe upon yourſelf by praiſing of others. 
This is what Lam very apt to fall inta; and-there» 
fore Lam the more ſenſible of its hurtfulniaſa· And 


* and then you may hop 5 
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Sod Wilt breferve you from! the pride, Which z 
rally d an this diſplay of thi Eaparity. 1 
2 re walk in the Tight of God's Wurite- 
Nance, and go on conquering, and to conquer. fi n 
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1 Find, my dear love, that ſolitude and recollec- 
tion are the propeteſt both for you and me. Pray 
God you was again at home] Your letter is an exact 
picture of what L can now conceive your mind to 
be a ſtrange mixture as you ſay of happineſs and 
diſcompoſure. And could you indeed forget God? 
Could you thus baſely fall after ſuch mercies ? My 
heart bleeds for you- What you tell me ef your 
being idle. and trifling aſtoniſſies me, and that the 
love of the world ſhould again ereep in. My dear 
foul; what a heart you have How deceitful, how 
deſperately wicked ? Oh think of the value of that 
.atoning blood, which can cleanſe a heatt like yours, 
and conſtantly apply to this your only help. The 
blood of Jeſus Chriſt cleanſeth from all fin.” 
What! from all fin? Oh glorious and foul-ani- 
matiug words My friend, my beloved compa- 
nion, will you not preſs forwards ? Will you not 
be an encouragement, and an help to me? Will 
you not watch? mne 
| ee 2 AND b ooh. v9.8 noh 2003 RE. 
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| has been of ſuch benefit to you; and I pray God ; 
to continue it to your ſoul; and not to ſuffer theſe 
impreſſions to. wear off. Temptations 'doubtleſs 
will attend every ſituation we are in, but the ſoul 
vinced you of what I have ſo long been ſtriving to 
do, in regard to your reſtleſſneſs after opportunities 
of doing good. I thank him for it. I wiſh you 
may find more and more benefit from the church 
prayers: they are for human compoſitions very ex- 
cellent, and I believe the beſt Form of prayers that 
ever was put together. I cannot reproach you for 
that which God has pardoned, but you certainly 
ought now to be more watchful, that you fall not 
again: for then great indeed would be your con- 
demnation. The danger which may accrue to yd 
by going to Miſs *** ill I find be known to you 
by experience only. dhe is certainly a good creature 
herſelf,” and I love her; but there is a ſpirit haunts 
her lodgihgs which is abſolutely contrary to the ſpitit 
I am ſeeking aſter, and therefore, was I not ac · 
quainted there, and had heard as much as I know. 
now, I ſhould be very careful how L entered myſelf. 
She is not capable, my dear, of watching your 
words with any ill deſign. Her only view is to find 
out your errors, and if poſſible cure you of them. 
I doubt not but if you could converſe with her 
SELLS x B alone, 


2 


n 


1118, ] 
-alone, and keep clear of diſputes, ſhe might be of 
13 great uſe to you, and I hope God will bleſs this and 
every othet means to the good of your ſoul. : The 
moſt excellent people in the world will be of little 
avail, "unleſs his Spirit aſſiſts, and with this there is 
nothing ſo weak or mean, but what may tend to 
increaſe his love in our hearts. For my on part 
Ailence and ſolitude: ſeem at preſent. beſt: for me, 
and I am more hurt by ſome religious people, whom 
I converſe with, than by the people of the world. 
Indeed there is ſcaree any. who does not in ſome 
| - meaſure hurt me, except Mr. *. Numberleſs 
are the ſnares that lay in our way to the heavenly 
kingdom. is truly a warfare, and a very diffi- 
cult one, but the crown that awaits us at the end 
is well worth the ſtriving for, even unto blood. 
Beſides the encouragements and comforts we find 
in the way are glorious: ſure I am that Alexander 
never found ſo much joy in all his conqueſts, as the 
foul that preſſes after the foot; ſteps of Chriſt does 
in one conqueſt over ſelf- will. There is more de- 
light in ſuffering for God, than in reigning with 
the world. To claſp the croſs of Chriſt cloſe to 
the heart is: more happineſs than angels can give ; i 
and what inexpreſſible ſatisfaction is it to a ſou], 
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3 Give me to feel thine agonies, 
One drop of thy ſad cup'affordy 
* fain with thee would ſympathize,  _ - 
And bare the company. ning 4 Lord. 


Tenne eee ne anchor; unh erste wb 
how little is ll we can do or ſuffer for thee + Oh 
that we might not have a thought, nor even a pulſe 
beat, but for our God! What is all that earth or 


heaven itſelf can give in compariſon of thee? Oh 


uncreated beauty, how does every other excellence 
fade away at thy preſence !. Ho does a taſte of thy 
love make every other love inſipid! and a ray of 
thy light darken the brighteſt of created beings ! 
Oh when, when ſhall: our ſouls be wholly ſwal- 
lowed up in thee! When ſhall we know thee even 
alſo as we are known! Thou knoweſt the deſire 
of our hearts, thou ſeeſt how our ſouls ſtretch, and 
pant after thee, even to fainting! Oh give us to 
drink of the waters of life, even in this our pilgri- 
mage, until we come to drink freely of them from 
that river, which proceedeth out of the throne of 
God, enn and ever. 4. 
Lord e ina 
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1 Have So Ann the ho af God to 

you, in ordering your being at Z*#** at a time, 
when it muſt, inſtead of being hurtful, be profit- 
able to your-ſoul. The attending the ſick bed of 
a dear relation in danger of death, is a moſt glorious 
time for exerciſing a number of chriſtian graces. 
Such a ſcene as this keeps the mind .in a moſt proper 
. temper, humble, recollected, ſerious ; and in your 
particular circumſtances this-illneſs of-#*®* has freed 
you from moſt of the ſnares you apprehended. . How 
does every thing work together for good to thoſe 
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Who love God! and how ungrateful is that heart, 


which does not ſtrive more and more to love him 
in deed and in truth! What, my love, are the in- 
ward temptations you complain of, and what are 
thoſe unaccountable ſcruples ? The beſt thing you 
can do is not to argue about them in your own 
mind, but immediately fly to prayer; and if you 
cannot pray, only wiſh earneſtly to pray. Tis 
right, that you ſhould. think yourſelf the vileſt 
creature breathing, and I am every day more and 
more convinced, that every ſoul which really loves 
God muſt neceſſarily in its own particular think 
the ſame: and in whatever proportion the love 
of God increaſes in the ſoul, in the ſame pro- 
portion will the ſenſe of its own vileneſs and help- 
lefineſs increaſe, till at laſt: i it is in a manner anni- 
: hilated 
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hilated before God. This is a point which the 
viſdom of the world cannot underſtand, and which 
no ſcheme of doctrine can teach the heart; but 
when we truly know Jeſus Chriſt crucified, then 
we can truly cry out, What! to me ſuch love?” 
to the vileſt and moſt ungrateful of all Weng 
| deareſt Saviour, whence ſuch ove to me? 


1 grieve-for. the fn you fell into. Had the tem- 
per of your mind been really charitable, you cer- 
tainly could not lightly have ſpoken evil of any one. 


Nothing is more contrary to. the true ſpirit of the 


goſpel, than this want of . univerſal love, and yet 


there is nothing ſo common even among thoſe who- 
in moſt other reſpeQs are unblameable. How ought 


we every. moment to watch! Oh when ſhall we 


indeed be renewed ee. of Chriſt. 
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Wu⸗ AT, my dear companion, can I write ſo ws 
animating as your preſent- circumſtances ? 


God ſeems, I think, in a moſt peculiar manner to 


watch over your ſoul for good. What intereſting, 

what heart · affecting ſcenes have you gone through? _ 
The account I have had of your * death, has 
made me ſee the goodneſs of God to you in the 


3 light, and I am ready to ſhudder, when I 


B 3 think 


Tok Er 
_ think that it.is poſſible, even after all this, that you 
- "ſhould again be ungrateful. Oh watch every mo- 
ment I Think what ' horrors and agonies you muſt 
feel, if. you ſhould now ſuſfer your heart to turn 
aſide from this tender and merciful God ! The cir- 
cumſtances you are now in are like ſive talents given 
to your eare. Remember you are to gain to them 
five talents more, or expect to hear theſe dreadful 
words — Thou flothful and wicked ſervant, &c. 
"Your heavenly Father ſeems to be making a plain 
way before your face. I ſee you in a light almoſt 
prophetical. I rejoice, and yet I tremble. You. 
- ſeem' pointed out, I think, as an inſtrument in the 
hands of God for the converſion of Mifs ; but 
here you will be in danger from your old ee, 
pride, and love of teaching, and above all that ſelf- 
ſetting-· up which you have found ſo difficult to over- | 
come. Oh my dear love, fail not every hour of the 
day to pray particularly for humility. I truſt you are 
nat in danger fromany'-increaſeof fortune. Noſurely. 
The heart of my beloved friend cannot be ſo mean 
and low, as to pride itſelf in droſs and dirt. Per- 
_ * haps you will find ſome difficulties in regard to the 
tempers of your * how neceſſary will it be for 
vou in this caſe to 1 conſtantly before your eyes 
the meekneſs and lowlineſs of the Lamb of God, 
and fear not, you will in all theſe things be more 
- than conqueror through him, who has loved you,. 
and redeemed you to himſelf by his moſt precious 
bled. pans + Fig vg Pt POSI : 
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F Pity. vou, my dear A. 1 * lee that 

your head was, full, and your heart not ſo warm 
4 God as it ſometimes is. Oh when ſhall- 
we be free from theſe diſtractions, or rather when 
ſhall our love to our Redeemer be ſo intenſe, that 
our hearts may | be. conftantly fixed on him, and we 
(as. it were) walk through the fire without being 
burnt. 1 remember having ſometimes ſaid to you 
the beginning of laſt ſummer, There is more a 
«© vaſt deal in faith than we all imagine; and 
though, thanks 30 the free grace of God, we both 
know more of faith now, than we did at that time, 0 
yet I may ſtill repeat the ſaying, and may continue 
to tepeat it, till our eyes are fully opened in eter- - 


nity. All- things are poſſible to him that be- . 


te lieveth,” ſaid the God of truth, and why then - 


do not you and. I conquer all ſin? Becauſs we do 
not believe. The unbounded riches of the grace of 

God in Chriſt Jeſus are hardly more aſtoniſhing, 5 
than the perverſneſs of that ſoul, which will - not 


fully truſt in them. Chriſt ſtands ever ready to 
fave to the uttermoſt, if we will but believe, that 
he can, and will do it; and we draw back and 
ſhrink from his redeeming. hand. We ſuffer the 
dark clouds of our fallen nature to obſcure the glo- 
rious light of the promiſes of God, and though 
our heads may be fully convinced of their truth, 
and we may have ſome deſires of attaining them, 
yet. there is in the centre of our ſouls. an hidden 
B 4 root 


24 
root of unbelief, which juſt as we are going to lay 
hold on the prize whiſpers — *© How can theſe 
things be?” and then we fink. I have heard 
it obſerved of the eagle, that ſhe holds her young 
ones full againſt the bright beams of the mid- -day 
_ fun: if they behold it ſtedfaſtly ſhe nouriſhes them, 
dut if they turn away their heads or ſhut their eyes, 
me daſhes them to the ground. There is ſome- 
thing very ſtriking in this. A nominal believer, 
who makes a profeſſion of holineſs, has all the out- 
ward marks of a true believer, as thefe daſtard 
eagles have of the others, but he cannot look ſted- 
faſtly at the glorious beams of the fun of righteouf- 
neſs: and how dreadful is the conſequence ? Oh 
my love, how ought we to watch and pray Ho 
careful ought we to be not to loſe ſight for one 
moment of our immaterial-ſun, leſt the eye of our 
minds ſhould by that means contract a dimneſs and 
weakneſs, which might render us incapable of ſted- 
faſtly beholding him, when he ſhall appear in all 
the fulneſs of his glory. May the God of mercy 
preſerve you in all. temptations, and be our or 
| tion in time r in . | 
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Praiſe God wich my whble hare 155 your this: 

" pineſs and ſtrength, and I pray him to increaſe 
it every moment. Oh may that bleſſed peace never 
leave your ſoul: it is eternal life begun in it, and 
ten thouſands laid in the balance with this peace 
would be all lighter than vanity.. It is a glorious 
ſign, that in outward troubles, or inward tempta-» 
tions, you can leave the means of your deliverance 
intirely to God, without ſuffering your imagination 
to run out after the manner in which you probably 
may be delivered; Oh that we could always ven- 
ture ourſelves upon the mercies of our God. Then 
would he indeed work wonders for us — wonders 
which we now can ſcarce believe, though the God 
of truth himſelf declares them unto us. And this 
God will ſurely keep you in the dangers to which 
you are going to be expoſed, if you will be watch. 
ful to keep the eye of your. mind eonſtantly turned 
towards him, and wait and hang upon him, as a 
little · child on its fond parent, drawing all your 
help, all your comfort from him, and him alone. 
If you have but little out ward retirement, ſhut more 


cloſely the door of your heart, and there in its in- 
moſt receſſes commune with your God, and Re- 
deemer, there be continually crying unto him — 


Lord thou knoweſt all things, thou knoweft that 
I love thee ;-thou knoweſt; O life and joy of my 
ſoul, that I deſire nothing but to do thy perfect 

- B 5 i N will, | 


9 
will, and to be conformed to nn 


ſufferings, as well as to the likeneſs of thy refur- 
rection. Oh-crucify in me the whole body of ſin 


and ſelf. Give me an humble, a mortified, and 


child-like ſpirit, and in thing own good time 4 | 
fe the work, thou haſt begun in my ſoul. Yeh 


As to being obliged to talk, take care * you 
make it matter of mortification to you, and it will 
not hurt you, But one may a good deal avoid talk- 
ing, by ſeeming to give attention to what others 
ſay, and giving now and then a monoſyllable, and a 
ſmile of complacency. This will pleaſe your com- 
pany more than if you talked yourſelf: and all 
this while your beart may be, where it ought to 
be, and you 9 bold a bags ppp * 37 

know not of. | 


As to as are. not 200d, 1 4001 
may ſay, that all the effect they can have upon my 
beloved friend (in her preſent happy ſtate of mind) 
will be to drive her nearer to her God, and in that 
0 what comfort does the believing ee 


What tho' earth and hell, engage 
J 0 ſhake that ſoul with fear; 
Calmly it defies the rage - 


Of perſecution near. 


Suffering faith ſhall brighter grow, 
ee e eee | 


Only Jeſus will we know. 
And Jeſus crucified, 


Tes, 


Pay-]! 


Ves, my love, let thoſe who ſtile themſelves. our WE 
beſt friends join with the world in calling us mopes, _ 
and enthuſiaſts, ſtill ſtedfaſtly fixed on the ock 
which cannot be moved, we will endure, nay joy- 
fully take up the reproach. for. his, ſake, who hid 
not his bleſſed face from ſhame. and. ſpitting, for our 
| ſakes, to make us (aocurſed and loſt creatures) heirs - 


. of eternal glory. Oh that his ſtrength may but ac- 

1. company us, and the light of his countenance con- 
I tinually abide with us; and then we ſhall not fail - 
1 to go on conquering and to conquer. Amen. 

[= For God's ſake avoid diſputes of all kinds. ** | 
Il was delighted the laſt time you was with me, to 
0 obſerve that you was greatly altered for the better - 

7 in this reſpect. Think not that I will omit to pray 
for you, and fail not to pray for me. Oh my friend. 
I ſoon. will time be ſwallowed up in eternity. 

y ” [ 0 | " 

) | 0 


Td believe: vous my * a thit you 
have not brought back the ſame heart you car- 
ried 'with you: for I thought I diſcovered-.the two - 
laſt times I ſaw, you, a falling off from the grace 
you had and the happy ſtate of mind you had been 

in; but for God's ſake ſtrive to recover yourſelf be- 

fore you are ſunk lower. Think how dreadful your 


caſe will be, if * ſhould. ſo grieve the * of - 
3 
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wy i 
God, as to cauſe him to depart from you. I know 
your heart to be ungrateful and deceitful, and you 
yourſelf now full well how much it is fo ;- but fear 
not to ſearch into its moſt hidden corruptions. Was 
it ten times more vile and polluted than it · is, the 
blood of Jeſus is all-ſufficient to cleanſe it. And 
my dear foul, let me intreat of you earneſtly to 
feek after a clear and conſtant ſenſe of the pardon- 
ing love of God. This only can enable you te 
trample all temptations under your feet: believe 
me, unleſs you really walk in the light of his coun- 
tenance,. you never can conquer all the powers and 
works of, darkneſs. Oh ſeek the Which paſſes 
all underſtanding. . Yau have enough of it, I 
7 ſure, conſidering the many ſnares you walk in. 
I really fear you do not dili gently ſeek after God: 
*tis very certain they that ſeek ſhall find; and there- 
fore that the Redeemer is not fully manifeſted in 

your ſoul is entirely owing to your. floth and neg- 
ligence. How. is it poſſible ſor yau to keep your | 
ground againſt temptations which are continually 
ſtriking upon your ſenſes, unleſs you have in you 
the ſubſtance of things hoped for, the evidence of 
things not ſeen ? When our underſtandings are 
clear. in goſpel doctrines, we are too apt to imagine 
our hearts are ſo. My dear friend, for God's ſake 
deceive not yourſelf. Oh ſuffer not your-ſoul to 
reſt, till you can ſay, with full aſſurance of faith, 
My fins are forgiven.” Depend upon it this is 
| the yu ſtep in true wo 7 Oh-cry to God 


every ; 
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every moment from the bottom of your heart, and | 


he will do more for you, than you can either aſk 
or think. I am a witneſs of his free and boundleſs 
mercy: For ſome days paſt I have been in the wil- 


derneſs, my ſoul weary, faint, and deſolate; moun- - 


tains. ſeemed to preſs it down, when it would have 
laid hold on the blood of atonement ; np rejoicing 


in God; not-one ray from the ſun of righteouſneſs: 
but this morning, this bleſſed morning, my beloved 


returned to my ſoul, and I rejoiced with joy un- 
ſpeakable, and could ſay with the fulleſt aſſurance, 
« My ſins are done away — Chriſt is mine — 
© God the Father is my reconciled father God 


the Holy Ghoſt is my comforter and: guide.” 
Oh my friend, my heart is now fo overwhelmed I 


can ſcarce write. I could repeat a thouſand and a 
thouſand times over — Chriſt is mine. My ſoul is 
ready to ſpring out of its priſon, and I could at this 
moment face death in all. its moſt horrible proſpects 
to go to my Redeemer. Oh death, where is thy 
ſting? Oh grave, where is thy victory? My dear 
love, you know not what you loſe by your negli- 
gence. Oh ſeek, ſtrive, agoniſe; could you ſuffer 
the utmoſt tortures in body or mind, they would be 
all as nothing to gain one moment of this ſweet- 
neſs: and Oh pray for me, that J may not by fin- 
ning grieve the bleſſed comforter, and loſe my pre- 

ſent peace. God be with you my dear friend. God 

beet f vy. a 2.3 


My 


I 


„What nothing but'ſheep !'! At firſt this ſpeech 


yu 


e e gta oba 
Thank Gen for-thi lie you have received, 


and wiſh they may increaſe more and more. If 
you can really ſay, Chriſt loved me, and died for 
me, tis impoſſible you-ſhould be miſerable z and 
he will as ſurely free you from all your ſins, as he 


no lives to make interceſſion for you. Mr. s 


fermon was a delightful one, and I thank God I 
enjoyed it. I am glad you partook of this feaſt, 
and may the ſecond part of it be ſtill more bleſſed 
to your ſoul. When Mr. took his text, a lady 
in the next pew ſaid loud enough for me to hear — 


ſhocked me, and raiſed my indignation; but poor 


ſoul, pity was her due. And how thankful ought 


we to be, that can delight in the name of ſheep, 
that we can underſtand the voice of our ſhepherd, 
and be led by him into green paſtures and by the 
waters of comfort. No wonder that Chriſt appeared 


to you during this ſermon in ſo amiable a light; for 


there is ſomething in the character of the good ſhep- 
herd peculiarly endearing: but indeed in every 
character and in every view, our Redeemer is 
the chiefeſt among ten thouſands, and altogether 
lovely. The tongue of angels would fail to tell 


| what Chriſt is to the believing ſoul; and if he ap- 


pears thus tranſcendently.lovely to us here, what 
erg he 12 when this veil of fleſh is entirely taken 


IST — Od 


rw. 
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ſoul ſpring ONE,” on rn nn —_— 
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My FO 5. . | 


] Mou foe. yan, a you te Mons, 

your very inmoſt ſoul, till God himſelf gives you 
the true comfort. Oh thou dear backſlider, what 
ſhall I ſay? How ſhall I find words ſtrong. enough 


to make a laſting impreſſion on a heart ſo inconſtant, 


ſo ſloathful, and careleſs. Oh that the Spirit of God 
would aſſiſt my weak endeavours, and point my 
otherwiſe unavailing words. Vou own. you do not 


ſtrive earneſtly : alaſs I too plainly ſee: you do not. 


But the bleſſed comforter ſtrives with you, and ſtill 
you reſiſt and grieve him. How irkſome is it to me 
always to write the ſame thing? My dear foul, for 
God's ſake be more in earneſt. How can you talk 
of ſloth and careleſſneſs, when you are ſtanding on 
the brink, of a precipice? Can you promiſe yourſelf 


another day? And are you fit to die in the ſtate you 
are now in? Nay, are you not afraid to die? Oh 


if the Lord ſhould ſay of you, as of the barren fig- 
tree, Cut it down, why cumbereth it the ground,” 
how would you be overwhelmed. with dread and 
confuſion? For. you who know. fo. well | what are 
the 


7 
the lesions promiſes of the goſpel, to ſur your 
thoughts to run upon worldly things is inexeuſable. 
It ſeems ftrange, that you ſhould think you- love 
Chrift more than you did, when you was in a bet- 

ter ſtate ; however above all things hold faſt, and 
ſtrive to tnereaſe this love, but then at the ſame 
time take care that you hate ſin in the ſame pro- 
portion, and that you ſtrive againſt it with the ut - 
moſt earneſtneſs: for to talk of loving Chriſt, and 
at the ſame time to give way to ſloth, careleſſneſs, 
and wotldly- mindedneſs, is an abominable mockery. 
If you are encompaſſed with ten thoufand tempta- 
tions never fear, ſo your own heart conſent not to 
them. Your bleſſed maſter will ſurely help you, if 
- you can but truſt him: and never give way, I in- 
treat of you, to that ſeeming impoſſibility of pray- 
ing. Though perhaps you cannot pray with com- 
fort, or with any kind of connection, yet if you 
be ever ſo diſtracted you may ſurely cry, Lord, have 
mercy upon me — deareſt Jeſus, pity me. Or 
even ſuppoſtng you could not do this from your 
heart, aſk yourfelf whether you do not deſire to 
pray; and if you do, thank God for that deſire, 
and the next thought will be a prayer. Could you 
not make the increaſe of your family profitable; by 
joining at ſtated times of the day in ſome act of 
| devotion ? Tf it were but for one quarter of an hour 
at à time, there would - doubtleſs be a blefling at- 
tending it. Sappoſe you were to ſing an hymn to- 
ether, or- a — either from ſome form 
| hays "of 
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Genen of, what. would be infaltaly better, ex- 
tempore. Vou ought rather to be ſilent; and be 
thought a mope, than to join in trifling ' difcourſe. 
Conſider, my love, you are to ſet an example to 
your young friends; and fear not but God will 
deliver you from this bondage into the glorious li- 
berty of his children. "The feeble truſt you now 
have is the work of his bleſſed Spirit, and he will 
increaſe it into an holy confidence. Let not there- 
fore your-comfort ſicken, but truſt in that Jeſus, 
who. died that you might live to whoſe ne 
* boſom 1 commit you,. * 1 


4d am your afidtimot . ke 


. An. bottom vale en uf —— 1 
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ad ALL theſe worldly gs only ſve to 

| draw your mind from God, and I do ſin- 
—_ pity you: L only wonder that your goings 
are not ſtill more uneven, or indeed that you go at 
all. Your. fertile imagination with all this to work 
upon is, like a quickſand, ready to ſwallow up your 


ſoul, Oh my love, tremble ſor yourſelf. Indeed 


you have cauſe, I kno your ſcheming head, 1 
| ; know 


| i - i 
after the ſweet love of God, one moment's ſenſe 

of that is worth ten thouſand worlds. The Lord 
| eee 3 CRT FOR 


| . . 


eresss goed 


1 3 1 3 eee ds not. prevent 


your conſtant watching. over your own heart, 
and preſſing forwards in the way of holineſs. In 


the midſt of all theſe proſpects death may come 
And are you fit to die? We cannot too often aſk 
. ourſelves. this queſtion, we cannot be too ſerious. 
There is only a moment between us and eternity, 
May the Lord Jeſus ſo prepare us, that at what- 
ever hour. he calls we may be. ready, our lamps. 
_ trimmed,” and we ourſelves as thoſe who walt for 
the bridegroom, Adieu, my dear. May t the, Al- 
OY PERS you. from. Ml _ 
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Or e. en my Hon love, can n any y thing 
I fay be of to you? I have tried all means in 
my power to keep your mind more ſteady, but in 
Vain. If God at any time has fo bleſſed my letters 
. ; that. 


* 
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x. te 35} ; 
that they have nn on you, PTY 
gone off in td or three days: and when you have 
had thoſe great benefits indeed of converſing with 
living chriſtians, though for a time you have been 


raiſed and lively, yet you have ſoon ſunk into your 


former ſloth and careleſſneſs. There. muſt cer- 
tainly be ſome hidden corruption. in your heart, 


and a very dangerous one too, which cauſes this 
inconſtancy in you. I oſten ſtudy you as I would a 
book, but you are in truth one of the moſt puzzling- 
books I ever met with, I. often rejoice to ſee in 
you (as I think) an increaſe of grace, and a decreaſe 
of that pride and ſelfiſhneſs, which under an ap- 
pearance of humility you once had to a great de- 
gree. The laſt time you was with me, I was par- 
ticularly charmed with you, and thought you greatly 
advanced indeed; and now you are fallen again in- 
to pride and ſelfiſhneſs. The Lord Jeſus raiſe ygu 
up. Indeed, my dear ſoul, you grieve and wound 
me. You bring ſorrow in my heart, and tears in 
my eyes: nay and ſometimes your backſliding let- 
ters tempt me to impatience; but then I imme- - 
diately recollect my on continual backſlidings, 
and the long · ſuffering of God towards me, and can 
I be impatient with my friend ?. If your want 
of retirement is not owing to yourfelf, never lay 
your coldneſs upon that: for was your heart ſin- 
cere, God would ſtrengthen you at all times to 
look up to him. But if as you ſay, you trifled away 
your time, and indulged an unwillingneſs to prayer, 
no wonder Joe. with-held that portion of his grace 
he 
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be wank otherwiſe have given you. | Depend upon 
it, whenever you find an unwillingneſs to pray, that 
of all times is the moſt proper for you to pray in; 
therefore never ſay on · ſuch an occaſion · as this, 4. I 
will go read ſome good book, or do ſome good 
T work, which may perhaps bring my mind into 
n better frame for prayer.“ No, do not ſo 
*foolithly ; but go, and: proſtrate yourſelf before 
God with all your unwillingneſs ; and he will ſoon. 
give you both the will and the power to praiſe him, 

| Adieu. 5 


15 dear Friends. | 


5 IT. is ĩmpoſſible for me to ies rightly, a 
know more oß your affair, and then I doubt not, 
; but God, if we aſk in ſincerity, will direct us both 
to agree in our ſentiments, as to what will be moſt 
1 conducive to your eternal welfare. However thus 
| much I can now ſay, be not unequally yoked with 
| . an,unbeliever. - To marry a man in hopes of mak- 
| ing hima chriſtian, will be. leading yourſelf into 
temptation, The advantages you ſpeak of may: 
_ doubtleſs. be great bleſſings to you, if you are very 
certain you can enjoy them. You ought to be very 
5 explicit with the perſon, whoever he is, both with 
s —_ to, your nn. his own heart. * 
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in, if you are joined: to vne, who is not joined to 
Chriſt; eſpecially if you have any love of fancy 
or fondneſs for him. As in a married ſtate there 
are more allurements to draw the mind from God 
chan in e fingle one, 00 {if the companion be a” 
chriſtian) there are alſo advantages in it, which 
perhaps may almoſt make the balance even. But 
how dreadful will it be; if he who ſhould be your 
help prove. to you an occaſion of. falling. But above 
all things, my dear, try the ſincerity of your own. 
heart. Examine well whether you can Accept this 
offer with a ſingle eye to the glory of God, and and 


the good of your own ſoul; and fear not, if you 


aſk caunſel of God in faith nothing wavering, that 
he will give you freedom of mind, either to. accept 
or refuſe as — be moſt profitable for you. 


Ilan e that your foul is at preſent a 
tracted with worldly thoughts. An affair of this 
kind always occaſions a thouſand diſtractions, eſpe- 
cially where it is in ſuſpenſe. I fear your increaſe 
of company does-not at all add to your ſpiritual hap- 
pineſs. The Lord Jeſus bleſs you: T pity you. 
What need have we of continual aſſiſtance from 
above? How do we walk as on burning coals ? 
Oh let us ſtrive for that ſtate of mind, in which we 
can ſay, nothing gives me pain but what is con- 


| trary to the will of God, and tends to draw my 


ſoul 


— 
- 
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F 
foul from him; and nothing gives me pleaſure, but 

| as it is agreeable to his will, ——— 
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1 Think the queſtions you aſk, A if I never 

ſhould attain, | Sc. are not well. Do you doubt 
either the power or the mercy of that God, Who 
has promiſed that thoſe who hunger and thirlt after 
righteouſneſs ſhall be filled? There may be a toe 
great impatience, even for ſpiritual bleſſings. Learn 
to lay low at the feet of Chriſt, and truſt him for 
your ſalvation, though he ſeem to hide his face 
from you. Your, imperfections are a mortification 
to you : let them be ſo. And inſtead of deſpairing 
to conquer them, let them only ſink you the deeper 
into humility and ſelf-abaſement, and thank God 
for every ſuffering you have either of body or mind. 
The Lord Jeſus give you all that is necdful for 


WT. 
*_ | F am your ever affectionate &c, 
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duty to do, though your intentions in regard to 


** e . le : anni aa urs an: 
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name of ***, and I hope God will give me 


ſtrength to ſay all I wiſh at this important juncture, 
important it is indeed to you; and the nearer the 


time approaches, the mote I feel for you. Alaſs 
you are now plunging into difficulties, which you 


can have no notion of until you experience them. 


You. will have need of more than double watch- 
fulneſs. Oh cry earneſtly to God for grace and 


ſtrength to keep your ſoul from ſinking under the 


deluſive arguments, which your three grand ene- 
mies, the world, the fleſh, and the devil will be 
continually attacking you with in your new ſtate 
of life. Vou know, my love, in all our inter- 
courſe, 1 have not failed to ſet: before you the diſ- 
advantages and diſtractions you muſt- neceſſarily 

meet with in a married liſe. This I thought it my 


marriage were always founded upon chriſtian mo- 
tives. Had I found you inclined to dedicate your- 


ſelf more particularly to God in a ſingle tate, I 


ſhould doubtleſs have encouraged that inclination; 


but as this was not the caſe, and I did not dare ab- 
ſolutely to diſſuade any one from marrying, I have 
therefore only ſtrove to guard you againſt the evils 
attending that condition, and pray God grant you 
may find them overbalanced by the good. The 

fuſt evil, which people are apt to fall into when they 


[4] . 
is an extreme ſelfiſhneſs: this I have ſeen moſt ſla- 
grant inſtances of, but then the people were not 
 chriſtians.' Oh my friend, remember you have 
taken upon you the ſacred name of chriſtian. The 
next thing which our ſex in particular is very ſub. 
je& to, is a pretty indolence of ſoul, and a kind 
of hugging themſelves as though they were become 
people of vaſt conſequence; and them all they lay 
or do, and every thing which belongs to them, is 
of importance. You will think perhaps there is ne 
danger of your falling into any thing ſo low and 
filly as this; but do not think ſo, for without ex- 
treme watchfulneſs it will ſteal imperceptibly upon 
you, and if you once grow important, the flood- 
gates of worldly mindedneſs will be ſet open, and 
your faith, your love, - and peace, vill be- borne 
away by the - impetuous torrent. I am hot well 
2 to write much more, therefore ſhall only 
add, that though I cannot be with you in perſon 
next , yet my heart and my prayers will be 
with you. The Lord Jeſus bleſs you and keep you, 
and grant that in all changes of this mortal life, 
your heart 5 chere Nan where true Joys are | 
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I Thank you * your * 11 gave n me a good. 
deal of ſatisfaction: For L really think you are 


in a better ſtate of mind, than you was in before 
you married. As to what I ſaid of the pride 


of life, I think I have often expreſſed myſelf as 
fully as 1 could upon the ſubject ; ; however, ſince 
you deſire it, I will try to be more explicit. This 
paſſion diſcovers itſelf very differently, according to 
the various diſpoſitions of thoſe who ate actuated 
by it. In ſome it is the love of much glare in 
dreſs and equipage- In others, of high taſte and 


elegance in their table, and the furniture of their 
houſes. In a third ſort it ſhews itſelf in a kind of 


ſubſtantial luxury; and in a fourth, by a love of 
being thought people of importance. Now, my 
dear, it is very eaſy for you to examine your own 


heart, and ſee whether you are entirely free from 


pride in each of theſe particulars. For my part, I 
think I can with . pleaſure acquit you in three of 
them; and as to the fourth, though it is what 
your natural temper chiefly leads to, yet.you have, 
by the .grace of God, vaſtly got the better of it. 


The danger you call triffing is far from being ſo: 


whatever ſoftens and enervates the mind, whatever 


ſpreads an indolence over the ſoul is to bs cau- 


" guarded _ . 
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do any thing, which you tell me may be of benefit 


—_— 

In regard to any object you are particularly fond 
of, let this reflection be always uppermoſt in your 
mind, I love for eternity,“ and then you will 
be careful not to let any thing enter into your af. 
ſection in time, but what en =o be 


| dar nen into o creraity: 
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155 dear Friend, 


Know not how to aſſume to myſelf the charac- 
ter you mention, and yet I dare not neglect to 


to your ſoul. I know God can convey bleſſings by 


che meaneft inftrument, and relying wholly on his 
power and goodneſs, T enter again into this cor- 


- reſpondence. You complain that I have not /ately 


been ſo watchful over you as uſual : In writing | 


certainly have not, and you know the reaſon ; but 
as to ſpeaking, if I have there failed, it is entirely 
owing to my being ſo apt to think highly of you. 
T fear in this I may have dealt with you as with 
my own heart — judged too favourably of both. 


May God give me a clearer _— both into you 
and into myſelf. 


I doubt not but your preſent condition conti 
butes greatly to your being more in earneſt, and 


you 
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you have 'need to lay up all the Rrength you can 
againſt what may de a time of great trial indeed. 


J am glad you found fuch a bleſſing on Sunday. I 


doubt not but the greater degree of light and joy 


you have, the more you will be aſſaulted by temp- 


tations, and theſe perhaps not only of a ſtrange, 
but alſo of an impertinent and ridiculous kind. 


The devil will ſometimes play the buffoon: But 1 
have found the beſt way of dealing with theſe temp- 
tations was not to combat them, but to let them 
paſs through the mind, as you would let a trouble- 
ſome croud of people 117 by your Goo without 


"RO them. 


/ 


The ſpeaking evil of your nibh before is 


are aware, though it has not all the blackneſs of 


premeditated” evil ſpeaking, yet it is a ſure ſign, 
that you have not that ſpirit of love, without which 
the higheſt attainments are but as ſounding braſs, 
and as a tinkling cymbal. I often am ſorry to ſee 
how much this divine temper is wanting amongſt 
all religious 'people. For my own part, I ſtand 
ſelf condemned in this, though it is a fin, which I 


have even a natural averſion to, and I fear there 


are but few hearts in which this root of bitterneſs 
does not grow almoſt imperceptibly. However, 
the captain of our ſalvation can give us to tread 
even this enemy under our feet. Let us therefore 
80 on — diſcouraged, truſting in his help, 


3 
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und following his ſteps, until we [apprehend that, 


for which we are apprehended of this divine 
; Leader. 8 ; J 
our ever r ffeionat jon ain, &c, 
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My dear F. rind, 


W E ought * to preſs forwards tawards 
perfect ſanctification, but we. muſt not ima- 
gine it is the work of a few days or months: it re- 
quires a long courſe of labour and continual watch- 
fulneſs. The ſenſe. of our being reconciled to God 
is only the firſt ſtep towards ſanctification. You and 
1, Who are ſcarcely worthy the name of babes in 
Chriſt, may now have power over ſin, if we con- 
tinue faithful to the grace given us; but we cannot 
yet expect to have what St. Paul calls << the glorious 
liberty of the ſons of God.“ Nay, perhaps we may 
ſee-the evil of our own hearts far more than we yet 
have done. God will ſhew us, as we are able to bear 
it, the ſtrength of inbred fin, and the depth of cor- 
ruption which is in our hearts; but this not to diſ- 
Courage or affright us, but to make us more ſen- 
ſible where our ſtrength lays, and more earneſt in 
imploring his help, who can and will in his own time 
ſurely free us from every weight, and from every 
ſpot and blemiſh of Jin, 'T herefore, my love, 

| doubt 


[ 45 ] | 
doubt not of the forgiveneſs of your fins. Doubt 
not of your deliverance: from the power of ſitv. 
Victory, full victory is attainable, and will cer- 

tainly be attained, if we diligently feek it. The 
danger of riches, and the danger of being allied 
to ** are great, . but, do not you ſee that God 
has ſurprizingly kept you in both theſe; and if you 
ſeek after true povery of ſpirit, outward riches will 
have little power to hurt you. Riches ate only hurt- 
ful, when they are productive of ſome temper con - 
trary to the goſpel, and by looking into your own 
heart you might eaſily ſee, whether they have this. 
effect upon you or not. The other danger, I be- 
lieve, is the greateſt 3 but conſtant prayer, con- 
ſtant watchfulneſs, will overcome Na ce The 
Lord J eſus n _ 
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oy dear bind, 


MR. 7 has 1 * me to meet Dr. * at has 
| houſe; but though. J honour the character of 
that worthy man, yet I rather fear, than deſire to do 
- WH fiis: Ireally now dread the being ſet up as ſomething 
n to be thought well of. I ſee ſuch a depth of pride 
* and ſelf- love in my own heart, that I dread any thing, 
which can give the leaſt food to theſe helliſh tempers. 
e, Lam well ſatisfied, that there can be no perfect 
dt Peace, no perfect love, till theſe be done away. 
89 Was 
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Was not the bleſſed Jeſus meet and lowly of heart? 

Was not he deſpiſed and rejected? And we? Oh, 
my dear love, tremble for yourſelf and for: me. 
We are eſteemed, admired, and ſought after. Do 
we not, think ye, tread upon burning coak ? How 
dangerous, how difficult to act for the glory of God, 
without ſacrificing ſomething to ſelf ? And this ſelf 
is all that ſeparates from God — this ſelf is all that 
keeps the bleſſings both of time and eternity from 
our ſouls. Oh let us learn, and know and feel, 
that we are nothing, and that God is all in all 
Certain it is that unleſs:we die with Chriſt; we 
cannot riſe to his life. Unleſs we are crucified 
with him here, we cannot reign with him here- 
after. Let us then nail our corrupt nature to his 
croſs, and continually mortify every temper. that is 
_ contrary to his perfect will. Suffer we muſt, but 
the love of God will make all fufferings ſweet, and 
his grace will enable us to conquer all difficulties, 
I rejoice at the victory, which you tell me has 
been given you over (I ſuppoſe} ſome reigning fin. 
Is not this encouragement to preſs forward? If you 
would preſerve conſtant peace and recollection, 
look more into your own heart, and lay not out 
yourſelf too much upon others. I have ſeen ſo 
much of the ill effects of this, that I dread it both 
for you and War Watch continually. 


Your N Hiaimai, &c, 


4 * 
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your letter, my dear life, has given me great 
pleaſure, This is indeed, as it ought- to be. 
And Oh by no means ſuffer this anxious deſire after 


God, this thirſt after holineſs to abate, only let it be. 
mixed with that kind of reſignation,.. which implies 


a.willingneſs to ſuffer, ſo you may be kept from 
fin. The pain you ſpeak of I rejoice. in. Oh my 
love, this is right, and may you more and more 
be conformed to Jeſus Chriſt, and him crucified. - 

A ſoul thus pained, thus. longing, thus ſtruggling. 
for ſalvation, and at the ſame time laying low at 


the foot of the croſs, and crying. C Lord thy will 


« be done, is an object in which the holy Lee 


rejoice, nay on which God himſelf looks — well 
pleaſed. To ſuch a ſoul every goſpel blefling is 


near at hand. The fun of righteoufneſs is on the 


point of riſing in it with healing in his wings 3 the 
eternal comforter is ready to witneſs with it, that 


it is born of God, and to fill it with that peace, 
which paſſeth all underftanding.. The bleſſed and 
adorable Trinity is ready to raiſe it from its fallen 
ſtate, and to perfect the new creation, What 


encouraging proſpects! Only let not this happy. 
pain be taken from you by any comforts the world 


can give, but hold it dear to your heart, as light 


to your ey es, till God himſelf change it to Joy 
unſpeakable, ; 


I have long thought that to wiſh for any thing, 


but the ſalvation of our own ſouls and that of others 4 
| C 4 is 
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is wrong: becauſe i in nothing elſe can we be ſure 
that our wiſhes are agreeable to the will of God. 
I do not know how to believe, that you could wi/ 
for more riches, and if the being pleaſed with the 
thoughts of gain proceeded only from this motive, 
that you thought God was putting it more in your 
power to relieve the neceſſities of others, I would 
not dare to condemn you: but\ it is ſo difficult 'to | 
take any ſatisfaction of this kind without ſome mix- 
ture of worldly mindedneſs, that-we cannot be too 
careful in this reſpect, nay we ought rather to fear, 
leſt we ſhould not be found faithful ſtewards of the 
talents put into our hands, as knowing, that both 
in ſpiritual and temporal bleſſings, To whom 
<< much! is given, of chem ſhall r required,” 2 
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15 4 dear E Wund, 


IF it ſhould Hleaſe God to make any "ik I 
write of benefit. to your ſoul, I ſhould greatly 
r*joice, but without that my words will avail no- 
thing ; and really the account you give of yourſelf 
at preſent is ſo ſtrange, that I know not hardly how 
to ſpeak to you, or whether harſhneſs or love is 
moſt neceſſary. But this I know, that my own 
ſoul is greatly pained for you, but I dare not flat- 
ter # 7h H any man have not the ſpirit of Chriſt, 
43 | © he 
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he i is none of his; and doubtleſs to take a plea- 
ſure in expoſing the faults: of others is a temper as» 
diſtant from the ſpirit of Chriſt, as hell is-from-hea- 
ven. Believe me, my dear life, if the love of Ged: 
reigned in your heart, you would rather cover than 
expoſe the faults even of the vileſt of men, and when 
obliged for their own good. ar the warning of 
others, to ſpeak to the diſadvantage of any one, 
you would. do it with fear and caution, at the ſame 


time looking up to God with your heart, leſt an 


bitterneſs ſhould mix, either with your thoughts 
or words, and caſt a ſully on your own ſoul. 
Ged is love, and infinite ſtreams of divine love are. 
perpetually flowing from him through all created 
nature. His acts of judgment as well as mercy are 
only acts of love, and deſigned either to remove or | 
to leſſen the evils occaſioned by the fall of angels 
and of man; and the. ſoul which is born of God 
will as neceſſarily partake of this divine principle of 
univerſal love, as the child you now carry within 
you partakes of your own, corrupt nature. You 
have great reaſon. then to tremble, and to look 
upon yourſelf as guilty, while this temper has any 
footing in your ſoul; therefore don't ſit down con- 
tented, becauſe you have intervals of recollection, 
but wreſtle mightily with God in fervent prayer, 
until he ſpeak peace to your ſoul, and his love be 
ſhed abroad in your heart, before which this evil. 
diſpoſition will fly as a miſt before the morning. ſun. 
You * affect me by what you ſay in regard 
| C5. to 
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to the expected hour of danger, but fear nat. No 
creature on earth can be more unworthy than [ am, 
and yet the God of mercy. protected me, and gave 
me ſtrength, and courage, and calmneſs, and [ 
doubt not but he will ſhew the ſame mercy to-you ; 
nay I have a ftrong confidence he will in your hour 
of extremity give you a clearer. ſenſe of his pardon- 
ing love, than you have yet experienced. Fear 
not, only — « Al N 19 _ 
« that beligveth.” 


It has pleaſed God-within e ene give 
me a ſevere trial, and eternal glory be to his name. 
I have ſtood it crying only, Lord thy will he done. 
My little boy was taken on Saturday evening with 
ſtrong convulſions, and · between that time and Sun- 
day evening had Lbelieve full forty fits. He is now 
much better. God. is ever merelful: he brings to 
the borders of. the grave, and raiſes up again. 
Oh how good it is to ſuffer ; How glorious to have 
grace triumph over nature? How ſweet to lay low 
at the foot of the croſs, and bleſs God for every 
thing which more conforms us to the ſuffering 8800 
Be e Fe e ESRC, Aue 
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th dear Friend, 


Have read and conſidered the letter 55 the 


numbers in Daniel and the Revelation, according 
to your deſire, and as far as my underſtanding can 


reach it, it ſeems to me (Suppoſe ng the pope is an- 
tichriſt, the beaſt, &c.) to be a well · connected 


ſcheme. Don't be angry at the word ſuppofmg,. 


becauſe though moſt of the Proteſtant writers have 
thought thus of his Holineſs, yet ſome men of 
learning and piety, Proteſtants too, who are now - 


alive, think otherwiſe. But don't think I am in 
this declaring my own opinion, for at preſent my 


judgment on this ſubjeQ is almoſt entirely governed 


by Mr. . The latter part of the letter might 1 
ſhould think be of ſervice to Miſs **, becauſe- it... 


is very affecting; and this I am ſure of that where 


the conſideration of theſe prophecies. is a means of 
ſtirring any one up to greater diligence, of making 
them fit looſer to the things of this world, and ſeek. 
more earneſtly after the things of God, they can- 
not conſider them too attentively. Every ſoul. 
ſhould carefully obſerve that way, in which God 
particularly leads it, and punQually follow every. _ 
means which it finds by experience brings it nearer- 


to God. Some are awakened and brought low by 


meditating on the ſevere judgments of God; others 


are melted down by reſlecting on his mercies. Some 
are employed uſefully to themſelves, and it may be 
2 habe $1 , to 
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to others, by accurately conſidering the ſeveral a- 

. mazing diſpenſations of God in the whole ſcheme 
of our redemption.; and others by a, more ſimple 
and general view of God, as. infinite wiſdom and 
infinite love, reſt calmly on his will, and though 
in a lower and leſs ſhining way purſue the ſame 
end, viz. ſalvation by the blood 'of the lamb from 
the power as well as from the guilt of ſin, and union 
with the pure fountain of. all happineſs. All theſe 

ways are good in themſelves, and are made ſo to 
every ſoul, which in them follows the leadings of 
the Spirit of God. But I may make that, which 
is good. in itſelf, evil to me, by uſing it only, becauſe 
another thinks it right, and not becauſe I really 
find it the means which moſt unites my, ſoul. to 
Chrift: and therefore we ought never to blame 
any one for not being affected 04 in the ſame man- 
ner by that wa affects 8 


But to return to the letter. Tis very certain 
that the judgments of God are now abroad in the 
earth, and that ſome of the ſigns of the laſt times 
plainly appear ; this (whether the calculation in the 
letter be right or wrong) is obvious to every one, 
and calls aloud for ſeriouſneſs and watchfulneſs: 
Happy are thoſe who ſhall ſtand unmdved in the 
time of temptation. Happy are thoſe who when 
all nature is agoniſing around them can fly to the 
only rock of refuge, and there find ſhelter from the 
waz and Wadow from- the heat. But. above all 


5 happy 


2 


tt. 


happy are thoſe, who ſhall have the ghoty of rat: Ys 
fering for their Redeemer, of ſealing their teſtimony 

with their blood, or in the midſt of the fire ſnout - 

ing for joy, and bleſſing God for a martyr's crown. 
Theſe, theſe are glorious proſpects, and weak as 

we are, ſhould God honour us with a trial like this, 
he would alſo give us ſtrength to be more than con- 
querors. In the mean time let us not be weary or 
faint in our minds, but manfully fight till we obtain 
complete victory over our own evil hearts; and 
then fhdlÞwe ſtand with humble confidence even 
beforg'Gur judge, and though all nature was dif- 
ſolved; we ſhould remain unſhaken, and be wholly 
ſwallowed up in joy unſpeakable and full of 2 
AMR, Lord Jeſus. p 
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1 Really believe you are the ſame wavering in- 
' conſtant creature you uſed to be, and one ſign 


of your being ſo is that you write to me now as if. 


it was a taſk, which you had Jaid upon yourſelf, 
and was glad to get huddled over, any how, ſo it 
was but done. There is now no ſerious examina- 
tion of your own heart, no pleaſure in writing on 
the things of God, no ſpiritual affections, all is 

buen and confuſion. * take care, I intreat of 


you, 


1 


you, take care, and in the midſt of your bodily 
hurry. keep ſacred in your ſoul a little place of ſi- 
lence and retirement, where the ſtill ſmall voice 
may be heard; and though, your particular cir- 
cumſtances divide you from your friends, yet let 
them not ſeparate you from your God. The more 
your head and hands are full of buſineſs, the more 
need have you to watch over your own heart. 
What is firſt done (in reſpect of worldly affairs) 
from an excellent motive, and as matter of duty, 
may by degrees ſo cling about the heart as to be- 
come a ſnare to it, and to fill it with * and the 
love of the world. Adien. 1 Od 
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th = Friend,” 


I Thank you for your laſt letter, and I bleſs God, 
that you was not offended at mine. This bear- 
1 ing « of plain-dealing is a comfortable proof to me of 
your ſincerity.. If temptations increaſe, God will 


dive a proportionable increaſe of ſtrength, There 


wants nothing but faithfulneſs on your part to the 
grace already given. I know not the particulars of 
your ſufferings, but 1 know it is good to ſuffer. 
It is a diſcipline all muſt go. through, who make 
ay. tolerable advance i in the ſchool of Chriſt. I 

| e | could 
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could wiſh you to ſeek more after continual reſig · 
nation, than ſenſible comfort. You may pethaps. 


live too much upon frames. Peace indeed as it 


implies deliverance from condemnation through the 
blood of the lamb is to be diligently ſought; and 
carefully preſerved ; but the ſweet- guſts. and re- 
liſhes.of devotion, which raiſe and gladden the ani- 
e eee, though they are to be thankfully re- 
ceived, and faithfully uſed to the glory of God, 
yet they are not to be truſted in, becauſe in theſe 
there is ſo much of nature mixed with grace; but 
conſtant and heart - felt reſignation is a- bulwark 
againſt every trial, and a foundation for folid peace, 
and joy tranſcendently pure. The whole ſtate of 
a ſoul made perfect in love ſtands in that one pe- 
tition of the Lord's prayer, Thy will be done; and 
if we could but preſerve that temper of mind which 
m_ words deſcribe, I -know not what eould hurt 
Suppoſe now when I firft wake in a morning 
I ſhould. lift up my heart, ** Lord I blefs thee for 
this new day which thou haſt given me. In this 
4 day I ſhall have freſh manifeſtations of thy will 
&« concerning me, either in comforts or in ſuffer- 
e ings. Lord I am thy creature, deal with me as 
« it ſhall pleaſe thee: only deareſt Saviour leave 
t me not to myſelf, but let thy grace be ſufficient - 
for me, and thy ſtrength be. made perfect in 
& my weakneſs.” When ſettled in this frame of 
mind, ſuppoſe my trials to begin. I am tempted. 
by the perverſneſs and evil tempers of my own 
family 


0562 | 
family to impatience, to anger; but 1 immediately 
recollect myſelf, Lord it is thy will 1 ſhould 
<« bear this, pardon their perverſneſs, and give me 
to be thankful for every opportunity of ſelf=denial 
cc and forbearance.“ Well! now another, and far 
more difficult trial appears. I am to' behave to 
people, whom I know to be my moſt malignant 
and bitter enemies, whom I know to be continually 
watching occaſions of evil againſt me, as if they 
were my dear friends; I am obliged to receive 
Judas kiſſes, and to ſmile upon my betrayers. 
Here every faculty of the ſoul is alarmed, and na- 
ture ſhrinks back affrignted. But what does grace 
Jay? Lord I thank thee for this glorious trial! 
What a bleſſing is it I ſhould be permitted to 
c drink of the ſame cup my Saviour drank of 
„ Oh bleſs theſe mine enemies, fill their hearts 
<« with thy love, let thy divine will be perfected 
both in them and me.“ Ihis temptation is con- 
queted, but another and a more trying one imme- 
diately ſucceeds. I am treated unk indiy by people 
I love, and who are really my friends. Here my 
heart is wounded, it ſinks, it is ready to faint; 
but recovering itſelf it reſts upon its God, and 
<« Lord, even in this, thy will be done, and let 
the ſufferings of Chriſt be perfected in me, that 
I may be alſo a partaker of his glory.“ In this 
manner one might inſtance in all kinds of ae, 
Eee Wy: r N 4k in each. 
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I know not how to think ſo meanly of you, as 
to imagine your heart in danger of being drawn 
away by the world. But I know Lam always apt 
to ſet you in too high a light, and it may be ſo i in 
this caſe : this one thing however Iam ſite of, 
that we are fighting for eternity, and this againſt 
innumerable enemies, dangerous ones from with- 
out, but far more dangerous ones within. If the 
Lord himſelf was not on our fide, how could we 
maintain our ground one moment. To his almighty 
protection I commend you and yours, and am 


Your. ever-affettionate, &c. 
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Rey Mr. * * * 


Dear dir, 4 pg 


OU will I hope excuſe my 81 you 
this trouble, when I tell you that I can- 
wo not be eaſy without aſking your pardon, 
* for a fault which perhaps your charity 
may have overlooked, but which F cannot forget. 
I think J anſwered you with too much ſpirit on Sun- 
day morning in regard to the Hebrew ; nay, I am. 
ſure ] did, becauſe I found a blameable riſing in 
my heart, at your ſeeming to think, that T purſued 
it only as head-#nowledge, and that it was a thing 
wholly unprofitable, Pardon me this fault, and- 
give me leave now, with the deference I owe you, 
| 95398} 303-12" v to 
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* to been EE my. 4 for amine, and” 
continuing, the ſtudy of this language, When I 
* firſFbegan to have ſome notion of ſeeking after re- 
demption, I by degrees quitted ſeveral purſuits, 
which a great thirſt after that knowledge which 
puffeth up, and a diſpoſition to take pains, had 
engaged me in; and I fhould never have applied 
myſelf to the learning Hebrew, had not Mr. * 
told me that he thought it was the duty of every 
chriſtian (who had leiſure) to do it: accordingly ! 
deſired him to give me ſome inſtructions, which 
he did, and upon the force of them I diligently 
applied myſelf; and I own to you that at-firſt, my 
head was too much in it, and my imagination was 
ready to run away with me; nay, and what was 
worſe, when at any time I was hindered from 
doing the taſk I had ſet myſelf, I uſed" to repine, 
and be uneaſy.: but thank God the caſe. is far dif- 
ferent now, and 1 find ſo much real benefit from 
the manner in which I now proceed, that I ſhould 
act utterly againſt my conſcience, if I was not to 
continue. Don't think that I mean by benefit, 
-thoſe exceeding nice explanations, which ſome men 
of great learning among the Hutchinſoniaus run 
into; I have neither knowledge, capacity; nor 
inclination, for heights like theſe: but there is a 
beauty and, ſtrength in the Hebrew idiom. (which 
' no. tranſlation, can reach) that helps to raiſe my 
heart to God, and makes me ſee more and more 


che excellency of the ſacred ſeriptures. If to learn 
Hebr eW,. 


1 674 


Hebrew, was only to write Jown the Hebrew words, | 
and then the meaning of them in E nglſh, it would be 

a poor employment indeed. But don't you think, 
Sir, I may palſabiy make the paſſage am about, ſub- 
ject of meditation and prayer: if I do not, I am ſufe 
Cala ſia had better be burnt than ever looked in by me. 
If while I am employed in the Hebrew Bible, Iam 
forgetful of that God whoſe: Word it is, could there 
be any puniſhment bad enough for me? Dear Six, 
if you could but ſee my heart, and know how in- 
finitely above all things, in heaven or earth, I love 
my God and Redeemer, you would not think ſo 

of me! I hope you will not be diſpleaſed with 
me for writing to you in this manner: I don't like, 
that there ſhould ſeem any difference between you 
and me, even in judgment. Before I conclude, 1 
muſt thank you for your ſermon of Sunday after- 
noon; in particular, and I am ſure: you have the 
higheſt reaſon to thank God, for you was aſſiſted by 
him, in this, in a moſt remarkable manner; I never 
heurd you preach with ſuch power, ſuch ſtrength, 
and ſuch: glorious boldneſs. I do aſſure you I fat 
aſtoniſhed. - May the Lord Jeſus increaſe in you * 
* and n other good and perfect Gift! 5 


ö 
5 
| 
| . | .Tam with great efteem, 
7 


Your obliged and aſfectionate Friend and Servant, 


4 0; 


I „ | 12 Dear 


5 6 0 
bo, . felt _ 


Ie oblige ts you for your kid concen 

on my account. My illneſs I believe is rather 
troubleſome than dangerous, a diſorder in my ſto- 
mach, which has been attended with a flight fever, 
I'was ill, when you and Mr. *** were to fee me, 
though I did not complain, and I looked upon it a; 
a particular bleſſing: for had my ſpirits been in their 
full flow, an event ſo much wiſhed; would have too 
much elated me; but my diſorder ſerved to keep 
the balance of my mind even. I ſee the goodneß 


; of God to me in every thing, and therefore ſickneſ 


or health, life or death are equally welcome to me, 
as coming from the ſame gracious hand. Nature 
its true ſhrinks at ſuffering, but grace triumphs in 
reſignation, and is thankful for the diſpenſation of 
the preſent moment, without withing or willing 
in regard to the future. But I hope to learn ſome 
leſſoms of this kind from you next Sunday. Til 
then farewel, and may the fulneſs of "ny golper 
W e -e bz wa 
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e Thur, Thr 'Clock, 
au W T (Ce, 
AS you had part of ny” eig wha 

afternoon. May I find ĩt more profitably em- 
ployed than my morning was Were you not very 
cruel to engage me in a diſpute when Mr. *** yas 
of the party, before whom you know (though 1 
have the higheſt opinion of his ſenſe and goodneſs) 
4 cannot freely ſpeak my ſentiments? Were you 

not cruel to attack me when I was wholly un- 
De and overwhelm, confound, and vex me 
with your logic and extremely nice diſtintions? 
I have been ſtriving fince you went to pierce 
through your cibud of argument, and my inlogical 
head has reduced tothe following eeder': ae dee 


- Jullibration, n to the ſcriptural ſenſe of 
of the ward, cannot be had without evidence at- 
tending it, in ſome degtee or other. If . evidence 
in ſome degree is the neceſſary conſequence of juſti- 
fication, we are certainly to try and examine our 
own hearts, what evidences we have of our being 
juſtified. This to me appears ſelf-evident, The 
point then reſts here. Vou believe that my friends 
require the ſame degree of evidence in every one, 
and I, if my eyes, my ears, and my underſtanding 
do not all deceive me, have the higheſt reaſon to 
be aſſured, that they do not. And here let it reſt. 
If you have wy regard for my FO improve- 

ment, 
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ment, I intreat you not to lead me into diſputing : 


my mind. I have always the mortification of think- 
ing I have done, ſomething amiſs, either ſaid too 
much or too little, been too warm in one thing, 
or not ſtrenuous endugh in another. The ſtrong 
deſire I haye, that all good chriſtians ſhould. agree, 
love, and think the 5% of each other, is the cauſe 
of my being ſo uneaſy, when I find any diſagree- 
ment. I long to reconcile all, but this cs 


| ſcheme is tome like an-enchanted. caſtle ; juſt as 1 


ſeem to be got to the, entrance of it, it vaniſnes, 


and leaves me in a wilderneſs, where I might long 
wander, and find no reſt to my weary- feet, Was it 


not for a clue which 1 hope never to let go. This 
blefled clue ſoon brings me again into the plain and 
open path, and leads me by rivers of living water, 
whoſe ſprings can never fail. That you and I, to- 
gether with all who love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in 
ſincerity, may ever be led by this bleſſed cle, 


and ever drink of this n water, is the earneſt 
g wiſh of * 


Your obliged and faithful Friend and 4 Sven, br. 


} # 


Dear 


there is nothing whieh ſo "much diſtracts and wounds 


- 


e 


6 N Sir, 


TH HE 8 of God upon Liſbon are dread- 


ful indeed. I know not what heart can be 


bard enough to hear of them without concern. 
What but the amazing mercy of a long-ſuffering 


God can prevent London from feeling the ſame 175 


dreadful blow]! And if God ſhould ariſe to ſhake 
terribly our land, what great reaſon will thoſe 
perſons have to be thankful, whom God has drawn 
from all worldly ſchemes of happineſs, and fixed 


their hearts on a baſis, which can never be ſhaken, 


though the earth be moved, and the mountains 
caſt into the midſt of the ſea? I have been much 
comforted in reſpect of the miſeries of others by 
this ſcripture — When the judgments of Gid are 
abroad in the earth, . the inhabitants thereof” will 
learn righteouſneſs. - If ſuch a blefſed end is pro- 
duced- by theſe ſevere acts of juſtice, have we not 
reaſon even in the midſt of terror to admire_and 
adore? The whole univerſe appears to me to be 
in the hand of God, as a grain of duſt in the 
balance; and I, a creature more inſignificant, 
more worthleſs, and ſinful than can be conceived, 
am among the reſt in this almighty hand, and al! 
is ſafe My, heart is by nature calntully tender, 
and yet in the midſt of feeling, either for myſelf 

e or 


% 
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or others, there is a ſecret ſatisfaction in my in- 
moſt ſoul, that God is glorified in every act of 


- - his providence, whether of judgment or mercy; 
and I hardly know how to form ny. other prayer 
W TY” oy be done. 


„ 


I fear I ſhall not ſee you on Thurſday, becauſe 

but wherever you are, may the God 

| of all conſolation be your light and your ſhield, and 

bring you ſafe to that city, which has eternal foun- 
dations. 


| J am your ever-obliged Friend and Servant, &c, 


ne 


V what you laid to Mr *** when he had the 
pleaſure of hearing you, I imagine you think 


my illneſs is owing to a cauſe of which I am by no 
means certain; however the bare probability of ſuch 
a charge mould not be without my immediately re- 
flecting on the dangers and temptations that would 
attend it: a ſoul, that is really deſirous of attain- 
ing the pure love of God, is exceedingly jealous 


of 


/ 


_ 9 IP 
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of any thing that has a poſſibility of drawing it from 
its center of happineſs, and looks upon any event 


which has this poflible tendency (let the world 
term it bleſſing or misfortune) with a tender anxious 
fear, which none can underſtand but thoſe who 
have felt it. This was my caſe, and my imagination 
would ſometimes paint a thouſand inſtances which 
might draw my foul down to earth; and this fear 
(though it never made me wiſh any thing but what 
was the will of God) would bring the tears to my 
eyes, and cauſe an uneaſineſs, which doubtleſs pro- 
ceeded from want of faith. But that God whoſe 


mercies are renewed every morning, ſoon delivered 
me from thoſe fears, and calm Peace, perfect re- 


ſgnation and watchfulneſs ſucceeded ; and for this 
fortnight paſt, though I have been in continual un- 
certainty, whether I ſhould continue in the condition 
I am thought to be in or not, my mind by the all. 
ſufficient grace of God has been fo equally kept, 
that T Have not had the leaſt wiſh or choice of my 
own, but have been equally pleaſed with whatever 
ſeemed to be the leadings of providence concerning 
me; and you cannot think, what a work of an- 
nihilation this uncertainty has been the means of 
carrying on in my ſoul, which I ſee plainly in the 
nature of things could not ſo well have been effected 
by any other. I never can be enough thankful for 
the-unſpeakable mercies of God to ſo unworthy a 
creature, My will has been brought into a dead- 
neſs: -which I even a few months ago ſhould have 
D 2 thought 


1 
: thought almoſt impoſſible; and I ſee, and have 
ſome foretaſtes of that ſtate which is called:the pure 


and diſintereſted love of Gods 3 ina manner 1 cannot 
expreſs. 


I I ſhould be very glad to os you when your 
affaits will permit, for I have not had one help 
from without ſince I ſaw you laſt, nor have I had 
many of thoſe ſenſible joys and comforts from with- 
in which have. ſometimes been indulged me; and 
indeed my animal frame would have been. too weak 
to have borne them, - unleſs God had i in a particular 
manner ſupported it: every faculty of my ſoul has 
been in a manner weighed down by continual ſick- 
neſs.” Thave not ofily been incapable of any out- 
ward application, but alſo of intenſe thinking or 
fervent prayer: but in the midſt of this my weak- 
-* neſs, the ſtrength of God has more abundantly been 
made manifeſt, -that I might be abaſed even to the 
duſt, and his free grace exalted z fo that I well un- 
| derſtand what St. Pau! meant, when he ſaid, There- 
fore will I glory in infirmities, in weakneſſes, in 
di e, that the power” of Chriſt may reſt upon 

— But I muſt finiſh this already too long letter. 
Facewel ! May the dew of heaven from aboye con- 
N refreſh INN 
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Deer Sir, FR 


I Am much obliged to you for your letter, from 
which I have learnt a very uſeful. leſſon, viz. 
never to fancy that the particular circumſtances of 


others would be more advantageous to me than my 


own. You are ready almoſt to envy me my many. 
hours of retirement; when at the ſame time, Iam 
continually complaining: that I have fo few, and 


often crying out, when Hall I Have a whole day to 
myſelf ? ? And then! frequently think, were I a man 


and in the ininiſtry, my time would then be all ſpent. 
for- God; but now; what an inundation of trifling 


flows in upon me, which tis impoſſible for me to 
"un without altogether going out of the world. 


I -enger dhe the bed; en which: ;y6u-bid/ me 


write with fear and trembling; my abilities are 


really far from being equal to it: for although 1 
know many chriſtians, who would immediately cry. 


out, that it needed not one moment's conſideration, 


L dare not do ſo; for I now do really feel the weight 


of ĩd upon my foul... Tis a moſt alarming truth, 
that a miniſter may ſpeak with the tongue of men 


and of angels, and that the power of God may fo. 


accompany his words as to make them the means 
of converting thouſands; and yet for want of duly 


ſearching into his own heart, he may ſuffer it to 
be overgrown with poiſonous weeds, with tempeis 
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tation daily increaſes, till at laſt he becomes 
. he rn 


, © 1. 
and inclinations, which if unſubdued, will abſo- 
lutely ſhut him out from that kingdom of glory, to 
which he is leading others. How eaſy for a man 
who is continually ſetting forth the glorious truths 


| of the goſpel, and inforcing holineſs of heart and 


life, to imagine (for want of conſtant ſelf-examina- 
tion) that be himſelf is what he preaches ? This is 


a moſt dangerous ſnare ;z and therefore how abſo- 


lutely neceſſary is that retirement which affords op- 


portunity for a diligent ſearch into the receſſes of 
the heart, and gives the ſoul leiſure to wait in awful 
ſilence before God, where, free from every object 


of ſenſe, and from the workings of imagination, it 
may with all its faculties proſtrate before the eter- 


nal Trinity feel itſelf to be nothing, and God to 
be all in all. But then it may be aſked, ſhall not 


a man who with fincerity and ſingleneſs of heart, 
Tpends and is ſpent for the ſervice of God, be ſo 
kept by divine grace that his ſoul ſhall ſuffer no loſs 
dy the want of retirement!  Doubtlefs. Where 


Vncerity and fingleneſs of heart are preſerved, that 


ſoul ſhall be deſended as with a ſhield. But here 


lies the difficulty, and this I take to be the grand 
temptation of every miniſter of the goſpel: he ſets 
out perhaps (though this is not always the caſe) with 
a ſingle view to the glory of God and the ſalvation 


15 of ſouls, the power of God accompanies his words, 


the hearts of the people fall under him, his repu- 


popu- 


fat 44 people, 


mY 


people, who for the moſt part hear lim as an angel! 


of God, their thirſty fouls gaſping after the 'truths-- 
he utters : an innocent and an holy: joy fills his 
heart; Here are fouls that may. be won to Chriſt, 
% and that by me / Lord, what amazing love, that 
« who am the leaſt and the loweſt of | all thy 
« ſervants ſhould be thus: bleſt.**—— 80 far all is 
well, all is happy: but the ſubtil enemy of 


mankind ſo ſtrongly impreſſes this, hy me, upon 
his imagination, that a ſelf-complaceticy,- ſeparate | 


from the glory of God, . ariſes in his heart, and 
this, if not immediately quelled, leads him to the 
brink of a precipice. God ſtill, for the ſake of 
others, continues his uſefulneſs ; but every con- 
verſion which he is the means of making is freſh.. 
food for his-ſelf-love, and by degrees he becomes 
ſo dead to the love of God, that he preaches even 


the pureſt doQtrines of the goſpel, with the ſame ſpirit 


and the ſame views, with which a lawyer pleads at 
the bar; But on the contrary, that blefed ſervant of 
Chriſt ho ſtedfaftly purſues the narrow path, who 
conquers every riſing: of ſelf-love in its firſt appear- 
ance, and conſtantly refers all the good he does or 
ſpeaks to the author and giver of all good, he ſhall 
be kept in all his ways, and bleſt in all his works; 
and though his ſoul may pant for retirement, as 


thinleing he ſhould there enjoy nearer communion 


with God, and make higher advances in the divine 
life, this may not perhaps be immediately permitted 
him: der de order chaviis lee eee wa br 
* 9D 4 me 


e 
the brighter, God may make his preſent uſefulneſs 
a ſure ſign to him, that he ought to continue bis 
conſtant labour fon others, though it ſhould be with 
much temptation, fear, and trembling. However 
this is very certain, that God to a ſervant thus /in- 
cere will point out a plain path, either by inwart 
leadings which cannot be miſtaken, or outward Pro- 
vidences. — Adieu] Pardon the weakneſs of this; 
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L Dp Sir, 


TAE. ſhortneſs np wag to indi fear 

of giving you uneaſineis, and throwing blame 
upon others; which I muſt neceſſatily have done, 
had I at that time ſpoken freely of myſelf, or. frel- 
ingly on the things of God. Lou will fay, this is 
ſtrange, but believe mb it is very true; and I had 
wrote three ſides of a long letter to you, which I 
threw by for the abovementioned reaſons. — As 
to **#, I had indeed at that time found particular 
bleſſings from that inward: mortification' he ſo 


e nn. and 1 plainly ſaw that it 


Was 
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was a kind and a wiſe providence which had brought 
that book to my hands. Whatever the Spirit of 
God makes uſeful to my heart, either from the 
canon of ſcripture or from ſpiritual authors, I thank- 
fully receive, and give him the glory: but I well 


know there is but one great touch - ſtone, by which - 


all. doctrines are to be tried; and therefore I hope 
your kind and affectionate fears for me, left Lſhould * 
not enough eſteem the written word of God, are 
needleſs: and indeed I am ſo far from ſetting any 
human writer on a footing with this, that I ſcarcely 
read them at all, 7. e. in compariſon of my reading 
the Bible; I hook over ſome few, but this is very 
different from the manner of reading you recom- 
mend, and which I ſtrive by the grace of God to 
practice; nay it would be the greateſt ſlavery to 
me you can conceive, if I were obliged to read 
many religious books: however I return you the 8 
ſincereſt thanks for your care, and beg you will in 
all things watch over me with a © godly jealouſy,” 
for I know my own heart is deceitſul, and, if left 
to itſelf, deſperately wicked. — But my dear friend, 
could you imagine that I enquired after the fate of 
your mind according to the common acceplation of the 
word? (how impertinent muſt I have appeared !) 
far from it. I only deſired to know what paſſed in. 
your ſoul, 1. e. what ſpiritual bleflings you had 
both from without and within, that I might ſhare 
them with you; and this I was emboldened to do 
dy the ſweet account you had given in your former 
Ds letter, 
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ral 


letters: of the bleſſings you eyed: at Briſtol 
The Lord refreſn your ſoul. continually with the 
rich ſtreams of his redeeming love, and may his 
everlaſting arms be beneath you! I know your 
preſent ſtate, of hanging as it were in ſuſpenſe be- 
tween” the viſible and inviſible world, is a diſpen- 
ſation big with divine love; and was I to ptay for 
you that prayer which my ſoul moſt loves, it would 
be, that you ſhould lie in the hand of God as an 
te inſtrument# without ſelf ebener * — | 
« till the will of God was perfected in you.” 
would be the prayer of pure love and Calne: 
faith; but if T deſcended to the tenderneſs of ſen- 
ſible friendſhip, I fhould afk your ſpeedy recovery. 
If it ſhould be given me to ſee you again in this 
world of vanity and woe, I ſhall be thankful, and 
perhaps it may be ſo: but T know not — ſomething 
ſeems to-whiſper me that the thread both of your 
life and mine is nearly ſpun. For my part, I have 
within theſe few days had a ſweet call to eternity, 
by a ſudden and violent difordet in my ſtomach and 
bowels (called according to the faſhionable phraſe 
a nervous cholick) which ſeems to have ſet me a 
good way forwards on my journey: happy pain! 
kind meſſenger ! Oh my friend, I have nothing 
but mercies to tell you of. So ſupported ! Such 
wondrous grace] Such boundleſs love! 7 all fin 
and miſery. The Saviour all tenderneſs and mercy. 
The probable approach of death delightful. No 
ſting remaining. No * upon my chariot- wheels. 
Mercies 


„ 
Mercies s too from without which I had never be- 
fore experienced in a time of ſickneſs. The Rev. 
Mr. *** praying and ſinging. by my bed, with 
| ſuch power of faith and love, ſuch unction from 
above l Does this hurry the ſpirita ? Does this en- 
danger? Ho far from it? I proteſt not only my 
ſoul rejoiced, but even my body grew better as he 
prayed. Do not fail to thank God on my behalf, 
and pray for me that I may not be ungrateſul to 
ſuch amazing mercy. I have had yout Dr. , 
and find much fellowſhip of ſpirit with him, but 
fear he will think me impertinent: for T catched at 
every opportunity of talking to him as A fellow tra- 
veller. I would fain have engaged him in a cloſe 
converſation, but he ſeems too reſerved. Le 
Lord Jeſus preſerve you, ſweeten every pain, and 
r 
men eee, eee ee 
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Dear air, 8 * 


y ou wage kind md [gore wie mocks 
me extremely, but J hope it has been made a 


means of humbling my ſoul before God. How - 
little do F deſeruve that you ſhould write to me in 


this manner? Alas you do not know me; 1 am 
leſs than the leaſt of all the mercies of Hod; do 
not, I beſeęch you, think fo highly of me, it really 
makes. me aſhamed of myſelf. Oh that I could 
be lower than the duſt! Oh that I could ſhrink 
into noching at; the preſence of my God The 

May: too in which. you ſpeak of yourſelf, : puts me 
inj a ſtrange dilemma. I dare not pay religious 
compliments, and yet how ſhall I write to you as 
if Tbelieyed you? How much greater has your croſs 


of ſickneſs been than mine? So long, fo lingering, 


ſuch inconveniencies as it lays you under ; but yet 


this is certainly u excuſe for à ſoul, taught of Gad, 
as your”'s is, to wiſh its removal. Do you indeed 


wiſh for any thing but ſanctiſication? Surely, my 


dear friend, you wrong yourſelf, it cannot be. 
Oh remember the glorious path you have oſten 
pointed out to me, of perfect reſignation; I have 


conſidered you as a pattern to me, particularly in 


this. I muſt not think that you have any „ re- 


'«© luctance to bear the croſs ;*” it would wound 


my heart too much. Do T not know, that you 


love 432 above all yl Do 1 not know the 
 lincere 


Wt 1721 
ſincere deſires of your ſoul after holineſs ?. And is 
there any way in the ſpiritual life, which ſo imme- 
diately leads to holineſs, as willing. ſuffering ? 
Happy are thoſe to whom God gives the grace of 
doing much for him, for his cauſe, for his people, 

but ten times more bleſſed are they who ſuffer» with 

Chriſt. Is there a joy abſalutely pute? It is that 

of ſuffering. Oh did we but know the health, the 

peace, tha. life hat is at the bottom of every bitter 
cup; with what alacrity ſhould we. drink it? 

With what thankfulneſs, nay, with tears of joy, 

ſhould. we cry» Lord, what unbounded mercy, 

what aſtoniſhing grace is this, to a worm like me-; 
that 7 ſhould be led in this, mo/? ercellent way; 
that 7 ſhould be made to tread in thoſe. foopſteps 
which are moſt eminently thine ? Deareſt Saviour, 
ſweet is thy croſs, ſweet is thy thorny. crown ;, 
thy ſtripes, thy wounds, thy pain, more delightful 
than beds of. roſes. Let other ſouls glory in 
mount Taber, my joy ſhall be to ſtay with Thee on 
mount. Calvary, that I may be made conformable 

to thy death. Such would be the language of a 

ſoul truly ſenſible of the great benefit of ſuffering, 

and embracing, with ſweet complacency, the croſs, _ 

which thus united it with its Redeemer. May 

this be the language of your ſoul and mine ; then 
ſhall we be found unſhaken in the fiery trial, and 
come out as gold purified ſeven times. But, after 
all, what fuffering have I had in this illneſs ? It 
can ſcarce be called ſuffering, when God ſenſibly 


8 * 


5 1791 
ſupports. The ſuffering is when #e bides his face, 
withdraws his helping hand, and leaves the ſoul 
(as it were alone) in pain or in aifliction, to ſtruggle 
with the powers of darkneſa, which at ſuch a time 
eageily beſet it. bis I have fometimes known, 
and ibis is ſuffering indeed; I have the ſame con- 
HEdenee in God for my dear Mr. that you 
have: was I to be removed I doubt not but it would 
be made a means of good to his ſoul; but it feems 
at preſent to be the will of God that I ſhould con- 
tinue ſome time longer. My imwrard weakneſs is 
not o great, and my pain, though pretty conſtant, 

is fo Night that tis fearce worth the 1 ne: 1 
thank God that your health is returning, and truſt 
we ſhall meet a on this ide the river; but in 
the mean time pray earneſtly for m. ke. tbo 
more than pain. Farewel ! May you' and I co 
mo join in this ptaper, „ T will be done in 

us, and by us, i in time and im eternity!" 4 
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| My der Fried, 56 363 - 75 : 


I Received: your letter mich mack; 8 

for I began to be very uneaſy at not hearing from 
you in ſo long a time; and you haye for theſe two 
days lain with ſuch a weight on my ſpirit, that I 
knew not how to account for it. I well know the 
manner in which the praiſe. you beſtowed was meant, 
but you know not how I dread i 3 
and therefore though I often find that praiſe really 
humbles me (juſt as your own compariſbn well de- 
feribes) yet it gives me à pain I know: not how t 
expreſs. I have indeed often heard you ſpeak thoſe 
till now: and did you ſpeak them in ( the bitter- 
« neſs of your ſoul ? Call me no more your 
friend ! I am not'worthy- the name. How oſten 
have I heard them with unconeern, looking on 
them only as words of courſe, ' a kind of common- 
place humility, Will you forgive me? I promiſe 
you for the future I will pay more attention to every 
thing you ſay ; I will not by the grace of God be 
ſo indolent and fo faithleſs in the things which eon 
cern you as I have been. I know I am apt to 
think too highly of thoſe I love, and I hate to be 
diſturbed in the thought. You cannot imagine 
how ingenious I am in caſting theſe burdens from 
me: a latent fear of diſptealing,” and-a falſe. hu- 


— 
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| 8 60 * 
mility, furniſ me with arguments. Why ſhould 
<«- I pretend to ſpeak ſo and fo, to people ſo much 
« more advanced in grace than myſelf ?” Not con- 
ſidering that God can work by the weakeſt and 
moſt unworthy. But cannot I pray Oh my friend, 
if ever I haue been wanting in ardent prayers for 
you, ſurely I hope never to- be ſo again: that 
communiom of ſpirit which I have with you in the 
life of Chriſt, ſhall I truſt add wings to my prayers 


on your behalf, NT es 


neee 


þ 07 eee nay to me, 
that I ſhall. at leaſt hate one companion in the way 


which God has ſet me to walk in, the way. of the 
croſs,.. the inward crucifixion, as you ſo juſtly call 
it: (thanks 'be to. God for this-refreſhment to my 
ſpirit]) Many ſpeak of this, and becauſe St. Paul 
mentions the being cruciſied, &c. with Chtiſt, 
they preach about and about it; but I ſee plainly 
that you not only ſpeaſ but feel. — And do you 
| know ſo: much of the bitterneſs: of the creature? 
The The Lord be praiſed ! May you daily know it more 
and more Lam ſure this experience will only make 
the hidden manna the ſweeter: and I am equally 
ſure, that thoſe bitter draughts are abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to every ſoul that would wholly give itſelf 
up to God. *Tis eaſy to talk of the will being 
perfectly reſigned, | ſwallowed up in the will of. 
. and while this * floats as a notion in 
HEL be 


— 


1e 


the brainz no great ſufferings will attend it. But 
when the ſoul really feels what this implies, that it 
is a being cut off from-the creature, from ſelf, from 


the workings of imagination, from. ſenſible com- 


fort, then it knows indeed. what it is to ſuffer, then 
it fights as it were in the midft of the fire. Every 
thought muſt be brought into obedience to Chriſt ; 
and God effeQts this in the ſoul.as it is able to bear 
it: firſt one trial comes, then another; one ſtrikes 
at love of the creature, another at ſelf - love, a third 
at ſpiritual gride; and the fight continues till Chriſt 
has brought down all his enemies, and led captivity 
captive. And to attain. this ſtate of glorious liber- 
ty, who would not rejoice to ſuffer? What a 
coward muſt he be who would fly from a field of 
battle, where to die is to conquer? Oh what 
bleſſed encouragements has a chriſtian to fight man- 
fully ! Let us not be weary-or faint in our minds, 
we have not yet reſiſted umo blood ſtriving againſt 
ſin; but let us not fail to do it. Have we not a 
captain who treads all the powers of death and hell 
under his feet ? Is he not Jehovah mighty to ſave ? 
And has he not promiſed that he will ſave even to 
the uttermo/t? The way we have to travel is in- 
deed long, and there are lions in it; but what of 


that ! Jeſus the deliverer is with us, and VC 
ſhall hurt, us. 


Through Jeſus we can al W * 


— 


— 


would we more? Farewel, may the peace of God 
be wich gen, mr armored won 
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LETTERS. 


 Waluſ Night, Februar 13, 1756 


=, Cold has been the means of preventing | 
& me from ſpending the evening in the 
very trifling manner which you, my 
dear friend, have been forced to do; 
though I cannot but hope that your mind, in the 
midſt of all this noiſe and nonſenſe; has been en- 
abled to keep itſelf in a ſtate of recollection, and that 
you are ſtill more fully convinced that all, the world 
calls pleaſure and gaiety, is mere vanity and vexa- 
tion of ſpirit. — I thank you for your letter, it has 
given me great ſatisfaction, and freſh cauſe to praiſe 
God on your account I rejoice in your joy, and 
may our gracious and kind Redeemer increaſe and 
eſtabliſh your joy and peace in believing! You 

bare indeed the utmoſt reaſon to be aL?" 


1 84 | 
auch a wk of mercy has been begun in your ſoul, 
and fear not but that bleſſed Spirit who has con- 
vinced you of ſin, and lead you to look to the 
only means of deliverance, will perfect the work 
he has begun! What a happy ſign, that you can 
already lay hold on and apply the promiſes to your- 
ſelf! O continue inſtant in prayer for fill greater 
degrees of faith; and ſhun as you would the moſt 
deadly poiſon, every attion, word, and thought, 
which is Contrary to the Spirit of God! And al- 
3 with the moſt thankful' heart on the 
love of Chriſt to your ſoul : think that our merci- 
ful Saviour is more ready to hear than we to pray; 


think with what joy the father received the return-' 
ing prodigal, and be aſſured that you and J, and 


every returning ſinner, will be received with the 
fame joy, cloathed with the ſame glorious robes, 
and ſhall be admitted to fit down at the fame feaſſ 


even * marriage · upper of the e 50 


1 am ds the utmoſt tenderneſs, 
Y FOE 8 e and en Friend, 
| | "Sr „ 
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Watueſey Night, March 20. 17. by 


15 deer Friend, en FH 2 de 
J Am: rejoiced and bleſs Gol that your aims 


in-ſo happy a ſtate, while your body was in the | 


midſt of-folly and. confuſion ; you; obſerve vesy 


juſtly, that thoſe diverſions are ab/olutely, unfit for 


one who. is ſeeking ſaluation. Nothing indeed can 
be more contrary to the ſpirit: of. the; goſpel, than 


what the 2vorld calls polite amuſements. What can 


be more abſurd than for one who deſires to be a 


chriſtian (that is, in reality one) who deſires the mind 
which was in Chr:/t, who deſires that juſtification 
by Faith, which alone can produce in the heart 
that true. humility and meekneſs, that deadneſs ” 
the world, that conſtant reſignation to God, and 


fervent deſire to do his will which was in Chriſt: : 


what abſurdity it is for ſuch a perſon as this (in all 
the extravagance and glare of dreſs) to be ſtuimming 
or . ſeipping about a room, and wiſhing perhaps to 
draw the attention and admiration of the- moſt vile 
and profligate part of the human ſpecies ? What ab- 
ſurdity for ſuch a perſon as this to ſit in that houſe, 
which is as much devoted to the devil as the church 


is to God, for three houts together, to hear ob- 
ſcenities at which a virtuous heathen would have 
bluſhed ? — If you aſk twenty of the people who do 


theſe things whether they are chriſtians, nineteen 
of them will anſwer, they are Chriſtians to be ſure / 


what 
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what do you think of them? Or if WO are not 
now quite ſo good as they ought to be, they hope 
to be better by and by! But can a ſoul which 2h 
and fincerely ſeeks after ſalvation do theſe things? 
No certainly; not willingly : though they may by 
particular” circumſtances, as the being under the 
direction of ' huſbands or parents, be ſometimes 
obliged to appear at the courts of vanity, yet: their 
hearts will even there be ſtxed where their everlaſt- 
ing treaſure is; and they will, like the three men 
who would not worſhip: the golden image, praiſe 
their God in the midft of the fre. When the Spi- 
rit of God has in a ſoul this hatred of the 
vanities it uſed to delight in, it has reaſon to rejoice 
Indeed,” What greater mark of the love of God to 
a foul, than Bis having thus drawn it to delight above 

all things in himſelf? If we love a friend, we de- 
fire and ſtrive that this friend may return our love, 
and joy and delight in us: and amazing condeſcen- 
ſion! will the Creator of all things viſible and in- 
viſible, the Go who called angels and "archangel: 
into being; thus deal with us poor” finful worms of 
the zarth ? What heart can withſtand ſuch love! 
What heart but muſt at this thought fink into the 

duſt, and loſe itſelf in wonder, Joy, and ton | 
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© Wedneſday Night, March 27, 1756 
1 Ds take e delt, indeed, my dear, in I 1 5 


you any information or comfort that lays in my 


power; and at the ſame time the thought that 1, 


unworthy as I am, ſhould be made in the Jeaft in- 
ſtrumental to the good of another, makes me 
ſhrink into nothing in the ſight of that Cod, whoſe 
free bounty and mercy has thus bleſſed we I 
often wonder, when I reflect on the pride, the 
hardneſs, the ſelf-ſufficiency, and exceſſive vanity 
of my heart, at the greatneſs of that power which 
has begun to work ſo great a change, that I once 


ſo ſelf-righteous and full of merit, ſo elated with 
the pride of reaſon, that I could explain away all 


the goſpel terms of ſalvation, and truft almoſt 
wholly in the candour and goodneſs of my own heart, 
ſhould now be brought to lie down at the foot of 


the croſs, deſpoiled of all my merit, ſenſible of the 


corruptions of that heart I once thought clean, and 
hoping for mercy only through the merits of a cru- 


cified Redeemer, is an amazing act of mercy on 
God's part, and calls for conſtant returns of grati - 


tude and thankfulneſs on mine. This change too 
of inclination, which you now experience, de- 
mands the ſame from you. I hope you will have 


an opportunity of being ſtrengthened and encou- 


raged on Saturday, by Mr. B. My beſt reſpects 


to him. I wiſh him to be continually increaſed in . 
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every good word and work. Whenever be bas 
time, it will give me great ſatisfaction to ſee him. 
I will wait on him as ſoon as J poſſibly can. May 


the divine grace be ever e itſelf in your 
* A, of 
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A Bulle are "ay that mourn, * they FT be 
= comforted ! Bleſſed are they. who. hunger and 
thirſt after righteouſneſs, for they ſhall be filled. 
\ Theſe are the words of the God of truth; and can 
you then, my dear friend, be diſcouraged becauſe 
you are now mourning mer this God, who only 
hides himſelf from you, that you may more ear- 
_ weſt ſcek him? Heavineſs may endure for a 
night, but jey cometh in the morning. There cer- 
tainly is no heavineſs like this heavineſs: when a 
ſoul has been ſenſible (though in the 14 degree) 
of the influences of the ſun of righteouſneſs, and 
finds his all- -checring beams withdrawn, how pain- 
Ful, how heavy is the darkneſs! This is indeed 
darkneſs that may be felt: but when the joy re- 
turns, what peace] what happineſs! Look, my 
dear, on the material ſun, obſerve how all the 
creation around you Is brightened and gladdened 
When he ſhines; and be aſſured, that on your 
earneſt 


—_ rg on your ſoul, and make it glad with 


the Aigle of his cquatenance. 3 * 
un VOY 182 * EE 0297 Me 


vt tee niente pet. preſent meet wit 


from Miſs B. it 1s a eroſt which you muſt bear with 


patierice, and fear not but God will ſtrengthen you 
under ft uſe ber with alt meckneſs,” and Rrive to 
win her 'by Jove': poor dear trifling- girl, how 1 
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earneſt ſecking after Chrift, he will in like manner 


pity her! How does ſhe know that God will give” | 


her the c“ by and by“ the talks 'of ? — doubt not 


but ſhe as enero in her temper; try to work 
upon! that, by repreſenting the ingratitude ſhe is 
guilty of, in making ſuch returns to that God who 
has done ſo much for her. But above all pray for 
her, and rell her that you pray for her: don't re- 
gard her laughter; we muſt hope that there will 
come a day When God of his infinite mercy will ſo 
touch ber heart, that this laughter will be turned 
into tears, Ae hep K sf you into thanks, for 
what ſlie will then fee was the higheſt inflance of 
friendſhip. —Come'if you can on Saturday, and if 
Miſs B. likes to come with you, don't ſeruple to 
bring her; tell her 1 wal be very nh; to ee t 
Fear does only believe!” . 
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bie, 1754 


15 Am 1 28 b Jour mind is in 

ſo happy a ſtate, and that you ſeem to have ſo 

eas b the /ittleneſs of all the world calls 
great and deſirable. The love of God and the 
love of the-world are directly oppoſite to each other; 
nnd therefore St. John ſays, am men love the 
world, the love of the Father is nat in him: this 
is a ſure rule to try ourſelves by. We may talk 
well, and perhaps act well in ſome onttuard things, 
nay perhaps be zealous for the genuine doctrines 
olf the goſpel, yet all this while, if the love of the | 
world remains in our hearts, we may be very cer- 
tain we are no Chriſtians, — I fear you have not 

much opportunity of being alone, but ſee from 
your letter you make good uſe of that you have; 
however God is both able and willing to preſerve 
either alone or in company) the ſoul which con- 
ſtantly looks towards him. I was afraid your be- 
ing at * might hurt you, but thank God I find 

J had no cauſe for fear: you ſeem I think rather to 
advance than go back. Give God the glory ! For 
Whatever of good is in you is all from his free and 
boundleſs mercy.z, andiceaſe not conſtantly to fight, 

in the ſtrength of. your Redeemer, againſt ever) 
fin, and fear not but he will ſet yu free, take off 

the heavy burden you complain of, and cloath you 
with his perfect righteouſneſs. Adieu. 


e % K 

* ＋ 

3 Y 
N 12 , Monday 
F % - 4 
— * % * 4 
7 
4 . 
. - - 
1 - 


r Et. AO i 


Is) 


e 01 e 


155 1 0 £5171 "NE 02.0 


1 


you on Saturday: Iam glad you have ſo juſt a no- 


tion of earneſtly ſtriving againſt fin 3 and fear not, 
but go on in the ſtrength of your Redeemer, and he 
will aſſuredly bring all your enemies under your feet : 


to be delivered (as you are) from the love of ſin, 


is one great ſtep towards being delivered from the 
power of it. When temptations aſſault you, im- 


mediately look to Chriſt; and hen you have been 


ſprinkling, which is indeed the only thing in hea- 
ven or earth that can heal your wounded ſoul. Look 


beg of God to give you an abiding ſenſe of his par- 
doning love; ſo ſhall you go on ſrom grace to 


grace, till every thought of your * 


into obedience to Chriſt. Adieu. 
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you tell me, my dear, a your WTR 


dark ftate of mind is owing to your thoughts 
dwelling fo much on worldly objects: but carry 


your fincerity yet a little further, and tell me if it 3 


is not ſome one particular object on which your 
CO are fed, and which rivals your Creator 
x E 2 in 


Dd ie. ˖ deve bom. 


weak enough to yield to them, fly to che blood of 


continually. vn Jeſus Chriſt as ;your;Saviour,.. and 


r | 


"if>f6, Jau will find it very difficult to conquer. 


{91 


din your heart? I much fear this. is the Caſe : and 


But let not any difficulty diſcourage you from 
Riiting toe ve ple out"this" right ee, and cat it 


a are d 3'*" the! grdee of God is fufftient for 


you, his ftrength is made perfect in your weakneſs; 


anch "For! e depend upon it, that as Toon as ever 


vo Have given up your idol, Ui fun of righteoul- 


118 will a garn arffe itt your foul with healing in his 


Wings; oo of mercy will again be known by 
v6, as cr feconefled Father in Chriſt; and the 


| Heſſed'$ifl win lead and guide, and fill yu with 


that peace which paſſes all underſtanding; and you 
will walk in all the ortfinatices of the Lord N | 
Sov lol et Wen bod ag 1,03 glories 

buf am your ever anden faithful bind, 


e ai 20 het ee utes 107 Mg Of. boo} bo, 


Tueſday Mur nirg, let 2 1-3 * 
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nh dear Friend, 
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1 Was, 8 to fre you look 90 5h on n Sur 

day: 1 fear you give way too much to fretting, 
and that; will be hurtful. both to body and foul. 
Was not Mr. B's ſermon a means of enliyening you? 
Did you not Ns to dun the CANE of « Worthy 


« art 


8 * 
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« art thou O 11 2 Se. Mr. P. Was 8 | 
lighted, and fo far * being offended at the lawn. 
ſleeyes we Were all pleaſeds, ſor {tis very; certain 
that people canuot be too much warned of the dan- 
Ser of reſting either in form ot doctrines, Let your 
opinions ot mode of worlhip, be, ever, ſo orthodox, 
they profit little while the, ſoul, remains à flave. to 
every, hurtful. and, fooliſh, luft], Let che ſociety, of 
profeſſors to which we are joined be ever ſo far from 
 antichrillian. dorings, ti, lutle ayaily us while we 
have an amijchriſt within, a proud heart ſetting it- 
{elf up againſt Chriſt, and an idol temple, Where 
intereſt, pleaſure, and vanity, are exalted- in; our 
affections above God. Let, you- and I, my dear, - 
take care that our hearts cendemin us not in this! 
Let Chriſt: be Lord; of:every:imation- there. 
Let usbewatchful.not to * grieve the bleſſed Spirjel!” | 
butralways attentive to! the ©: RilP ſmall voices 
which if we ſtifle it not, will be heard in dur ſouls-: 
let us be faithful to every degree of-grace given un- 
to-us; - that ſo we may go on from grace to glory, 
in the merits and mediation of J eſvd.. Alita, : 


ur toe feats 
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your laſt W gave me great duale: 1 
ſincerely rejoice in the happineſs of your ſou}, 
as in that of my own, and I hope God will ſtrengthen 
You more and more by his grace, fo mat you may 
forfake every thing for him. Above alt facrifice 
Your own will: let this conſtantly be the language 
Jer Heart, Lord not my will, but thine be 
done.“ Strive not only to be content, but to 
rejoice in every thing that mortiſies your corrupt 
nature: hourly reflect that you are 4 fallen creature, 
ſent into this world for no other end than to be re- 
ſtored to that nature which our firſt father loſt, and 
ſ0o de made ſit for the ki of heaven. Re- 
member that Chriſt died for you, that you might 
live wyholſy to him; am the more you do this, the 
more you will certainhy ben that Pn 
PO EO c! 8 - 
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dad Night: 


Have company, ſo can bay had kant you for 
writing to me, and beg of yoy to keep *your- 


1 


Redeemer conſtantly. in the eye of your mind, and 


he will ſapport you better than ten thouſand earthly: 
friends: he is indeed your; ſtrength, your light, 
and will be your everlaſting. ſalvation. — I rejoice 
that you were enabled ta deny playing at cards, and 
to bear the reproach of ſcoffers; r 
. ee Hf 
| | | 5 Yours fn, | 


5 2 


eee, 


Ih d- D 


Ian only, has prevented. my writing * 
you; and even now can ſearee tell you how- 
greatly I am delighted with the happy ſtate of your 
mind, and how thankful Iam. that your outward 
dl ens have been fo bleſſed to your foul Though 
I am very weak till, I am better than I have been 
ee account : let us both be. 


402 9 N our ett, Friend, 
Ee 8 
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15% dear Frivnd, 


Have read Mr. B's leer, and think 4e exceed- 
jogly pretty; the ſtile is eaſy: and flowing; the 
language: ſoft apd affecting, the ſentiments he ex- 
preſſes, in regard to his friend and yobtſelf, very 


beautiful: dn ns e pepesb. O. 


bow can this con inte y that. vou ought to give 
op thoſe means of grace which you have found ſo 
extremely beneficial to your ſoul, in order to make 
a proper wife for Mr. C. ? Tig true there are 
ſeveral aſſertions in, Mr. B's letter, deſigned to ſhew 
. "me reaſonableneſs of your making the promiſe; 
but aſſerting and proving are two things. W hat- 
- ever has the appearance of argument in this letter 
may, Limagine, be ſeduced to theſe. heads: ½, 
That: it is abſofuteh Wrong for-any member of. the 
church of England to attend the meetings of fepa- 
ratiſts. 24h), That in the church of. Ene land a 
ſoul may find every thing neceſſary for its attaining 
the higheſt degrees of faith and halitieſs. 34h; That 
Mr. V. is'a ſeparatiſt z "and "'4#Þly," That jour 
having any acquaintance with Rim wills hurt: Mr. 
. both in his tempore L intereſt," and inchis cha- 
racter as a miniſtet. The opinion I. had conceived 
of Mr. B. was very high, Limagined Him aQuated 
'by that ſpirit- of- uni ver ſal love, \ which is tho firſt 
and ruling principle of every ſoul that is born of 
God; and I make no doubt but this is his rl cha- 
= 8 however (in this affair) he may ſeem to in- 

| 4 1 eine 
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cline wer FO 5— Couſd ti 
church of Englund be proved to be the anly:churth 
of Chip, here mignt bs ſome reaſongor the rent 
of "(ehifmn which we hear ſo muck of bur 
at is ſhe more than one of tie moſt unexctption- 
0 U thoſe · many dlolſions into whith'the'tniver- | 
ſal church is broken ? Andriatievefore à fepartnion 
from her, though enuſtleſß, or from miſtakem mo- 
_ tives, cannot properly be called making a ſchiim in 
the church of Chr For my part (but 1 ſpeak it 
with fubmiffion to Mr. B's judgment) L apprehend, 
that the only real and dangerous ſehiſm is the want 
of that ſpirt of love, which makes us to Tejoice in 
whatever is good and excellent in people of alFde- 
nominations”. and ready to receive good even of 
thoſe who moſt differ from 1 in ceremonies and 
opinion And why la perſon of this ſpirit (ſuppoſe 
one in co mmmunion with the church of England) 
may not be allowed ſometimes dq heat 4 miniſter 
among the Preſbyteriansß or any other ſect, if they 
find this miniſter's preaching bleſt to their ſouls,” [ 
cannot imagine.” What St. Paul ſays in regard: to 
giving offence to weak brethren, is often quoted 
to prove what it has nothing to dd with, a thin 
ir is in the preſent eaſs : for St. Paul ely dots 
not mean that he neglected thoſe things · Which 
were profitable to hir ſoul, for fear of giving of- 
fence to the weak, but that he refrained from out- 
warqh things (ſuch as making no/diffcrence in meats, 
. which he as ifong in fart knew to be wholly - 
Es indifferent. 


Patt ts} 

* Indifſerett, leſt kis/ example how temps thoſe 
who were weak to do things by which their con- 
| ſiences: might be wounded, — A to Mr. B's ſe- 
cond argument, in one ſenſe of it | fincerely and 
heartily agree with him: the homilies, the articles, 
and liturgy of the church of England, doubtleſs do 
contain all. the doftrines neceſſary to faith and ho- 


Hines. But alas, how little are theſe docttines re- 


ended either in preaching'or practice, by the ge- 
nerality-of her miniſters + Let any one who has 
te leaſt degree of ſeriouſueſs, look round the 
cCborches of Londen, will be not fee the people for 
che molt part repeating an excellent ſett of prayers, 
juſt as a parrot repeats. a ſong; and the miniſter 
giving forth doQrines from the pulpit, as directly 
contrary to thoſe prayers as darkneſs is to light. 


T bis is ſo plain a matter of fact that it cannot be 


contradicted; and it is as nototious, that whenever 
any miniſter in the church of England begins to 
preach her real doctrines, and. live up to her pre- 
_ ccpts,. he is immediately called a Meubadiſf. This 
name is given to him as a reproach, but as it 
comes upon him for. ſpeaking the truth, it is in fact 
aiglory. Ever fince Chriſt was upon earth, real 
chriſtians have had a nick name; but ſurely no one 
who is ſincerely bent to follow him can regard this: 
I doubt not but Mr. B. himſelf is called a Aeibodiſl. 

But I now come to Mr. B's third argument, that 
moſt dreadful charge laid againſt Mr. V, that be 
4 nn „ * 


mental;doQrine of che church of England, .juftifi- | 

cation by faith, Any one who would read Mr. Vs. 
believe be fully convinced that this charge againſt: 
him. could not ſtand. — As to the hurt your being 
acquainted with Mr. V. might do to Mr. G,. 
in his temporal intereſt, it depends intitely upon 
himſelf, If he preaches to his people ſmooth things 
and prophecies deceits, if be joins with them in their 
dunacent  amuſements,, which Juli fouls aſteep, and 
keep them in an utter ignorance of their fall and 
their redemptian till they awake in a miſerable. eter- 
nity : go 9 Where 308 will, not a dog will move 
its tongue againſt him, Bor will the generoſity of 
N be in the leaſt abated towards him; 
and all they ſay of him wil ny be poor man.] 
hat pity that ſuch a good · natured good fort of a 
man ſhould have ſuch a ſad wife. But do I think 
W — ** * 


de not. Teri belleve; from wat yon Yourſelf 
have faid of him, that he intengs to prove himſelf 
a true miniſter of Chrift;" that he will boldly and 
_-earne eftly call ſinners to repentance, and that hi 
life and converfation will“ be wholly agreeable to 
mis preaching: an if _ is the caſe; though you 
were never to ſee Mr. W. again, Mr. C. would 
be called a Methodiff, the greateſt part of his pa. 
riſhioners would cry out againſt him, and in all 
| probability their genetofity towards Him would greatly 
"decreaſe. 8⁰ that conſider the affair in what light 
vou will, your being acquainted- with Mr. V. 
cannot materially” hort Mr.“ C. And as to 'the 
objection of this acquaintance euſting 4 reproach 
-on your huſband's miniſtry,” tis quite needleſs ;" for 
it is not to be ſuppoſed, if Mr. C. be the man you 
ean approve of for a huſbandʒ that you will leave 
his church when he himſelf. preaches, te g0 after 
any other miniſter whatever; and whatever you 
may do of this kind at proper opportunities, will 1 
doubt not be fo guided by sbre/tian prudence, that 
he as a good and a pious man cannot reaſonably ob- 
lam to it. But at : prefent you and Mr. C. know 
very little of each other; and he certainhjy had no 
gik to propoſe ſuch terms as theſe to you, till he 
had given you frequent opportunities of Judging 
whether his heart-and: ſentiments were ſueh as you 
could intirely approve of. For my part, by the little 
Lean judge in this affair, I believe bim to be a good 
an a n * 


and that with you, if it can be brought about with- 
out your doing any thing to wound your conſcience. 
In the mean time, whether this affair is ever con- 
cluded upon or not, frequent converſing together 
in the ſpirit of chriſtianity, may be a blefling to 
both: and how is it poſſible for you to give a direct 
anſwer to a man, till you are in ſome meaſure ac- 

quainted with him, and can judge of his temper 
and diſpoſitions ? I was. quite delighted with the 
ſoftneſs and affection for you with which your pappa 
mentioned this affair to me laſt night: if you ſay 
any thing of my writing to you, give my reſpects. 
to him and your. mamma, with love to Miſs B. 
and. believe me 
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to hear the happy turn which, by the grace 
of God, you have been enabled to take; 
and I ſincerely beg of God to increaſe 
and ſtrengthen you more and more in the paths of 
righteouſneſs and peace: but remember, that true 
and vital. religion muſt be built on this foundation, 
viz, a full conviction of our ae 
help ourſelves, and the all-ſuſciepcy our Re: 
deemer. I am delighted that you art Hulu 
Mr. Law's Spirit Praper: eee 
this book ſome ſpeculative errors, yet I doubt not 
but you will receive great benefit from the many 
excellent things there are in it. I wiſh I could fre” 


3 eſpn WAR wn Hao ve 


hes 


of your TIBET ' 5 ene tha 


occur 40 your Jod ill rive me. mnch pleaſure 
Don't be afraid, or think it neceſſary to ſtudy for 


8 of ſtile, or "emp but write as if you 


to a friend who 
s Tam i ur eterhal welfare, 


and who is 


Far 0 ' ary 
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JoIN with me in OI M ty 2 and 

IJ" merty of God, Which has ſo won derfully. dil. 
0 itſelf in your foul!” gon t know Whether 
"your letter moſt aſtoniſhed « or delighted r me; but 
this I am ſure of, that I don't know How *enough 
"to echtes ny thankfulneſ 10. God an your behalt 
The means ſo weak too! Notting but, a book put 
into your hands, hie thoufantts might” have read 


* without regarling/it it. No examples of vital religion, 


no one to urge or encourage you to ſeek” 9 95 
[tion ! But the Almighty can indeed work by the 


weakeſt ineans, and the Bere niet; . 


ion 
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js too hard for Ge Lord: and Oh may d. perfect 
the work he has begun! — Oh' gracious and ever- 
blefſed Redeemer, ' continue thy mercy to this bro- 
ther of my ſoul; convince him more and more of 
the dreadful ite he'is in by nature, and the abſ6- 
Jute neceſſity of Juſtification. by faith alone! Oh 
juſtify him freely; grant him redemption through 
thy blood, the forgiveneſs of ſins according to the 
riches of thy grace! Fill him with all peace and 
joy in believing, and give bim to go on in thy 
ſtrengeh, till he arrives at that fulneſs of faith here, 
and in the end to that eternal glory hereafter, which 
chou haſt purchaſed” for thoſe” who. love thee.! 
Auen, Amen. 00 | 
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I rejoice in.your deſig to receive the eee 
The only preparation required of us is repentance, 
faith, and love love to God and all mankind.” 
I wouldi adviſe you to read immediately Mr. Law's 
Anſwer to the Plain Acrount, &c. of the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper this will explain the nature of this 
bleſſed ordinance to you, better than any-book 1 
know of. I hate wrote out a little catalogue of 
books which I make my conſtant - ſtudy, and which 
I hope will be yours,” always remembering, that 
the Bible is to be eſteemed by us infinitely beyond 
any human compoſitions, let them be ever ſo ex- 
cellent . Other books I ſhall occaſionally recom- 
mend to you, as they benefit my own mind, or 
we proper bor the fiate- of. 9 forms of 

2 . | prayer 
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prayer in your private devotions, you have no oe 
caſion for them, nay they would only be a means 
of keeping back your ſoul in its progreſs towards 
the ſpiritual life, the life which is hid with Chriſt 
in God. Pray from your own heart. There is no 
need of elegance of; expreſſion, or connection, to 

make a prayer acceptable to God. The deſire of 
the heart is its prayer ; and that once ſincerely turned 
to God, will certainly receive an anſwer of peace. — 
When you firſt awake, ſtrive to fix your mind im- 
mediately on God : let the firſt book you open be 
the New Te/flament,' there read, not ſeveral chap · 


ters, but juſt fo much as you find will be food ſub 
ficient for preſent meditation. If the firſt. verſe 


you read particularly affes you, don't _ the 
idea by reading further, but cloſe the book, and: 
let that verſe have its full. effect on your mind, 
When you fall on your knees before the Almighty, 
recolleA' the dangers and temptations you are moſt 


| likely to fall into that day, and particularly pray to 


be kept by the grace of God in each of them. 
Earneſtly pray for power over the fin which moſt 
eaſily beſets you. But above all things ſtrive at 
your morning and evening prayers: to gain the moſt 
lively fenſe of your own nothingneſs, nay to feel that 
you axe even worſe than nothing, that you are by 
your fallen nature ſold under ſin, and deſerving no- 
thing at the band of God but eternal puniſhment; 
and when your mind is deeply impreſſed with this 
Tarn, then look to the lamb. of 1 * 


Tanks 


aketh area the fins. of the world. There ſee the 
power by which your fallen nature may be reſtored: 

there ſee the blood by which you are cleanſed from 
all fin: there fee the full redemption purchaſed for 
you, and- ſtrain every faculty of your ſoul eagerly 
to lay hold on this redemption : and be aſſured that 
the eternal Spirit of God will aſſiſt you in theſe 
your prayers. The Spirit itſelf, ſays St. Paul, 
maketh interceſſion for us.—-In the courſe of the 
enſuing day, and in all occurrences, ſtrive to keep. 
your heart in a fate of prayer, always ready to be 
lifted up to God ; and this, even in the hurry of 
buſineſs, may be dane, and no one be ſenſible of it 
except yourſelf. And be ſure, my dear, never 
to omit making uſe of any opportunity of doing 
good which falls in your way, either to the bodies 
or ſouls of your fellow creatures: to their hodies, 
by relieving their wants according to the ability 
which God giveth you; to their ſouls, by ſetting 
them an example of humility, meekneſs, and love. 
And this I would particularly wifh you to do in re- 
gard to Mr. T's family: this will do more good 
than ten thouſand words. At night follow the ſame 
rule as in the morning; only examining, before you 
beg the protection of God for the night, every ac- 
tion of the paſt day: what good you have done, 


what leſt undone, what faults you have been guilt = 


of, what mercies you have received, and ene, 
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Thave lime to ſay no more at pteſent Continue 
» write to 1 and Te wot to 96. for” Y 3 
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1 Biene my deareſt ese thank for his laſt letter; ; 
the ſatisfaction which it and the converſation 
we had together on Saturday gave me, is inex- 
preſſible. Oh may you, by the aſſiſting grace of 
God, continue in the happy way you are now in, 
and til prefs forward to higher degrees of faith and 
love. But, my dear, you muſt not think too highly 
of me; I am one of the moſt unworthy. objects of 
the free mercy of God, I ſtand more, perhaps, in 
need of your prayers than you of mine; you mult 
100 pray ſor me, and we mult botk:ſtrive'to/ increaſe 
and ſtrengthen each other. I do aſſure you I expect 
great comfort and benefit from you. Vou are veij 
good to be fo punctual in obſerving my. directions, 
Mr. Law on the Sacrament I would: have you read 
twice over ; Oh that I; could perſuade Mr. * to 
do the ſame! The next. time ou have any tal 
with him on religious ſubje®ts, tell him you will 
Fa , | not 
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not pretend « to teach him, but you; will pray for 
bim. This may perhaps touch him, his heart is 
naturally: tender 3 I love him dearly, and would 
give all the world to have him think and. talk as my 
2 dogs; —l ſhould be gladito. know. whether. you 
laſt night, notwithſtanding: the diſagreeable manner 
of the pteacher, received any comfort and ſatis ſac 
tion from what he fad: Ion, L. did: bis words 
(under all theſe diſadvantages) raiſed ang ftrengih: 
ened me im a remarkable manner IL wi it had 
been the ſame with. vou alls but your expectations 
were ſa; highly raiſed, by the name of ***, that an 
angel would hardly have 4 . ood thus 
ſhall, we be always diſappointed, if wer look more 
at man than Gd. The maſt famous. pregcher, 
let his eloquent, his manners; his, doctrine be 
ever: ſo near. perfection, can: Never. make the ſoul 
tate the words of ſalvation, unleſs. the Spirit of 
God accompanies and inforces his preaching. . And 
the ſame blefſed Spirit can make the words of the 
neaneſt, the moſt deſpicable, the moſt diſagree- 
able preacher of the goſpel, effectual to awaken, 
to convince, and to comfort. But in order to our 
reaping theſe beneſits, we muſt hear with Srncerity 
and with fingleneſs of intention; not ſeeking to | 
have our outward ears and eyes delighted, but de- 
ſiring the /ancere milk of the word to nöürith and 
ſtrengthen our ſouls. Would it not be the /higheft 
madheſs to throw away the tuater of life, becauſe 


ſays, 
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_ temptations, ' may we ſtill look to bim as our de- 
| Fence, our deliverer, our ſtrength. He is all in 


| fouls 3 may we walk by dis light, conquer by his 
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fon, te To the [OY foul every bitter thing i f) 
« ſibtet. So to the foul which really bungers and 
thir}ts after Chrift and his righteouſneſs, 'the ſound 
of the goſpel of peace (let the voice which proclaims 
it be bur or ſoft) will be fiveet indeed; Oh may 
you and 1, my dear , always find it fo to 1 


a OT TOO whe wh. here 


peace, be dearer to us than light, than 1 He, than 


any thing we can' form to our imagination either 
here or hereafter ] in dangers, in difficulties, in 


ll throughout the oracles of God, both in the 014 
and New Teflament': may he be all in al to our 


Frength,” and in the end be joyful-partakers of that 
everlaſting felicity which he has prepared for thoſe 
that love him. This is the conſtant with and 


Hy dear ee, 


Von e be ene e db be 

tion, and I thank-you for it, and for all the 
friendly and good - natured things you ſay to me. 
Your anfwer in regard to Me. % pleaſes me ex- 


tremelpy, 


— 
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tremely, and I cannot be enough thankful to God 
for the happy diſpoficign T find in you to benefit by 
every thing. 1 think you will be quite right to go 

to the * nom and then 'on'a Sundby evening, 
when you em do it wirkour danger of My. t 
knowing it. Pray God your Uiflike to all vain and 
idle converſation may daily increaſe, Your obſer- 
vations on Te Sermores ate very juſt; no 
wonder, "indeed, you found more benefit by hear- 
ing the eighth” chapter to the Romans : that is a 
moſt glorious chapter, and I would recommend it 
to your frequent and ſerious peruſal. ' 1 have de- 
fired Mr. * to enquire when there will be a con- 
firmatlon :' he is delighted with the account I have 
given of you. Think, my dear, What happineſs 
it is to give joy to angels in heaven and good men 
on earth. Had you not great fatisfaction in laſt 
Sunday's fermion ? I Was almolt tranſported with 
it. — Do you know that your maſter has lately in- 
vited Mr. *** to-dine with him; let us truſt in 
God that ſoinething good may ariſe from this —Al 
the brethren-of:your ſoul (as you call them) rejoice 


verſe with you often: I ſincerely join in their 
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ſummer. advances, 1 txuſt we hall more 
t 19 155 to encourage, and to build up each 
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other in the love of God, and all thoſe holy tem- 
pets, which. are the fruits and ſure evidences of 


living faith, of that faith by which the ſoul dies to 

the world, and lives only to god; of that faith by 
whi ich, We. 3 gain peace and 1 peace with God 
from à ſenſe of his pardoning love,, and power over 
ſin. 1 0 that you. ry happy are, to tell 


NFF 


| love in your Mal, and that you — to ſhew 


ee ee 
look forward with tra ort to, eternity. % 
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LA -ich not! sli yam the wrllrs clot Tarts ! 


I Read the! letter my deat V left me on! Satur- 
day with great pleaſute indeed, as it is a proof 
that thoſe tempers and diſpoſitions, which I fo much 
wiſh for both in him and myſelf, daily increaſe in 
his heart. Sunday I ſpent in a manner not quite ſo 
profitable as I could have wiſhed, though better than 
1 expected. Monday Mr. V. came, and we went 
to Mr. ***, who, I found to my ſorrow, had had 
all the impreſſions Mr, ***'s ſermon had made 


\ 
* { 
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pon Bith, intirely effaced by Mr. N, who dined 


hn bim laſt Thurſday, and told him it was ef no 
conſequence whether people lived ſtrictiy or other- 


wiſe, if they were only ſatisfied in their own minds, 
and thankful for what they enjoyed. This pretty 


_ eaſy religion takes with Mr. *** ſo much that he 


is quite delighted with it, and he ſeems now to be 
ſpringing forward in the broad way with freth ala- 
crity, — Mr. V. ſtaid with me till Tueſday after- 


noon, he made me very happy in his 7 won | 


and he MEE” 2 15075 on Four: account. 
Tis 2 the my 


letter, and have more and more reaſon indeed to 
be thankful'to God on your. account. Oh how wy 
ſoul exults in your happinels, in your increaſe in 
faith, and love to Chrift  Ybur converſation 
with the captain gelights,me no doubt but he re- 
joiced over you = there you. ſee the true chriſtian 
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forſake all oor. Chriſt, will certainly find all in 
Chriſt, — As to , I would adviſe you to try 
firſt to nate in bie dgſratreceive the ſacrament, 
before you perſuade him to receive it; and be ear- 
neſt at the throne of grace on his behalf. All proba- 


of God alone who can convince of fin. — I have 


been . a Your * affected with the death of 
F 


Wh 4 74 


1 received my e — charming long 


ſpirit. The advice he gave you is excellent: Oh 
may we both be enabled to follow eit! Thoſe who | 


ble means are to be made uſe of, but it is the Spirit 


. 
= 
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a lady in this ne who led what ; is 

called an innocent life. Mr. *#*# attended her, 

and all his endeavours. to. convince her were « 

vain: her anſwers were, Though ſhe had not 

& made ſuch a ſhew of religion as ſome others, yet 

. „ ſhe had done her duty, c.“ This is the moſt 
| fatal deluſion of all, this blindneſs is the moſt dread- 
ful Rate in which a ſoul can launch into eternity] 

Can you and I be ever enough thankful to that God 

who has opened our eyes, to ſee the things which 

make for our peace ? Was our whole life to be one 

continued act of praiſe, it would be nothirig in com- 

pariſon to the bleſſings we have received; nay even 

the eternity, which we ſhall ſpend in continual 

praiſe, is not enough Fully to expreſs all we owe 

d to our redeeming God. — Redemption, how much 

is comprehended in this word] and how ſweet does 

it ſound to a ſoul ſenſible of its wants May that pa- 

thetic prayer my « dear ** has made for me be heard; 

ten ſhall I experience that fulngſi of redemption 

- for which 1 long! Then ſha I indeed be intirely 

dead to the PET: to ſin, to "ſelf, and alive only 
to Chriſt, All this unſpeakable happineſs I as fin- 
NF wiſh to the brother, of Dy. foul as to myſelf; 
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* Sunday Afternoon, March 10, 17 54. 
uh dear 4, 


Las niche after you were e gone, 1 read your 


letter, and thought of what you had told me 


with the greateſt ſatisfaction: what reaſon have 
you to be thankful, that God ſhould at ſo early > 
time of your life convince you of fin, and give you 
to know that you have redemption through Chriſt ! 


How might you have plunged into albthe follies.and 


vices of youth, and laid up a large ſtock for future 


and bitter repentance, had not the free and un- 
bounded grace of God diſplayed its power in your | 
ſoul. Oh continue earneſtly to ſeek ſtill more and 


more of the Fulneſi of Chriſt. Think not becauſe 


you have had a ſenſe of the pardoning love of God 
that you are to re? here; no, till ſeek for freſh 


evidences of his love to your ſoul; preſs forward 


with unwearied diligence towards the mark of the 


big h calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus; ſeek and /trive 
to gain the abiding witneſs of the Spirit; ſtrive for 


that perfect renewal of heart by which you may 


ſay, „ *Tis no more I that live, but Chriſt liveth 


“ in me. Lou tell me you were afſaulted, ſome 


days after you had this clear /enſe of the mercies of 
God in Chriſt Jeſus, with doubts and fears; when- 


ever you are attacked in this manner again, argue 
thus with yourſelf: — This peace and joy which 
« I felt, this ſenſe of forgiveneſs ſeemed to me to 
* be the work of God upon my ſoul: but was it 
; F 2 really 


̃ 14161 
cc really ſo? Might not a warm imagination de- 
* ceive me, or might not the great enemy of ſouls 
4 transform himſelf into an angel of light, in order 
<< to lull me into a fatal ſecurity ? But have I not 
ee an infallible rule to judge by, whether this work 
« was of God? What were the fruits itproduced ? 
4 Did I upon this grow more careleſs and remiſs? 
Was my mind puffed up with fpiritual pride? Did 
4 '] allow myſelf liberties which before T was afraid 
ce to take? — Or did I, on the contrary, watch 
« {till more diligently againſt the moſt diſtant ap- 
<< proaches of ſin? Did I find increaſing power 
„ over ſins of the heart, as well as outward fin? 
4% Did I find in me a fill deeper ſenſe of my own 
ce nothingneſs and the all- ſufficiency of my Re- 
s deemer, and a large increaſe of the love of God 
c and all mankind? If thefe were the happy fruits 
of this evidence, T have no cauſe to doubt this 
45 work was certginly of God. binn 
In this manner, my 4. if you wilt examine 
yourſelf, begging the affiltance of the bleſſed Spirit 
to enable you to ſearch evety winding and turning 
of your heart, you can never be deceived, and will 
always be able by the fhield of faith to repel all the 
fiery darts of the devil. I thank you for your af- 


1 for me (may God return all thoſe 
on your o.] bead) and am 


: Dur ever-offeZi ionate Friend, 
: LS, 


muna 


F 


run, March 287 754. 


22 **, 


F Thank you F account you n given 
me of Mr. Vs ſermon; he himſelf called this 
afternoon, I read your letter to him, and he was 
highly pleaſed with the attention which he ſaid 
you muſt have given, to remember the heads of it 
ſo exactly: I think it was an excellent one, and 
doubt not but the grace of God accompanied words 
ſo ſincerely ſpoken as his are, - to the hearts of the - 
hearers, and hope it was ſo to you in particular. 
You tell me you did not in the laſt week experience 
quite ſo much joy as before. You muſt not ex- 
pect it to be always ſun-ſhine: it is in the ſpiritual 
world (in this reſpect) as in the natural; and that 
God who knows what is the fitteſt for us in both. 
orders all for the beſt. David ſays, ©* Though 
<< heavineſs may endure for a night, joy cometh 
„ in the morning.“ This v was particularly appli-- 

cable to your caſe, 
April 2. 


I have had the W to day of hearing ſome 
ſneers thrown upon me for the ſake of religion. It 
ſeems I keep a Tabernacle in the houſe: I wiſh I did; 
and am only ſorry that I have it not in my power to 
give the world more occaſion to caſt out my name 
as evil. They who will live godly in Chriſt Jeſus 
muſt ſuffer perſecution in one ſhape gr other, and 
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to me it is welcome. Lou will, my dear **, as 
you grow older and your ſentiments come more to 
be known, ſuffer a good deal of this kind of re · 
_ proach, —1 fincerely pray to God that you may be 
enabled not only to take up every croſs that comes 
in the wy of your any. but to bear it joyfully. 


Tueſday, April q. 


I had the happineſs yeſterday of being near two 

hours with Mr. B; he has the happy art of turn- 
ing every ſubject that is ſtarted into ſomething pro- 
fitable ; and the warmth and piety of his own heart 
ſhines out in his words ſo much, that they muſt 
be cold indeed who cannot be warmed by it. How 
I pity thoſe narrow-fpirited people who will con- 
verſe only with thoſe of their own denomination ! 
What benefit do they Joſe by this contraction of 
heart! Let you and I, my dear 9, fly prejudice 
of all kind as we > would Poiſon, 1 


| April 13 
I paceived my dear 5 letter this morning, 
and return him a thouſand thanks for all his kind- 
neſs to me. I rejoice in the comfort you received 
laſt Sunday at the facrament:; may our merciful 
God grant you a ſtill greater increaſe to-morrow | 
I wiſh you could have paſled the reſt of the day in 
a manner more ſuitable to the ſtate of your mind; 
and 1 wiſh too you could have yeſterday heard the 
ſermon 7 did from Mr, : it was enough to 
| melt 
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melt the hardeſt heart, the ſufferings: of our dear: 
Redeemer were ſet forth in fo lively and affecting 
à manner. - Vou delight me with your expreſſion, 
« If I ſhould be poſſeſſed of Jeſus I have all.” In 
that poſſeſſion you have all indeed 5 and the heart. 
which ſincerely. deſires to poſſeſs Jeſus will certainly 
poſſeſs him. That your deſires and mine after this, 
unſpeakable happineſs may n inercaſe, ia. 


the _— prayer of. 
Vor W 


* 
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15a, r my dear on Saturday, 
for the weather was ſo extremely bad, that ? 
thought you would make the beſt of your way to 
F##, I have read your letter with great pleaſure, 
and hope you will continue thus diligently to ex- 
amine the ſtate of your own mind; and that on 
every examination you will find an increaſe of that 
e treaſure. which never faileth. I rejoice: that 
you have been happy enough to ſuffer reproach for 
the ſake of Chriſt, and more eſpecially for the grace 
given you to ſuffer joyfully. Vou may depend 
pore it that there is the ſame real diſtinction be- 
BS of | tween 
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_ tween chriſtians-and the world now, that there was 
when our bleſſed maſter; ſaid; * Becauſe: ye are not 
of the world; therefore the world hateth you.” 
And how ought our hearts to euult with praiſe and 
thankſgiving, when we \ can ſay we are nat of the 
world, What unſpeakable happineſs will it be for 
us to be found (when our Redeemer comes to judg- 
ment) among thoſe who were not aſtiamed of him 
in this << adulterous and perverſe generation“ Is 
any thing tod much to ſuffer when animated by the 


hopes of having theſe glorious, words addreſſed to 
us, © come ye bleſſed, Sc.“ 


May 14. 


1 as + now wide my pobr aunt * -who is in 
great affliction for the loſs of poor Mrs. C. See 
my dear *, how little all that is eſteemed in this 


| world avails, when God is pleaſed to lay his hand 


upon us] Here was youth, -beauty, riches, friends; 
but. bow as in a moment was the poſſeſſor of all 
theſe cut off] and by a dreadful! difeaſe brought to 

be the companion of loathſome worms | Alas, how 
is that, fweet ſmile which once ſat upon her coun- 
tenance, now changed to ghaſttineſs! How are 
her fine features and delicate complexion now be- 
come even horrible to-bebold ! Oh that ſome proud 
beauty would here ſtop, and confider what ſhe her- 
ſelf muſt one day affuredly bel And Oh that this 
thought might ſtrike me ſtill with deeper ſeriouſ- 
nefs, that ſhe who was my friend and confident 
e. N 1 4 | even 
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even ſrom my earlieſt youth; ſhe whom I loved 
with more than /i/{er's tenderneſs is now — alas, 
where is now her precious ſoul? - Neareſt Re- 
deemer, thy grace is all- ſufficient, and thy mer+ 
cies infinite ! Is it not now rejoicing with thee ? 
Were not all thoſe helps afforded her by thy bound» 
leſs love which (I much fear) even to the laſt her 
il-judging friends denied her? Oh had I but ſeen 
her rejoicing in the love of God, and filled with 
the proſpects of a bleſſed eternity, how would my 
ſoul have joyed in her departure! How would, my 
heart have dilated itſelf with the glorious thought, 
that my friend was delivered from the gilded ſnares 
that ſurrounded her, and gone to ſure and unbounded 
happineſs! And even now I cannot doubt the mer- 
cies of my God; ſurely we ſhall meet again, and 
join in eternal praiſes bo the; we uber * our 


ſalvation! . Wo 
1a 2 with all e Jour fie Friend, - 
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] am obliged to you for your letter, Gösxd the 
firſt fide of it frighted me extremely. I have 
been ſo accuſtomed to ſee you ſtrong. in faith and 


rejoicing in God, that the very mention of weak 
23 faith 
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faith alarmed me; but thanks be to God, who has 
not ſuffered you to be tempted above what you were 
able to bear, but has with the temptation alſo made 
a way for you to eſcape: and I hope this trial will 
be a means of making you ſtill more watchful. You 
| have need to watch and pray always, and more 
eſpecially at thoſe times when your enemies ſeem to 
be at peace with you. When we are bleſſed with 
the light of God's countenance, and have power 
over the ſin which moſt eaſily befets us, we are 
very apt to be off our guard; and by being too ſe- 
cure, we lay ourſelves open to danger from that 
grand tempter, who is always watching over us for 
evil; and if we take not care to keep the loving 
ee of our mind conſtantly fixed on that God who is 
always watching over us for good, we muſt fall. 
Here alt our ftrength lies; but God will not give 
us this ſtrength unleſs we carefully and continually 
ſeek it: therefore, my dear *, now the free 
grace of God has again raiſed you up, be doubly 
careful in every thought, word, and action, and 
be aſſured that your merciful Redeemer will be 
ever ready to hear you when you call upon him. 
That his love may daily abound in your heart more 
and more, is on lincere prayer of 


Juby 12, 2 5 Your ir affedtionate 
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Mond ay, 


[ 223 ] 


Manday, rei 5. 1754 
th deer , . | 
you are indeed a great Ker ſure you 

might contrive to call, though it were but for 
half an hour. —I am glad you heard Mr. **, for 
to hear him and to profit, to a ſimcere ſoul is the 
fame thing, I thank God too, that you are in fo 
happy a ftate of mind, and your foul ſo charmingly 
alive to God; that you ſeem ſo mich in love with 
holineſs, and fo eagerly preſſing after it in all its 
branches: depend upon it, for every degree of ho- 
lineſs, you gain here, you will alſo gain a new de- 
gree of happineſs both here and hereafier. The 
nearer the ſoul is to the image of Chriſt, the more 
it will love him, and the more it will be loved by 
him, and by the Father through him: and this 
love is the higheſt; felicity both of ſaints and angels. 
Imperfe& (in degree) as it is here below, the ſoul. 
that taſtes it would not change it for all that earth 
or heaven could give; and what then muſt it be 
above in the kingdom of eternal glory | where the 
foul, delivered from this earthly clog, | will have 
no hinderances or obſtructions to the pure love-of: 
Wan but will ay ene AS MES in abe TH 


* *. gave me an /account 5 your 7 | 
day 's converſation : I congratulate you that you 
+ can ſo boldly and judiciouſly too, ſpeak for the 
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truth. I pray God to encteaſe you in every good 
word and e | 


Tour or ever-aſtimate Friend, 
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I Return yeu many ani r your an bo 
before I received it I was thinking of you, and 

to tell you the truth, with ſome fear (oceaſioned 
by your long abſence} either that you were grown 
cold to me, or What was infinitely worſe, were 
grown cold to the ways of God ; but your truly 
chriſtian letter diſpelled all my fears, and I rejoice 
and give thanks to our heavenly Father for his 
great and manifold mercies to your ſoul! — I wiſh 
4 could have ſeen you often alone in your laſt ill- 
neſs, but that you know was impoſſible: however, 
the ſmall time I was with you gave me the utmoſt 
latisfaction, and I cannot be enough ſenſible of the 
goodness of my God, that I (weak and unworthy | 
as I am) ſhould be made an inſtrument of ſuch in- 
<rcaſe of comfort: to you. Had you then died, 
you would doubtleſs now be ſinging praiſes to God 
| and the Lamb; but as you are ſuſfer'd 40 continue 


HY. - | | ; longer 
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longer upon earth, it is to this end, that you 
ſhould approve yourſelf a faithful Ache to God, 
in the midſt of this crooked and perverſe genera- 
tion, that you ſhould" ſhine as a light in the world, 


and by ſpending yourſelf in the fervice of God 


here, increaſe your capacity of happineſs hereafter: 
God is merciful to you in in a "peculiar manner. T0 
de kept as you are, hen ſo much engaged In bu. 
findſs, and with {6 few opportunities of atter 
the titans of grace; calls for the utmoſt FOND 
on your part; therefore let no occaſion paſs by un- 
heeded, of ſhewing your love to that Redeemer, 

who' has thus Taved you from fin And che love of 
the world. All bd En a0, W by Kit | too ſmall a 
return for ſuch unbounded G68 . Your! pre- 
ferit ate of Mind 1 4 glorious and happy one in- 
deed: but ſuffer not yourſelf to be off your watch 
for one moment, for fatan is always watching to 
Hurt a ſoul that is thus happily eſcaped from his 
ſnare. But your certain help lies.in Chriſt; keep 
therefore the eye of the mind fixed upon him, and 
you will ſtil go on 1 conquering, and to conquer. | 


en 4017 3 a8 Noor col bf ettienat Friend, 
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youu letter Fel * me 1 8 for 


I began to be in ſome. pain on your account, 
and I wanted to talk with you alone, becauſe I 


was much afraid you were drawing back from the 
way of life 21 thought I perceived in you ſome- 
thing of a worldly. ſpirit, and an affectation of 
beauiſhneſs in your dreſs, which gave me uneaſi- | 
neſs, and I had it upon my mind to write to you, 
if I did not find an opportunity. of talking with you 
ſoon ; but your letter has diſpelled all my fears, 
op I have only to thank God for the grace given 
Tam delighted with the. rules you have laid 

: for our conduct : you muſt conſtantly look up to 
Sad for grace and ſtrength faithfully to practice 
them. . I rejoice in your love to your Redeemer; 
and be aſſured, the longer you live the more you 
will be convinced that this is your only ſure refuge 
and laſting happineſs. | In regard to your going ſo 
often to **, take the following advice; ſhun, as 
| you would poiſon, every thing that you find a 
means of making you leſs alive to God. As to 
Mr. , I don't imagine your converſation can be 
of any ſervice to him at preſent ; for he is ſo en- 
tirely dead, that nothing but the immediate hand 
of God can move him; therefore you have only 
to take care that you are not hurt by him, and: 
never to 80 in his way, but when abſolute ne- 
* 
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celſity requires it. Life is ſhort. We have a 
great work to do, and God only knows how few 
of thoſe hours, which are ever on the wing, may 
be given us to do it in. Therefore lofe not a mo- 
ment ! Remember a chriſtian cannot ſtand ſtill; he 
muſt go either forwards or backwards ; and if you 
have not made ſome advances towards heaven fince 
the clock ſtruck laſt, you have gone back towards 
the contrary road. Keep this conſtantly- in your 
mind, particularly in your vifits. — May the peace 
and love of God be ever with you, and Fail not to 


ue at the throne of grace, 
Your er hic, Bind , 
| Nu. 27» n 
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FAXEHKOUR Aſter will tel} Jos tho! has 
v XK we have been, and how often we have 


happineſs. +' I have been told how muck 
you was affected in thinking I was dangerouſiy : 
it certainly would be ungrateful in me not to love 
you for this tenderneſs, and be highly ſenſible of 
it: but at the fame I cannot help begging of you, 


as a chriftian, to moderate your affection for me. 
Love me from the moſt commendable motives you 


will, ſtill it is fetting your heart too much upon a 
creature, to carry it to ſuch a height. Tis very 
odd for me to write thus, that is, it might ſeem 


ſo, to ſome people; but you, my dear, know bet- 


Oh may the God of inſinite love intirely fill 
= hearts with his love, and peace, and joy, both 
in time and eternity. Adieu. 


Saturday 


wiſhed you had been a partaker of our 
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AFL tags: work together for- good to thoſe 
who love God; therefore if I write as a chriſ- 


tian, 1 muſt not ſay I am ſorry. for your illneſs: 


no, my dear ſoul, this and every thing] which be- 
fals you will be for your benefit, if you earneſtly 
pray for grace, to have no will but that of your 
heavenly Father's. Perfect reſignation to the will. 


of Goll is what we much talk of, but rarely under- 
fland — it is heaven itſelf begun in the ſoul. I truſt 
you will ſoon be able to tell me how greatly the 


love of God is increaſed in your Heart ſince I laſt 
ſaw you, and how much more power you have 
gained over fin. Oh rejoice the heart of your friend 
by continuing ſtedfaſt, and continually prefiing for- 
ward towards the mark of the prize of * high 


1 * 
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© Saturdey, Jah | 35 1754+ 
] Thank I my i for remembering me, 


and the oftener you write the more pleaſure you 


will give me: but you had no right to be- difap- 
pointed by not a a letter from me laſt 
| Sunday, 


2 ͤVGéLLC — . Toe Ss m ͤ .. A © * 


Laer | 
Sunday, becauſe you know you bad not wrote to 
me in the week; and let me add, that if I find 
ſelf- will ſtrong in you (as you ſay it is) I ſhall take 
frequent opportunities of difappointing you, till 
you can aſſure me this ſelf- will is conquered. I too 

well know how great a hinderance this ſelf. will is 

to our advancement in holineſs; and would there- 
fore earneftly intreat my dear friend to fight againſt 
it, that is, in the /frength of the captain of our fal- 
vation, caſting yourſelf (as you ſo juſtly expreſs it) 
on Chriſt, and you will ſurely conquer. — I think 
with pleaſure on the time you were with me, and 
ſhall I truſt rejoice when this happineſs is again per- 
mitted me. — Your dear ſiſter gave me great ſatis- 
faction laſt Thurſday; J doubt not but God will 
continue, cement," and bleſs our three-fold friend- 


ſhip, and am, with thanks for your truly chriſtian 
wen to me, 


Your ever affelimia Friend, | 


2 * 
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ARE you bus, my dear? God will af- 
ſuredly with the temptation make a way to 
eſcape, that you may be able to bear it. The 
more you ſee and are convinced of the blae kneſs 
and _— of * own heart, the better; when 
OS, God 
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nature, altogether. corrupt and abominable, then it 
is that we moſt eagerly graſp. at the purity. and 
righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt; then it is that we ſee 
in him a Redeemer wholly fitted to our wants, 


one who is in truth . our righteouſneſs, wiſdom, 


<« ſanCtification,. and redemption.” Study theſe four 
words, my dear ſoul, till they are even ingrafted 
in your heart, and ceaſe not to pray ſor your un- 
worthy friend. Vr 


Am much obliged to you for your letter, it 
pleafed me extremely, and I thank God for 
- giving you this excellent ſpirit of rejoicing in ſuffer- 


ings ; if we fuffer with him, we ſhall alſo reign 


& with him,” — I thank you for the verſes; were 
they your own? — Mr. 7. was here the other 
day, and I think improves in the 5% improvements 
every time I ſee him. He mentioned a converſa- 
tion he had with you in the garden, and ſeemed 
greatly pleaſed with your part of it: but remem- 

ber, my loue, if any ſpark of pride gains admit - 
tance, it will wither all your graces Pray — 
568 | 8 keep 
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keep you from this and every other temper, which 
is contrary to his perfect love, and bleſs you with 
all ſpiritual bleflings in Chriſt Jeſus. Amen. 


* * 


N + +++ Xx 


th dear Find, 22 1 b ng 
I Thank you 'for writing to me, FO an Peg L 

to ſee you fo conſtantly wateh over the ſtate of 
your: foul ; God is indeed ever ready to hear thoſe 
who call upon him, and T fincerely beg of him to 
fill you with all ſpiritual bleffings in Chriſt Jeſus.— 
I do not wonder that you are fo continually tempted 
of him who goes about as a roaring lion, ſeeking | 
whom he may devoar; but you well know his 
temptations cannot hurt you, if you take care ear- 
neſtly to ſeek for that grace by which you may 
conquer all temptation, and 'by which every tem- 
per may be rooted out that can give encouragement 
to temptation. I am glad you had the ſatisfaction of 
converſing with A. MH. May your heavenly father 
daily increaſe your means of grace and your. hopes 
of glory! | | 


3 Other 26, 1 7 *r 


Sunday 
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l , d rus aue Morin 
My dear Friend, 


4 Have juſt time enough to wiſh that your ſoul 

may this day proſper, and that God may be 
found by you in all his ordinances.- Oh that his 
love may be more and morg ſhed abroad in your 
heart! And this it certainly will be, if you walk 
cloſely with him, and ſuffer not your imagination 
to lead you from your only true happineſs. Oh 
ſtrive continually after a conſtant recollection, and 
communion with God. — I know the unprofitable 
manner in which you will be employed this after- 
noon; but this need not hinder your heart from 
being with your Saviour, he will-ſupport and com- 
fort you. Take care that you run not into making 
obſervations either on the perſons, manners, or 
dreſs of your viſitors: four young ladies in a houſe 
together, ate in the utmoſt danger from this ſin; 
and depend upon it, it is as contrary to chriſtian 
love as ng or len. Adieu. 


il. 351 


as _ Find. 


1 Have, been thinking, * Law you, of all the 


ſnares to which you are going to be expoſed, 
and I ſincerely pray that God may protect you in 


every danger, and hold up your goings in his paths, 


But in order to gain his gracious protection, you 
muſt take the greateſt care that you do nothing.to 
grieve his bleſſed Spirit, and cauſe him to depart 
from you; and this any ſinful compliance will cer- 
tainly do: therefore when you are deſired to do 
any thing unbecoming a chriſtian, fear not (young 


as you are) to bear your teſtimony for Gad againſt 


an evil world. But do it in the ſpirit | of meekneſs; 
and if by this means you draw upon yourſelf the 
appellations of whimſical, obſtinate, and ridiculous, 
look upon the reproach as matter of rejoicing, and 
as adding a greater luſtre to the crown you will 
hereafter recei ve. —Tbere is one temptation, which 
at your age is peculiarly dangerous, and that is a 
deſire of being thought handſome: you muſt be 
ever on your watch againſt this, for it will raiſe a 
thouſand tempers in your ſoul, as contrary to the 
mind which was in Chriſt as darkneſs is to light. 
There is nothing which is a greater counter-poiſon 
to this deſire, than bringing the mind to be con- 
tented, nay even to rejoice that another ſhould 
_ outſhine us. Let Miſs J. be the means by which 


Iu acquire a conqueſt over this krft-born of female 


0 8 pride: 


- — — — — cs — 


vantage. Tf when you read this you colour, and 


pride : ſet yourſelf every day to take delight.in her 


beauty, to wiſh for its embellifhment, and to be 
moſt pleaſed when ſhe appears, to the greateſt ad- 


cry < Dear! what can ſhe mean? this is vaſtly 


4e 00 “ depend upon it there is ſomething in 


your heart which makes the advice I have given 
highly necelfary ;- and fail not, as you prize your 
peace of mind and increafe in grace, to put it in 
practice. We ſhould enjoy much more of the light 
of God's countenance, and of that peace which 
paſſeth all underſtanding, if we would attend to, 
and watch againſt, thoſe occaſions of falling, which 
From their commormeſs we are apt to call little. — 
A ſoul is often cu into heavineſs for hours, by an 
unguarded word. Tou will not, my love, be 


angry with W r deal thus freely with you: 1 


watch over your foul in tender love ; and though 
ſenſible of my own unworthineſs, either to adviſe 
or perſuadle; though ſenfible bf my own great and 
manifoki ſins and imperfections, I cannot deſift from 


guarding you againſt all that may pf ran 
NN Fenn e ee "Tin * M9 


| e 1% ei daidw anten ei 111 
, , * 
0 £3 3 1754. inen 41411 5 11100 ww * 
- . | 
* . [4 
. y * \ 0 1 
"© » 4 : 1 & © ty 4 £ 1 4 1 14 
-« 
oy 5 | 1. t 
: it + & SUPP Þ 


d K.. > ry hens 


wm. bn, > © % 3 _ 3 


1 137 . 


1 * . 
k - has N 7. 1 
TW ö a 


M 4. 4 one, Dcmber 8, 1754. 
u Fried, S* 


Ilan, E and . 
in your reſulution of ſtaying yourſelf upon your 
Redermen, even when he withdraws his comforts 
from you. This time of darkneſs and deſertion is 
eaſily be endured when the bleſſed beams of God's 
countenance ſhine bright in the ſoul; but when he 
hides himſelf from us, every thing is a burthen, 
and though in the midſt of all earthly proſperity, 
we go mourning all the day long; and then if temp- 
tations aſſault us from without, and our own corrup- 
tions from within, *tis hard indeed to ſtand in fo 
lippery a path: but even then our heavenly father 
is ever near us, though we perceive it not; and if 
we can then ſay, though he ſlay me yet will 1 
<« truft in him, this is pure faith indeed; and I 
verily believe a ſoul in this fate, and thus truſting, 
is more acceptable in the ſight of God, than when 
it is triumphing and rejoicing in a full ſenſe of his 
love. When an earthly parent ſees his little child 
ſiek and weak, holding out its hands to him for 
help, and unable to expreſs its wants and pains by 
any: thing but groans and tears, is not his heart 
more moved with tenderneſs towards.it than when 
it is in perfect health? And does not the love of 
our heavenly Father infinitely exceed that of the 
14 | We: fondeſt 
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{tags 
fondeſt parent? Can a woman forget her ſuck- 
ing child? Vea they may forget, yet will I ne- 
< ver forget thee, ſays the Lord.” What en- 
couragement is here? Who then can doubt of the 
never-failing mercies of their God ?—I am glad you 
did not take my letter amifs-— Tell your ſiſter if 
ſhe can truſt Mr. G. with delivering my letters, 

Mr. L. could give him one every week. I wiſh 
you, my dear love, an. increaſe; of every bleſſing 
| PER In . ewe {mp 


: | Your ehe. 
TEST nds, as 
do a on er e 
| ab deer le. 


BE not uneafy at mk M. . laid about the 
| 4 neceſſity of terrors, in order to a ſound con- 
| verſion z he did not mean it in the light: you took 
it, and had not company came in and prevented 
him, he would have explained himſelf, He is ſure 
that there are ſome ſouls whom God draws wholly 
by love, and Joins with me in conjuring you. to 
rejoice, in God's having thus drawin/ you in the 
molt endearing way of his mercy, and not to ſuffer 

bunt | any 
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any doubts. or fears. to overturn your confidence, 
N een Adieu. 
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e nd, 3 
I Thank you for bot yhur dne and ſhould 

have anſwered you fooner, but that by con- 
tinual ſiekneſs T am rendered incapable of almoſt 
any the leuſt application. I am intirely reſigned 
to che will of God, and have no choice of my on 
in any thing which concerns me; and I rejoice in 
your ſpirit of reſignation. I doubt not, my dear, 
but you love me, and I doubt not but this love 
will continue, at Jeaff till you are married. I pray 
God of his infinite mercy to 0G you cart 
from the world, and am athens 


* aur ever-affuimate and foithſul bund, 
run Night * ; D'S 6 * 
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11 Thank you, my love, for nx to me; and 
rejoice that you are happy: God never fails to 
5 hear, 1 that call upon him, and is gracious above 
all that we can either aſk or think. As to my ill 
neſs, it is extremely troubleſome, but I believe not 
dangerous; and I muſt continue to bear it for a 
good while longer without attempting to remove 
it, becauſe my apothecary himſelf knows not what 
to make of it: however, I am juſt as 1 ought to 
be; I delight to do and to ſuffer the will of God, 
and his mercies are ſweet to my ſoul. I am in chat 
bappy ſtate of he ape that I have not a wiſh, 
but for an increaſe, of grace and holineſs. Sunday 
my ſoul longed after the Aacrament; and the tears 
came in my eyes, becauſe I could not go to church. 
But are the flowing ſtreams of redeeming love con- 
fined to place or time? J found indeed they were 
not; for my ſoul was at home ſweetly repleniſhed, 
with. every bleſſing I could. have hoped. for at the 
altar. How much are thoſe to be pitied who know 
not the love of God! How much are thoſe to be 
pitied who ſet their hearts on any thing in this ſtate 
of exiſtence! How poor, how low, how trifling 
is every thing, that does not look towards eternity! 
I have ſuch an experimental ſenſe of the nothing- 
neſs of all worldly things, that they ſeem no more 
to me than dancing puppets ; and I am ſometimes 
ready to affront my brother and Mr, **# „by ſmil- 
Ing at the important air wah which they talk of 
their 


f 1 1. 


: this ue as they call t—1 think there i is very 
little probability that I ſhall be fit to come to the 
wedding. Pray God keep your ſiſter's heart in 
this time of danger and diſtraction, and bleſs ) you 


both with the E of his children. e 
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Was atenilbed 47 your + wit letter : : Mrs. R. is 
a woman whom 1 hardly ever mentioned with- 
out praiſing of her ; and I ſhould have thought her 
good ſenſe which'excels that of moſt of her ſex) 
Vould have prevented'her from retailing hear-ſay 
Teanddl!' May God TYNE her, and grant her a bet- 
ter way of thinking. As to her knowledge of me, 
my dear, it can be but very little, for I don't remem- 
ber ever to have ſeen her fince I was married : 
however, this ſhews you what you are to expeQ, 
T you rive really to be a chriſtian. As to this 
play which you fear, I dare not adviſe you to do 
any thing againſt your conſcience ; but let all your 
remonſtrances be made with the utmoſt humility, 
duty, and affection; and if after all, they will ab- 
 Holutely oblige you to go, you cannot help it: but 
bruſt in God, and your difficulties may perhaps 
: 3 . vaniſh 


[ 142 ] 
vaniſh when. yon leaſt. expect it. However, my 
love, let this be how it will, I beg you will by alt 

means ftrive to attain that chearſulneſs your pappa 
wiſhgs you to do. I believe you appear too ab- 
ſtrated in company, and this in one ſo very young 
as you are, is more taken notice of than it would 
be in me, or even in your ſiſter: ſtrive; therefore, 
always to have a ſmile upon your countenance z 


and, whether you give attention or not to what 


paſſes around you, fem to do fb. If you are for- 
bid having any friendſhip with me, obey your parents 
with readineſs and alacrity, and fear not but God 
will doubly make up this loſs to you ſome other way. 
As for me, I own that I ſhall be forry, not only 
at being parted from you, but to he the friendſhip 
of your pappa and mamma, for.I really love them 
from, my heart. But I hope this forrow will be 
ſuch as may agree with the moſt perfect reſignation. 
In the mean time, let us only think of praiſing God 
in all events, and be affured that none ever yet 
truſted in him and was confounded, — It would 


ee to hear from your fiter or 


Your : 
- -f1 Tour * Friend, 
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Reverend Sir, ME RIEL | 
FP OUR e ee and piety 

„ takes from me all fear that you ſhould 
be offended at the addreſß of a perſon 
unknown, even though this addreſs is 
| deligned to point our ſomething amis in you; which 
it is abſolutely neceſſary (for the good of your own 
ſoul, and for the eternal welfare of thoſe who hear 


you) that you ſhould amend.— You believe !—Youw 
Feel the power, and live the /ife of faith Oh why. 


will you not ſtrive that others may be partakers of 
SIT * G 4 : like 
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like happineſs with you? — I know your 


: manner of preaching : v9 f myſelf have heard you; „ 
; and while my ear has been deli 


fecting delivery, your elegant anguage, and well- 


| with your af- 


turned periods, my heart has Bled to think that ſuch 
talents ould wi ſo miſerably perverted : bled for 


you, and for thoſe poor fouls, whom this way of 


preaching lulls into a fatal ſecurity. Pardon my 
EN of ſpeech 2 my boldnęſs towards 


you; but you you will acknowledge, that 
where the foundation is unſound, the Toe, muſt 
fall ; and no true foundation can be laid except 
* Chriſt, Your; own experience muſt tell you, 


that a divine power can alone change the heart; 


that all outward regularity of behaviour, all rounds 
and forms of deyotion, and, all moral d vties, with- 


out this change are utterly ee kg and only 
like beautifying the outſide of a ſepulchre, which 


within is full of dead mens bones and of all unclean- 
neſs. You are ſenſible too, that faith in a dying 
Redeemer is the only means given us by which this 
change, of heart can be effected. To What pur- 
Poſe chen is it to tell poor, loft, unden man of the 


| dignity of his rational. nature, and the beauty of 


Vintue? oy Dear. Sir, for; the ſake. of that God 
whom, you. love and adore, ,@way with theſe ba- 
deus, and ſubſtitute in their place realities· How 
uld it delight the hearts of ſeveral of your friends 
(be greatly love and eſteem you, and who wiſh 
well to the nnn to ſee you * 
; ce 
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force of eloquence labouring to convince your 
hearers of the /in of their nature, their condemna- 
tion in the ſight of God, and their utter incapacity 
to help themſelves ; and then proclaiming to them, 
< Behold the Lamb of God, who taketh away the 
ins of the world /” 


I am ſenſible of the difficulties you will have 
to encounter, in thus changing your manner of 
preaching: but though the battle be hard to fight, 
great will be the glory of the victory. *Tis true, 
pour enemies are ſtrong and powerful; the devil, 
the world, all the wicked, and all the ſelf-righ- 
teous will be joined together againſt you: but 
look up with an eye of faith, and ſee how many 
more are for you. Think of the holy angels re- 
joicing over every ſinner converted by your means; 
think that the captain of your ſalvation, your God 
and Redeemer, will be ever near to help, to 
ftrengthen and comfort you! And conſider what 
vnutterable joy your ſoul will feel, when at that 

period of time which is the moſt delightful to the 
true chriſtian, you can with firm confidence cry out 
with St. Paul, © I have fought a good fight, I have 
4 finiſhed my courſe, I have kept the faith; hence- 
« forth is laid up for me a crown of righteouſneſs.” 


Jam (though your unknown and unwerthy) 


ere d 1 20 mer truly affeflianate Friend. 
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Rriseigen him who uren ach contra- 

diztion-of finners againſt himſelf, leſt you be 
weary and faint in your mind | —— Believe me, 
my dear friend, my Heart feels the moſt tender 
concern for you; and 1 heartily beg of our dear 
Redeemer, that he would raiſe, ſtrengthen, and 
comfort you. That any one ſhould fie the 
affiifted is hard indeed: but conſider, that when 


your Saviour's hands and feet were nailed to the 


croſs, and the wounding thorns cruſhed into, his 
ſacred temples, even then, they gave him vinegar 
mingled with gall.” And 1 — are your ſofferings, 
were they even a million of times greater than they 
Le, when compated with thoſe of the Lamb of 
God t 
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God! Nay, ought, you not rather to rejoice.in your 
affliction, becauſe through ſufferings you are brought 
into a greater.conformity.with. the captain of your 

ſalvation? Beſides that part of your trouble which 
is indeed the hardeſt to bear, may be productive of 
the greateſt good; good to your foul and glory to 
God. What an opportunity have you now to 
ſhew that your mind is renewed after the image of 
Chriſt, by returning love, blefling, and meekneſs, 
for railing and ill uſage! And this too, ih the beſt 
defence you can make, either for yourſ or your 
brethren. When I laſt ſaw you, it gave me great 
joy to obſerve the air of tranquility and chearfulneſs 
that was in your Eountenance, even when your ſon 
was in danger: I new, nothing but the love of 
God in your heart could effect this; and ſhould 
now the ſun of , righteouſneſs: be withdrawn, and 
your ſoul overwhelmed with darkneſs, yet be af- 
ſured he will ſoon return; he will ariſe with heal- 

ing in his wings, and you ſhall rejoice in the light 
of his countenance. Like as a father pitieth his 

own children, even fo is the Lord merciful unto 
them that fear him. WY 


O love! Ne Guiding 5 ray! _ Pais 
All pain before thy preſence flies 
Care, anguiſh, ſotrow, melt away, mw wn 
Wbere' er thy healing ſtreams atiſe. I | 
'O Jeſu! nothing may 1 lee, * kth n 105 
Nothing , feel, or thipk, but Th 
. 57 f 1555 
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og OR re me; 
and if it will increaſe o joy to know that! 
Jove my Saviour more than Health, or light, or 
lifes be aſſured that I do! and that J ſhould think 
myſelf the moſt ungrateful and vile of all creatures 
# I did not. — It is my conftant and earneſt deſire 
every day, nay every hour, to increaſe in the 
knowledge and love of God, and to be ſaved not 
only from the guilt, but alſo from the power of 
fn. I know that the grace of God through Chriſt 

is ſufficient for me; I know that the blood of 
Chriſt cleanſeh from all fin ; and I know (bleſſed 
de God for giving me that knowledge) that I have 
redemption through this blood, | even the forgive- 
"neſs of my fins. Think now what a wretch I 
ſhould be, if I did not love this Redeemer, and if 


I did not wiſh above all things elſe to be conform- 


ed to his image? — And in conſequence of my 
thus loving God becauſe he firſt loved me, I love 
every creature which God has made, and every 

| of man, without any regard had to ſeats, 
nantes, c or parties. The Moravian church, though 
I am certain at this time it is over-run with dread- 
ful errors, I love, pity, and pray for. Oh may 


the God of love and unbounded mercy, convince 
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and reſtore it! — I. chank you for the glorious ad- 
, vice you" gie me, ef «© living very near "tlie 
* crols:” there ia life indeed! Life" freely given, 
> every ſoul that ſeeks it. And that you and I 
may [ever partake of this life, is the Hearty wiſh 
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. AM much e for your apdf- 

tolical letter, 'and for the truly chriſtian 
joy you expreſs for my baby's happineſs. 
That I have felt all that the greateſt ſen- 


ſibility of temper is capable of feeling on ſuch an 
occaſion, is certain : but here has. been my great 


comfort, that, in every thing which concerned the | 


child, 1 have had neither will nor wiſh of my own. 
He was peculiarly dedicated to God, even before 
he was born: and fince, he has been daily, nay 
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almoſ., hourly.; offered up; and, chat not. i in, word 
only; hut in Müh +21 as it has Wleafed. God to 

actept him vs | x ſactifice, - rather than as a ſervant, 
Ive nothing to ay; but ce thy will be done * 
If I could have ſeen you, or any of my chriſtian 
friends at this time, when all- the fineſt ſprings of 
human nature werd on the *rack, it would have 
"ow a mou ſatisfaction; but it pleaſed God to 


hy perceived by my foul: : fo that I had the 
great bleſſing of bearing ſomething of the craſs. 
And this I look upbnito be à pattieular blefling to 
me, becauſe I have been ſo wholly led by love, 
that before this, I knew but very little of what it 
was fo ſuffer the win of GH In'thort, / tvery 
diſpenſation of my heavenly Father towards me, is 2 
nothing but mercy and unbounded goodneſs. I ſee 
- ad0'Þ ade The Lord 77 bleſs and, p preſerve 
you in body, ſoul, and ſpirit. Fail hot to 25 
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A "ar 3h, | | 
See with delight, that you are 5 91 as a an, 
for every one of the devil's tools to ſhoot ar : 

0 he certainly wounds the deepeſt by thofe, who, 

-while they are working for him, imagine they are 

doing God fervice, and acting with chriftian-pru- 

dence. How often is that wiſdom which comes from 
beneath, taken for that which comes from above / 

And fear of man, ſecret deſire of preferment, and 

being aßbamed of the croſs of Chrift, dignified with 

the title of great judgment, true diſcretion, and 
proper caution not to give offence | — Tis hard, 
indeed, to be wounded in the houſe of your friends ; 
nothing, pethaps, is more painful to nature than 
this: but if they have called the maſter of the 
houſe Beelzebub, how much more thoſe of his 
houſhold ! = Thoſe ſervants of Chriſt who are de- 
ſigned by him for” eminent uſefulneſs, muſt. of ne- 
ceflity have the largeſt Hare of tribulation : for 
the higheſt place of hohour under our king, is that 
of the ſharpeſt ſufferings. I ſhould not wonder if 
the tongues and pens of all your brethren (except 

two or three) were employed againſt you; and I 

am ſo far from being ſorry (on your account) for 

Mr. Z's preaching againſt you, that I look upon it 

a5 a precious and bleſſed mark, and a ſeal to the 

truth of your W — Happy parting, indeed, 
with 


* 


N [ 254 ] 
with the world | And happy parting with every 
comfort in it, if nearer union with God is the con- 
fequence ] Oh ceafe not to pray for me, that all 
things may thus work together for my good} — 
This poor dream of life will ſoon be at an end; 
and then, if thoſe who have only given a cup of 
cold water for the ſake of Chrift, ſhall net loſe their | 
reward, what an exceeding and eternal weight of | 
glory attends thoſe happy ſouls who conſtantly la- 
* and patiently ſuffer for lim? . 


4 am your obliged * faithful 
e 72 1080 and Servant, 
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* you) preſent at your ſermon on the 
8 public worſhip of God, and fat im- 


hear that name mentioned, by which alone com- 
eth Salvation. Surely, thought I, when all his 
beat hen and moral motives are done, I ſhall at 
laſt hear bim urge that % and mai prevailing 
motive to our joining together in the praiſe of God, 


viz. the exceeding riches' of his mercy to us in 
Chriſt Jeſus. But alas how were all my expec- 


tations fruſtrated ? and how did my heart ſink 
when the ſermon was ended! — If there is any 
faith to be given, either to the words or behaviour 

+ of 


Was this moming 8 4 


— — — — > 2 


———2— — 
9 ——— — - 


= E 
OSD ee" — ditto Stab aber — — „ — k 
po — 


* 
— 8 * 3 * TH mA. » * 8 — 
„ + — — — ; — . . 
_ 7 JV - — ng - $6 — 2 . 4 - K 1 
* D $4 wo * r _ PX * of ae q at —_— 
— = - _ - — 2 - = 


. - _— - 
— 


— —— as nn, 


5 

: 

i] 

1 

4 

1 
' 3 
f: 14 
1 
1 
i 
PT 


FL, — .. 
Chriftian. But what did you 
E here more than Socrates might have ſaid ? You 
will pardon my boldneſs ; God knows the ſincerity 
of my heart, when T proteſt, that it is only from a 
motive of love to your ſoul, and the ſouls of thoſe 
which hear you, that I- write with ſuch freedom. 
Give me leave then to aſk, Have you, for your 
own ſoul in particular, fad redemption through 
the blood of Chriſt ? I have all the reaſon imagi- 
nable, from your ſweet converſation, which diſco- 
vers an heart overflowing with the love of God, to 
believe that you have. But how is it then that 
you. could preach one ſuch ſetmon as this? Oh 
ſearch well into your own heart; is there not 
ſome root of bitterneſs remaining, fs evi ſhame, 
which renders you thus inconſiſtent? Had F not 
heard you myſelf, I could not have thought it poſ- 
ſible, for you to have preached in this manner, 
after the Ylorious | things 9 ou have ſaid! to 
You have called me Fricka.” "Take this, better as 
the higheſt proof of friendſhip 1 could 'pothbly give 
you; is it not fo, for your ſake to run the hazard 
of being thought bold and aſſuming ? ? If you are 

offended, tell me fo plainly,” but at the fame time 
forgive" me; and believe me, with the fin- 


wiſhes" for your 125 t uſekulnel and ever- 
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me to make a good uſe of it, One would i imagine 
that if Ungleneſs of eye, and lincerity of heart were 
real ' found in all thoſe of our mier who in a 
meaſure preach” the poſpel, there would ſcarce be 


room left even for the ſhadow of a diſpute; but 

chis is only imagination 3 for I cannot help obſerv- 

ing of 8855 for * ſincerity 1 would * 
w 


Nav R 3 on 
What i is the proper foundation of our 
rejoicing in temporal bleſſings, is per- 
fectly ſatisfactory, and I thank you for 
© What you ſay of Mr. P's tract is Full what 
Le poffibly ſome fit ſeaſon may be given. 
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with my life, that they are far from being con- 
ſiſtent long together. I have lately been attacked 
with a mighty pretty diſtinction (and from my 
| ignorance a new one to me) in reſpect of the doc- 
trine of aſſurance of forgiveneſs of fin. — Mr, * 
ſays it is of the efjence of Faith 3 but maſt of the old 
Puritans, together with a heap of great names (of 
which I remember not one) ſay it is of the fruits 


of faith. — A poor weak woman, who has not 
learnt logic, may be eaſily puzzled with the nicety 
of a logical diſtinction: but ſtill I could plainly ſee, 
that let it be eſſence or fruits, there was a manifeſt 
neceſſity for enforcing the qocttine: bocauſe a tree 
which brings not forth its proper fruits, is a bar- 
ren tree. — A faith which brings not forth its pro- 
per fruits, is a dead faith, and conſequently un- 
profitable. — The anſwer is, < A tree may be 
„ alive, and yet not bring forth fruit imme- 
<« diately.” — Well, but this makes nothing a- 
gainſt che neceflity there is that it nud bring forth 
fruit, in order to make it a p tree 
But then we have a homily to fly 40: — © The 
<< homily on ſalvation fays nothing of aſſurance.” — 
If the honyly contradicts St. Poul, the homily is 
nothing to me. “O, you won't refer it to that, 
e becauſe it makes againſt you. I do not fo 
much as know what is in it.—** It only ſays a ſure 
e truſt and confidence.” — I think a ſure confidence 
is nearly the ſame with aſſurance. — No, they 
«© are wy different. Now, Sir, you muſt 
de 


[ 239 ] 

be ſo goed to furniſh me with two or three of your 
ſtrong arguments, to pull down this Babe! tower, 
which aur friends are building. I ſhould alſo be 
are always conſiſlent in doctrine, as well as practice: 
far I can find: no one elſe that is ſo. — Difference 
of opinion I regard not; I cauld enjoy fellowſhip 

of ſpirit with a truly ſincere Preugſt inarian, Papi, 
or Qua ler. Inconſiſtency is the thing alone which 
hurts me, When I find this in people who I kn O. 
to be in fo much higher a fate of grace than my 
ſelf, and whom I love and honour, it diſquiets me 
Town, by far toe much; and my ſoul, like Nanb's 
dove, flics ſolitary about, and finds no place of reſt 
on the face of the whole earth ; till at lat wich 
one olive- leaf, and only one, ſhe returns joyful to 
the ark, — Give me leave, Sir, to intreat of you 
(if you ſhould-have a little time to ſpare) that you 
will juſt point out to me, Fir, What are the 
probable cauſes of this ĩncomſiſtency, in thoſe wha 
have truly ſincerity of heart, and fingleneſs of eye. 
Secondly, What is the moſt probable means of 
curing this diſtemper of the mind. And, Thirdly, 
How I may avoid falling into it myſelf, and keep 
my ſoul from being diſquieted, when I find it in 
thoſe. whom I highly efleem. — I hope God con- 
tinues to preſerve to us your precious health, and 


that your long journies may be a means of ſtrength- 
ening and eſtahiiſhing it. doubt not but the work 


of 6 and that you 
will 
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which a ſpirit muſt feel, when firſt delivered from 
its heavy clog! Farewel, may our dear Redeemer 


Li 1 


will have much reaſon to rejoice in 25 fruit of 
your labours. - How happy are you to be always 
thus employed, in ſuch eminent ſervice for your 
maſter. Vou live almoſt the life of an unembodied 
ſpirit; and I live nearly the life of a plant. But 
thank God, it is abſolutely certain, that this im- 
mortal ſpirit of mine, which is thus preſſed in on 
every fide, and weighed down with matter, Will 


ſome time burſt its bonds, and break the bars of 


its priſon; and then, how it will ſoar ! Nothing 
ſure can equal the life, the joy, the glorious liberty, 


continually watch over you, and bleſs you . 
| * word, aw reepef r 2 29. 20 9 
err 7 4 2ſt 7 vor d þits n. 4. 
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N ow. 1 ſhall 1 fad 3 to thank you 

your ſweet expreſſions of care and ma 
ſhip for my ſoul. Ten thouſand thouſand! bleſſings 
on your own for this kindneſs. — I hope I may in 


one ſenſe ſay, that my ſoul proſpers, becauſe I 
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done in me and by me. But 1 have not at preſent 
thoſe ſenſible comforts: and -overflowings” of joy 1 
have at ſome times experienced: the cries of a 


human nature, caſt a kind of heavineſs over my 
ſoul; and the perpetual and ſtrict watch I am 
obliged to keep over my heart, for fear the leaſt 
murmuring or complaining thought ſhould ariſe in 
it (which I would rather die than ſuffer) ſeem rather 
to reſtrain my ſoul from the glorious freedom-ſhe 


of divine love. — Oh bleſſed hours of abſtraction 
all creatures, and joyful communion with 
e fountain and center of all happineſs, when will 


Father that you ſhould, return: and in that divine 
will I zeſt contented, willing, nay pleaſed, to ſuf- 
fer any thing, every thing, ſo I may be kept from 


fines *3 I haye, lately bad inward temptations, buzzing ES 
about my mind, like inſects in a ſummer's day; 


but, by looking to Jeſus, Jas eaſily diſperſe them, 


as the waving hand diſperſes thoſe little trouble- 


ſome animals: and, thanks to my Redeemer's 
boundleſs merey; I ſtill enjoy in my inmoſt ſoul, 
a peace, which I would, not loſe for millions of 


worlds. But I greatly want conſtant recollection, 
and a mortiſied humble ſpirit. Vou know the 


weight your words have with me; give me, I beg 


M1 vou, ſome e for obtaining this. 1 can- 


not 


J 


* 


deſite nothing but that the will of God may be 


ſickly infant, which touch all the fineſt ſprings of 


unc had, of lofing berſelf in the heights and depths. 


* return? When it is the will of my heavenly . 


1 


Gt acker d lee, eee ne 
again, for enquiring after my ſoul: Oh how dearly 
do I love, you for this goodneſs. May the tender 
! mercies of God be with you! May the eternal 
Comforter meet and bleſs you in every word of 
Pane 2 and i eg nne heart! 


Wd ever-g . nd ae. 
ebe e een, aged 


February 28. 
Shall not forget the great reaſon J had to be 
fthankful both to God and you, for our 14, con- 
verſation. It ſeemed to me, that 1 had more li- 
berty of ſpeaking to you than uſual, though a thou- 
ſand things were yet left unſaĩd ; and you led me 
to make many obſervations, which 1 hope will be 
of laſting benefit to my ſoul. You have taught 
me do ſee the amazing wiſdom and loving kindneſs 
of God in ſeveral inſtances, which I fhould not elfe 
have thought of; and I am fully fatisfied with all 
his diſpoſals: knowing he orders all things well, 
.chearfully fubmit z and I truſt that ſtrength will be 
given me to walk on in the way ſet before me, 
4 though ſorrowful, yet (in one ſenſe) always re- 
nn. aaa. br" the 
- - thorns 


158650 


Möwe are mixed with roſes? This is infinitely more 
chan I deſerve. How true is it, that the higher 
ſatisfaction we have in any thing, beſides God; the 
greater pain muſt neceſſarily attend it? have often 
been taught this leſſon, in various degrees, each 
tiſing above the other; and yet I have not learnt 
"wiſdom. And who ſhall teach me this wiſdom? 
* Why vou youtſelF can lay down moſt excellent 
rules, but it is God Alone who can give me power 
* 3 them. 1 plainly ſee the neceſſtty of 
bs every thought. brought into ſubjection to 
it muſt be CE J would: attain ſettled 
== and conftant recollection — In your extract 
from Molinos, the Rate of mind Jam ſeeking is 
well deſeribed in theſe words: „The ſoul that is 
« entered into the heaven of peace, acknowledges 
« itſelf full of God, and his ſupernatural gifts ; 
6 becauſe it lives grounded in a pure love, receiv- 
4 3 pleaſure in light and darkneſs, in night 
4 and day, in Miction and .conſolation : through 
«© this 00 and heavenly indifferency, it never loſes 
s its peace in adverſity, nor its tranguillity in tribu- 
cc ation, but ſees itſelf full of unſpeakable enjoy- 
6 ments, Sc.” And again, Though; the 
“valley of the lower faculties of the ſoul is ſuffer- | 
« ing tribulations, combats, martyrdoms, and ſug- i 
„ geſtions, yet at the ſame time, on the lofty 
«© mountain of the higher part of the ſoul, the true 
<« ſun caſts its beams; it enflames and inlightens | 
A, and ſoit becomes clear, peaceable, reſplen- —_ 
1 2 . dent, 5 | 


* 


eee 

; 40 dent, quiet, ſerene, being a mere ocean of 
joy. — But alas! you will ſay, * How far ate 
"6 vou from this tate. — True, I am far from it 
indeed; and yet I have ſometimes experienced ſome 

little glimmerings of it, but they have been ſoon 
diſturbed :. and then I have fondly ſaid to myſelf, 
Well, when this trial, when this temptation, or 
difficulty is over, I ſhall return to my ſweet peace, 

and my ſoul will be wholly ſwallowed up in the love 

of God. Vain imagination! I. think I have now 
 experimentol learnt a truth, which 23 only 


e 


5 does not — 7 in being free from temptations 

<< and difficulties, but in ſtedfaſtly and calmly con- 

e quering them.” — Once more, the Lord pre- 

; - ſerve. you! Could my prayers, avail any thing, what 
.. bleflings would you receive, in body, ſoul, and 

ſpirit] Oh farewel, farewel ! And when your ſoul 

4 carried up to God, remember to pray for 
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Dear 1 N ” 
1 Return you many thanks for writing ſo ſoon, and 
particularly for filling two ſides of your paper; 3 
my ſoul was as much enlivened by your, letter, as 
the earth, the birds, and flowers, are by the rays. 
of the ſun, after a long and heavy rain. May your 
1 maſter reward vou for all Jour e „ 
t me & 
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Tank Gos H here in ſome Bellen any! chat 
grand leſſon; *© Not as 1 will, but as thou wilt?“ 
and I continually Pray that he may teach it me more 
afid' more: : the preſent idle and half- dying life Tam, 
obliged to lead, greatly needs this temper of mind; 

and it 1s all the free'mercy'of my Redeemer that 1 
can now ſay, his grace 1s ſufficient for me. #3 
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In regard to temporal bleſfings, 1 be e 
then a little diſpute with ſome of my religious friends, 
and I want your authority to ſtrengthen my argu- 

ments. — They ſay, Whatever temporal bleſſing 
God gives, you are to rejoice and take a pleaſure 
in it, as his gift. And I ſay, Whatever temporal 
blefling God beſtows, the motive for your rejoicing 
ſhould be merely the will of God : for if you rejoice 
in the bleſſing conſidered as a happineſs in itſelf 
(though referring it to God with a thankful heart) 
"oy are building on the ſang, and your happineſs 


Wl. „ will 


—— — 


and the greateſt of worldly bleflings, and will aſk 
me, © Are you not pleaſed?” — I anſwer, I am 
pleaſed with every thing which is the will of God; 
and the anſwer is thought an odd one: ie 
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Vin be ſhaken, if not overturned, by the firſt ſtorm 


that beats upon it. But if the wil of God be the 
motive of your rejoicing, you build your happineſs 


on a foundation which never can be moved: the 
_ preſent bleſſing, indeed, may vaniſh away, but 


your cauſe of rejoicing Ril remaineth ſure and ſted- 
faſt, in time and in eternity, — Some people think 


the way I am in at preſent a prodigious happineſs, 


not belp its I dare NOT ARE any other. 


" You want me to fay en upon chriſtian 
love ripened in eternity, but this is a theme for 
angels, my ſoul is too low, too dull to attempt to 
write upon itz I can only wiſh and pray to be a 


partaker of it. Farewel ; may the ſweeteſt ſtreams 


ene ** over il you faul, - 
way am mire yoo, 
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IF truly a ——— diveds alt 
iJhavey. and all I am to God, and gladly ſpend 
every hour in his fervice ; but the difficultics I find 
in the way are indeed inſuperabli to me, though not 
fo I think to every one, at leaſt if I may judge from 
ſome few inſtances I have ſeen ſince my acquaintance 
with you. _You yourſelf, ever-outrverdly, appear to 
me toi ſpend every hour to the glory of God; and for 
this reaſon 1 look upon you. to be the happieſt of 
mankind. When I ſee you ſpent with fatigue, 
your eyes balf cloſed, and your outward man ſeem- 
ing to baften to its diſſolution, tough I would 
freely give my on -life and ſtrength to increaſe 
yours, I almoſt envy you this glorious fatigue, and 
Hay to-myſelf, How happy, how blefſed is this man, 

thus to ſpend and be ſpent in the ſervice of his Ro- 
deemer | Think me not preſumptuous when I ſay, 
that I plate you conſtantly before my mind, as my 
living example. Outwardly it certainly is impoſ- 
| fidle for me to follow you bat inwardly ! — Oh, 
Sir, that 1 could in every faculty of my ſeul be a 
follower of you, even as you gre of Chriſt /—You 
did me love enough; and doubriefs if I could love 
engugh, I ſhould: (as you fay) do enough, for per- 
"feet" ove is 'perfet liberty, liberty to conquer all 
ſin, and àttain to alt holineſs. This is the glorious 

_ H 4 | privilege 


n 3 
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privilege of the children of God; and this my foul 
pants: after. But. though I can ſincerely ſay that 
] love God above all things, yet it is very evident 
that I do not love enough, becauſe the fruits of this 
perfect love are not produced in my ſoul. Some- 


times my enemies ſeem intirely conquered, and my 
mind is ſmooth and calm, as were the waters after 


Chriſt had ſaid to them, Peace, be fall. + But 
when I ſeem, thus ſtrong, I am (to my inexpreſſible 
ſhame, and confuſion) found to be uc itſelf : 
ſome-trifle, which perhaps had appeared too con- 
temptible even to be thought of, will be the means 
of my inwar ay n but nk a n 
ny this given me, way l . | Atiste 
T4 Sie ALY pie 12.3} 4344854 05953, } 
Ws, Quick as the zpple of an eye, 3 4. 
«6 i hy edel touch of ng feel,” 
J icht ay; eons ne ww 
To: feel, — mein h fly to that blood of 
ſprinkling which alone can cleanſe me from this 
pollution. But indeed, Sir, I find every day more 
and more the truth of your words, ( that L have 


need to watch alu. Lam ſet as it ere in the 


midſt of ſnares, both friends and enemies gonſpiriog 
together to keep me ſtom that burmility which is · ſo 
neceſſary to one who wiſhes to be really a chriſtian, 
My enemies lead to pride, by railing at me for 
what is, and ought to be, in one ſenſe, my glory; 
and my ſrlends, by baving too high an opinion t 
me; L think there is none, — dank ha 


1 
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[ 1697] 
de not in fame meaſure burt me: and therefore, 
though I dare not call you y friend, as implying 
any particular attachment on your part, you are in 
fact, my trueſt and beſt friend. Praiſe I now dread 
as poiſon; and yet my temper-is ſuch as makes 
ſome encouragement neceſſary. Your behaviour to 
me is exactly fitted to preſerve the balance of my 
mind even: a ſmile of approbation from you, is 
that praiſe which encourages without endangering. 
You will pardon my ſpeaking ſo much of myſelf : 
2 a patient, you know, muſt fully lay open his caſe 
to his phyſician ; and I have been embaldened even 
by you yourſelf, to increaſe the length of my let- 
ters. © Oh may your bleſſed maſter reward you for 
all your Jabours in his fervice, and for all your good- | 
neſs to 


Your unworthy, though 


ever grateful and en, | 
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| — of Scripture. 


5 — Aut. lent ol things, — 4 
pPeoerately wicked,./ .. viluan 


ber how. Fatally doT experience th 
truthof this aſfertion! | My heart is indeed 


515 


* is my confuſion and ſorrow on the me- 
lncholy e Lord I have, by the deceitful- 


neſs and wickedneſs of my own heart, ach forfeited | 


my title to the jo oys « of eternity, incurred thy indig- 
nation, and made myſelf obnoxious to that dread- 
ſentence, Depart - curſed [ And how juſt this 


ſentence, after the crimes my deceitful t has 


| betrayed me into; after the man good die 
L have broke 3 after the fins of ingratitude, pre- 


2 


deceitful above all things; ; and how great 
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ſamptjan, * repining, with which I | & debled 
my soul! How often have.! 1 reſolve: „ firmly e- 
ſolved, to keep a ſtrict watch over my eyes and 
heart in the houſe of God, and let no thought have 
enterance which could diſturb my devotions, and 
prevent my addreſſing my Creator with the rever- 
ence I 6ught ;; b +» ; ul God! hw contrary 
have 1 acted to all Have not my eyes been 
amuſed by vanity, and my heart ſo diſtracted by 
idle and ridiculous; ideas, that I have not known 
the words my lips pronounced; nay, have not 
even unclean and blaſphemous thoughts attacked 
me at this ſacred time, and, ua Zþ ws | 
been indulged, or but coldly rejected? Oh 
and horrible proof that my heart is deceitful ,above 
all things, and deſperately wicked! Lord I hate 
and-abhor myſelf, for having thus often; and thus 
heinouſly offended thee | I am wutrerly aſhamed and 
confounded at my daring, m onſtr | 
How ſhall T 5 0 bp for p At on. 115 ſo fre- 
quently repeated, and with. ſuch aggravations 7 ? 
When 1 conſider the greatneſs of my guilt, 1 
aſtoniſhed ſoul is Teady, to o ſink in black deſpair. 
Bleſſed God! I fit again "the. cleare ft: Spiel, 
againſt the checks of my e and the kind 
admonitions of thy Holy Sp irit; and, Hrange per- 2 
verſneſs !. againſt all the Bop and — I have 'of 
| happineſs, fin againſt 1 that God, whom T love an 
adore from my ſoul, and whoſe eee th T would this, | 
moment 2 5 down wy life te to o procure. e The rhoug] 


A ! INFEC by 


# Yu 
241 5 L $1 


— 


big} 
Fi DIL kia te Grptiring e ent- 
loghty, in the 52 of, cregtion and redemption» 
fl my mind v with | gratitude and wonder: I am, loſt! 
15 admiration, and. could PLS: for. ever on the de- 
lightful theme; and e inconſiſtent etch chat 
ö [ani Tg 80 on tc too end this g Weer. 

eing, by. my. careleſ 8, n d irgeverent. ad- 
5 and my, wicked Ae Wh ay 


y prayers are turned! into 


222 the PT pe ye we than 1 


mbrace and adore that meren: that mercy 1 
is 15 freely offered, to the wor! hf inner + tho 


mercy which is made. fure, to us by the blood of * 
crucihed Saviour. . Ob my 2 — 1 my deareſt 
_ hope and everlaſti: ing confidence | teach me Tn 
| to expreſs th ſentiments I have. of, thee, e, and, the 
. I have of my guilt. I deteſt 0 
hate my vile, ingratitude, and am "Fully convinced 
of my own weakneſs, and the vanity Shs * beſt, 
reſolutions, without thy aſfiftiog 1 5 0 h grant. 
me that, for the lake of. ahy | Re 7 0 on, that, 
| | will rely; neyer 'mgre will I truſt to the, 
4005 of m my own  realon 3 Tha "foun nd, by d 
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expetience, "that 1. am folly. pa. £3 th, > f: 
without thy aid Tam worſe. than nothing, 
the bleffin a 1 155 nplore "Fi T ſhall "nar 
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: — af ti of the wickednch and 
deeefifuleſs of inly Heatt 7" Alas f it is hot: I have 
innumerable proofs of its tkeachery, every day and 
every hour brings ſome, and gives me new cauſe 
for grief and repentante. 1 1 teſolve frequently, no 
more to murmur and 'Fepin e at the misfortunes I 
lie under; no more to br back with diſcoßtent, 
or erwards With diſttüt: and *theſe reſolutions. I 
ſtrengthen, by reflectlons“ on the wiſdom of God: 
how much better HE Knows to chuſe for me, than 
I could for myſelf; "atid how unavailing i impatience 
is undder Als 1 cannot "prevent. Then I conſider 
how ſmall my pumifhmeht is, in compariſon of 
What 1 deſerve, and ſhould ſuffer, + was not the Al- 
mighty infinitely merciful ; and what bleffings af- 
fictions are productive of, When received with hu- 
mility and reſigriation: and yet after all this, how 
oſten do T catch. my deceitful heart breathing an 
impious ſign, and by this ſecret complaint accuſing 
| providehce ! How often are my eyes lift up, with a 
„ Lerd! why am I thus miſerable? Why, While 
I ſee all around me gay and proſperous, muſt 
alone be unfortunate, and mourn without find- 
ing one to on, pooh fave] hes to de- 
* 8 'the ba” ted in every thing 1 
& Have ſet my e on, and deceived by 5 5 
« friend 1 wake truſted 112 — With this ſurprizing 
botdhefs bave Ldared to expoſtulate with my Maker; 


and yet his mercy {till allows ; ihe wh ive fe 
keene e alle Deng! nf. 


_ 


[55] 
more offend thee by a diſcontented wort or 1 
but grant that every faculty of my ſdul 70 be A 
perfect reſignation to thy will ; and by this reſigna- 
tion acquire that tranquillity and peace, which all 


ef of the { ble 
ges a 4be $i ce 1 3 e 
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vie every little he fri Te 1 
common occurrences of life. How weak (I ci 

is it to be affected by the folly or Il. nature of the 
world! Why fould J regard the filters of pl, 
whoſe low fentiments'are only deſerving ſcorn 

pity? -Can the unreafonable and unjuft — 2 
another rob me of any real merit? Can an envious, 

a malicious, or a detracting ſpeech, do me any ma - 
terial injury, unleſs I give it force myſelf, by my 
impatience and want of temper? No cettainiy: 
nothing from without can hurt me, but by my own 
fault. A mind fortified with religion and philoſophy | 
is proof againſt the darts of either ſenſeleſs tattle, or 
il-natured wit; firm and collected within itſelf, it 
ſmiles ſuperior, and looks down on the ignorant 
and the malicious with pity and contempt. —Thefe 
reſlections are juſt; and Oh that I could reduce 
ther into practice! But here I miferabſy Hall. 
Aſter my ſoul has pfumed herfelf with theſe fine 
notions, and is ready to pronounce herſelf equal 
to every trial, the ſinks in the moft ſhameful man- 


1 A word, oak, nay the very appearance of 


a. flight, — — 
confuſion; and though. I can govern, my, temper 
enough to. hide it from the world, my heart is ready 
to burſt with indignation, and the peace of my 
mind is broke. for ,hours, . perbaps.. days. , Strange 
weakneſs | — But w hy do I call it range? Am I 
not too well acquainted with the fatal cauſe of this, 
and almoſt eyery fin . I am guilty. of? Tis yanity, 
that intolerable vanity which mixes itſelf with all 
Jad, or ſpeak, or think; nay, which is the very 
motive of all my thoughts, words, and actions. 
ö When I look ſtrictly into my deceitful and wicked 
heart, 3; find it f ſo full of this abominable vice, that 
Lregard myſelf, with horror and amazement, and 
yet perhaps the next moment indulge in airy 
bee and ſelf. complacency. Sure there is not 
g, he whole univerſe ſo vain and ſinful a wretch 
af ann” What can I hope, for? What can I ex- 
pe? Will not eternal rejection from the preſence 
of God be juſtly my portion? Oh thought of un- 
utterable horror | My God . my only hope ! can 
I think: of being for ever caſt out 8 the light of 
thy countenance, and live? | Why does not. the 
dreadful idea at once put an end on my being! All, 
the torments of damnation are. ſummed. up in theſe. . 
ſhocking, words. — Eternal rejection from. thy pre- 
ſence | þ oy Oh} gracious and adorable Being! let me 
not be thus beyond imagination curſed. In the 
name of r my bleſſed Saviour I implore thy. pity 715 


* logk, with compaſſion, on; foul Which, * 4 


77 
for, grace and forgiveneſs! a ſoul ſenſible of her 
weak and polluted ſtate, and intirely rely ing on 


thy mercy. Oh ſpeak to this troubled ſea, 
| and all ſhall be calm! Give me ſtrength to reſiſt 


thoſe temptations I (o often Gok under ! But abave 
al, chan change this wicked and decenfulheart, of mine, 
and give me a. new t and a new ſpirit., Mor- 
tify 1 in me, all proud thoughts and yain opinions, of 
myſelf, and let not the-bleffings.thou haſt e 
upon me increaſe my condemnation, by be 
motives fot pride and vain glory. 1 * e 
my eben Oh eee for for the 105 
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THESE, Oh com palfonate | Sayſour, WE thy 
A 484 this 555 gfacivus call, and' ! obey, ite 
1 Come unto ciel, Op. thou lig hit of the w dd 
for reſt; peace and evetlaſting n . rie 
with treading the'paths of folly and Vanity ; Wearied 


with deceitful hopes and. idle fears, and all the gay 


delyſions of this ſublunary world, I come unto thee 
for] peace, and come with full aſſurance of obtain 
* it. Aſſurance founded on n thy promiſes ; thoſe 

promiſes: 


— — — — —— — — 


1 
1 
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to, thee, bleſſed. Jeſus, that 1 may have reſt: Oh 


7861 
promiſes Huch ure trüch kKlelr: wereifck 15 as thy 
own beneficent nature, and unalterable as thy be- 
ing. Heaven and earth ſhall paſs away, but thy 
word ſhalt never fall. Encouraged by this word, 
J come: not even the reflection o my abſolute 
umrorthineß ſhall” keep me from thee. Tis to 
ſinners that this Heavenly call is addreſſed: finners 
that labour under the heavy burden of their of- 
fences, and fuch am I. The "miſerable wretch 


who is chained to the oar, is not more weary of 
bis flavery, . than I am of f my fi Tins : the fins which 


10 eaſily bete et me, and Io often conquer my beſt te- 
boldtion. Every hour T have new reaſon to lament 
my weakneſs, and to confeſs that thy grace is my 
only refuge. O let that grace, which has 'Kept 
me from all infamous crimes, be alſo my preſer- 
vative againſt thoſe fins of the mud, which; though 
hid from the ſhort-ſighted world, are all open to 


thee, and render my ſoul equally odious to the eye 


of beaven. Oh fave" me from myſelf? from "my 
own proud thoughts and vain affections ! — I come 


give me : that felt then ſhall, all be perfect peace 


a 4 ho 4 


and harmony, and my, foul ſhall feel py emotions 


e eee 
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Thi n 2 put on Ken and 1 
mortal muſt put on Immortality.” 


Of Series med eter atk Pave 
and never failing remedy for all the troubles 
and diſappointments of life ! Incorruption and 


immortality ! — Let me dwell on the charming 


words : they carry peace and everlaſting joy in the: 
ſound ; and yet how little can my foul underſtand: 
_ of their real. meaning and full import, clogged by 
this weight of fleſh and blood, darkened vo bun 
cloud of fin and error, what true idea can ſhe form 
of incorruption ? But if the faint ſhadow and diſtant 
proſpect affords ſuch inexpreſſible delight, What 
will the full enjoyment give? Imagination is loſt in 
the dazzling reſlection } All the ſcenes of this lower 
world vaniſh as a miſt before tha ſun, and my 
elevated ſoul wholly abſorpt in contemplation of 
thoſe mighty bleſſings ſeems to ſoar above the 
ſtars, and launch at once into the fea of eternity. 


My God | My everlaſting hope ] Great and adota- 


ble Creator of all things l Where: ſhall I find Words 
expreſſive of my wonder, my joy and gratitude ? 
Thy mexey, thy free and boundleſs; merey, from 
nothing called me into being, and a gary 
capable of an endleſs duration. Formed: nie for: 

eternity] And what raiſes the benefit inifinitely: 
| higher, for an eternity of | happineſs. Not the: 
united power of men and devils can deprive me —4 


\ 
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this without my own conſent : and if I am miſera- 
ble 1 have no one to blame, except myſelf. If, 
' Oh my God, thy juſtice diſplays itſelf in my pu- 
niſhment, I will adore that juſtice, and (Oh forgive 
the boldneſs of the expreſſion I) was that adorable 
juſtice. to plunge me into the torments of hell, I 
ſhould ſtill dove: thee; I- could not help it. And 
would- it be poſſible for me to be miferable (even 
in this place of horror) while that principle ruled 
in my ſoul ? Again, O merciful God ! L implore 
forgiveneſs for this. bold enquiry: but I adore thee 
paſt all expreſſion, and the notions I have of thy 
divine attributes inſpire me with an unbounded 
confidence. Unworthy as I am of the leaſt of all 
thy mercies, I cannot but hope for the greateſt; 
and in the midſt of my continual offences, I look 
up to thee, as my friend, my only refuge and con- 
tant bene factor. When I grieve for my ſins, tis 
not from fear of puniſhment, but from the cutting 
reflection of my black ingratitude, in offending my 
Creator and Preſerver, the God in whom 1 live, 
and move, and have my being; the God to whom 
F owe inflnitely more than I can conceive; to 
whom Loe che glorious and the aſſured hopes of 
incotruption and immortality; And here again, 
Omy soul, take wing, again loſe thyſelf in the 
bliſsful proſpedt I Think. on the joy thou wilt feel 
when this corruptible ſhall have put on incorrup- 
tion; when this companion (which ſpite of the 
miſeries ĩt betrays hee. into, is AY dear und ſtil 
214) ; too 


I 1811 
too tenderly beloved) ſhall become ( inſtead of a 
Clog, or à ptiſon) a vehicle pure and etherial; per- 
feRly fitted for all the purpoſes of thy" enlarged 
faculties, and the completion of thy glory and 
happineſs. O bleſſed and deſirable re. union! State 
of permanent delight, and never fading joy With 
what rapture does thy idea inſpire my ſoul] Fired 
by thoughts like theſe, I riſe far above the moſt . 
glorious proſpedts, earth, with all her boaſted v va- 
Tieties, can give. Pleaſures, riches, honours, what 
are ye all? Emptineſs and nothing — at the leaſt 
glimpſe of eternal day, how ye vaniſh, i into ſoft air! 
Loſt are all your ſhining toys; your painted glories 
intirely loft | And Oh may their deluding ſhadows 
never return to darken my foul ! May the God 1 in 
whom I truſt, preferve. me from all their tempta- 
tions; may his mercy ever protect and guide me, 
and bring me in the end to that ſtate of incorrup- 
tion and immortality, which I hope for through the 
merits and mediation of our ever ua 2 155 
Saviour Jeſus La, +, 
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Dn Pets laid. . e Gol 4 1 no re- 
| beer of per fans 3, but, in very nation. be that 
1 feareth hin 18 e ee it ac- 
erpred of bim. 


Tus, text is fo Nl A Piber of the unreaſon- 
ableneſs and folly x national or religious pre- 
Judices, that one woul imagine it ſhould intirely 
baniſh thoſe odious. and pernicious Principles from 
the whole chriſtian world : but daily experience too 
plainly diſcovers the contrary.; and the very. people 
who would be thought to haye the greateſt zeal for 
the glory of God, ahd the good of ſouls, are of all 
others, the readieſt, to condemn, thoſe who diſſent 
from chem. Tis a common (though a falſe aſſer- 
tion) of the libertine part of mankind, that prieſts 
Pk all religions are the ſame ; but they might truly 
- affirm, that bigots of all religions are the ſame, 
equally geſtructive of the peace of their fellow-crea- 
tures, ani the laws' of tivil ſpciety. What wild 
havock, what horrid {eehes of blood and faughter, 
have been produced by miſtaken zeal and blind pre- 
judice ? The hiftories of former times abound with 
ſhocking inſtances: of this kind; and, ftrange in- 
conhiſtency ! The perſecuted party have no ſooner 
got the upper hand, but they have, with the power, 
aſſumed the ſpirit of their perſecutors, and been 
guilty of the very acts of injuſtice they had ſo 
bo dly exclaimed againſt. *Tis true, the degrees 
kinds of perſecution differ, according to the 
particular 
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particular notions of the ſets, or the particular 
| 5 of the ſtates where it is practiſed; but perſe- 


_  <ution, in whatever ſhape or degree, is til perſe- | 


cCutioh, and proceeds from. that ſpirit of prejudice 
and bigotry which makes us look an God as a re- 
ſpecter of perſons, and on all thoſe who differ from 
us as his enemies, and conſequently, deſerving no- 
thing at our hands but contempt and cruelty, . Thus 
the furious Roman Catholic brands with the name of 
heretic, all who are w ithout the pale of his church, 
purſues them with fire — ſword in this world, and 
ſentences them to eternal puniſhment in the next; 
and the ſtanch ſour Proteflant devoutly expatiates 
on the crying ſin of idolatry, never thinks of the 
pope without joining with him, antichriſt and the 
devil, abſolutely pronounces the church of Rome 


to be the whore of Babylon, and expects (with great 
chriſtian charity) that in a few ages more the and 


. alt ker membem will be frallowed wp in dhe bow 


tomleſs pit, the lake of fire and brimſtone: nay, 


the bigows of (even) the little wifling ſects into which 
the reformed. religion is ſubdivided, all agree mu- 
tually to damn each other, and wholly. to appro- 
Priate to thoſe of their own denomination, the title 
of God's church, and God's choſen, — Surptizing 
narrowneſs of ſoul! Worſe than Fewiſh ſtupidity! 
They had ſome excuſe, for, their arrogancy: the 


particular manner in which providence bad diftin- 


guiſhed them from the reſt of the world, ſeemed to 


be ſome foundation for their pride 6@build on 3 and 


'tis 
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*tis not to be wondered that the dark ſhadow of the 
law ſhould almoſt totally obſcure the Principles of 
charity and univerfal Nec but that people 
under the” lorlous aiſpeiifition of the opel, men 
h preter to be followers of that 102 whoſe 
whole life was A ſcene of moderation ahd charity, 
-wh6 lald down bis life for his ei emies, and prayed 
fort his murderers: in 4 word, © at chri ſtians ſhould 
\deſpiſe; hate, and perſecute their Wenke 
is n conſideration equally melabcholly and amazing. 
Miſtaket men F' Is tlien the Steat Clans of the 
univerſe, the' preferver f al his creatures, the 
God of 1 mercy ercy; who 0 ach not that any c one ſhould 
perifh, 4s this 206rble being 4 SA reſpecter of | perſons? 
3s his Jules t be biaſſech by your fol. diftinc- 
tions ? Ot his mere) Tefſened 185 your unchafitable | 
Judgments * Iq vain you" would make the Almighty 
a party in your quartel, and pretend to be fighti 
his cauſe'! He diſclaims ſuch furious champions; 3 
nor will true religion allow of defenders; who ax 
deſtroying the moſt glorious part of her ſyſtem, tht 
principle of univerſal charity, Which in 'the apoſtoli- 
cal times was the diſtinguiſhing mark of chriſtianity. 
It was then ſaid, See how theſe chriſtians love one 
another ! But now (ſad contraſt !) ſee how theſe 
cheiſtizis hate one another! Oh bleſſed! and eve {ol 
merciful God! look down with” copafflon ont 
deplorable ſtate of che chriſtian'worlf'! Sec how 
thy church is laid waſte and rent aſünder, by the 
N malice, or blind zeal of particular Ae : in 
2. | one 
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Anden een in another un · 


— by ſceptiſm; and every where robbed of 

her primitive peace and purity. Oh reſtore that 
. Reſtore that peace | Heal her breaches, 
reform her ſuperſtitions, and grant that we may, 
with one heart and one mind, with univerſal love 
and unbounded charity to our fellow-creatures, and 
a firm and lively faith in our bleſſed Redeemer, 
adore thee the only true God; and, after a life of 
piety and virtue in this world, attain one of unal- 
terable glory and happineſs in the next. Amen. 


00 Ged 7 art my „ Gut! 36h will ! ſeek thee. 


YN HEN we are deprive of al the joys of life, 
betrayed by thoſe we truſted, forſaken by 


our friends, ' triumphed over by our enemies, and 
robbed of our deareſt hopes, where and to whom 
muſt we go for relief? What comfort can be hoped 
in a condition ſo deſperate? — Will reflection on 
the paſt give us eaſe? — Alas! it makes our 
wounds ſtill deeper; and every remembrance of the 
treachery of our friends, or the malice of our ene- 
mies, draws a new figh from the oppreſt and 
aching heart, and a freſh tear from the ſinking 
eye. — Shall we look forwards ? — All dark and 
| EO ONO and the mind, _—_ 5 
| Wi 
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16 
with aflliction, and wholly depreſt by piaſ and dic 
appointment, Ahudders at the thought of launch- 


ding again into the. ſea of deluſions, ; ef again truſt- 


ing, and being again deceived. In eircumſtances 
o deplorable, nathing can calm our grief, nothing 
afford us ane moment's peace, but ſeeking early 
after God ; and happy! thrice happy! that ſoul, 
which can ſay with the royal Pſalmiſi, O G 


thou art my Gods ny refuge in all n difireſſes, my 
' -only hape, and everlaſtling peace 1 — A man who can 


look up to the great author of nature with a confi- 
dence like this, who can ſeek after God with full 
aſſurance of finding him, and in him a ſure relief 


for all the troubles and miſeries of life, - is ſuperior 


to all events, and may be happy in the moſt ter- 
rible. afflictions. Is he deptived of his eſtate, and 
reduced to a deſpiſed and unrelieved poverty, he is 
Rill rich in the pleaſing bopes that his God will one 
day beſtow on him a glorious and never-failing in- 
beritance. Is he by death robbed of his deareſt 


friends? His grief is immediately calmed, by the 


thoughts of that eternal ſtate to which he is every 


moment approaching, and where be will meet thoſe 


dear objects of his tenderneſs, never, never to be 
parted from them more. Is his reputation made a 


ſactiſice to ſpite and calumny, and himſelf con- 


demned, reviled, and hated by all his acquain- 
tance ? Still true to bis principles, and firm in his 
truſt on the Almighty, he braves the ſtorm, and 
with Joy looks forward to that day, when his ac- 


cuſers 
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cuſers ſhall be covered with ſhame and confuſion; 
and his innocence be openly declared in the fi ght 


of men and angels. Is he betrayed by thoſe he 
truſted with an unbounded confidence, by thoſe 
who were dear to him as himſelf, and for whoſe 
life he would freely have paid his own? Even in 


this aMiQion-(which is of all others the moſt grating 5 


to human nature) he is ſtill maſter of himſelf, and 
poſſeſſing his ſoul in patience and reſignation, looks 
up to that friend who will never deceive him, to that 
God who is truth itſelf. Convinced of the folly 


of placing his love and truſt on creatures, he for 


the future fixes it wholly on the eternal Creator, 
and acknowledges with ſincerity the mercy of God, 


in thus graciouſly releaſing his heart from thoſe de- 


luding ties, which had ſo often drawn him from 


the center of the true happineſs and end of his be- 


ing. Thus bleſſed is he, who can ſay with faith, 
gratitude, and humility, O God, thou art my 


| God! — Grant, Oh moſt adorable and omnipo- 


tent Being! grant me this glorious privilege !' I 
have nothing more to aſæ. That thou art my God, 
is a bleſſing infinitely greater than the whole crea- 
tion can beſtow infinitely beyond all I can afk or 
conceive. Poſſeſſed of this, I can defy the com- 
bined malice of men and devils, Welcome diſ- 
treſs, poverty, diſappointment, and affliction of all 
kinds, even what I have moſt dreaded! Welcome 
all, if it is the will of heaven! What hurt are ye 
capable of doing me, while I can ſay to the rock of 

a 1 ages, 


; 1 188 
ages, « Thou art my God ?” And certainly; Oh 
thou fountain of life and author of all good, tis thy 
gracious will that 1 ſhould thus addrefs thee; | elſe 
why this firm reliance on thee in all my aMiQions ? 
Why this intire confidence in thy merey and good- 

neſs, in the midſt of my ſufferings? How often, 
when my heart has been fir nking under a load of 
ſorrow, have'l found relief: and comfort, by ap- 
plying to thee? In troubles which I have thought 
impoflible to be endured, thou haſt been my ſup- 
port; and when at any time 1 have been tempted 
to diſcontent, and dared to murmur and complain, 
how quickly has thy grace inſpired me with re- 
morſe for my impiety, and enabled me to make a 
new act of reſignation to thy providence | Sure and 
infallible proofs that thou art my God! And Oh 
may I never repay thoſe inſtances of thy compaſſion. 
and tender mercy with ingratitude! Never more 
diſtruſt the power which has fo often delivered me 
But grant, Almighty F ather, that in all the trials 
thou haſt allotted me in this mortal ſtate, I may 
ſeek thee early, and in ſeeking thee find all the 
bleſſings thou haſt promiſed, peace and perfe& tran- 
quilkity i in this life, and everlaſting joy and happineſs 
inthe next! Theſe favours, theſe bleflings I implore - 


in the name, and for-the fake of my merciful Re- 
1281 Jelus Chriſt, 


2 * 
« *4 4 4 1 ; - 4 ' 
— A = * 
ob * 
1 = 5 
g g A 
* - 
* 
4s 


7 


5 150 ] 


* 1 * * . 
oo } 


+ FE F "Fa T3 p 5 
111 $* 174 AT I. £ * 4 1 Nel 1 


a0 euil, en of deadly polſin. 


er ſure, were thoſe words of the apoſtle 

more fully verified than in the preſent age! A 
perſon muſt be intirely a ſtranger to the world, who 
is not ſenſible of this, and convinced by dear-bought 
experience, what an unruly, evil the tongue is; 
how full, of deadly poiſon 'Tis indeed a monſter 
which no art can tame, and as indefatigable as 
cruel: unwearied in doing miſchief, it ſhoots its 
venom on every ſide; the moſt innocent life is 
not exempt from its wounds, and a conſpicuous 
and uncommon merit is attacked by it with re- 
doubled. fury. The horrible miſchiefs which baye 


0 been occaſioned by a wicked and ſlander ing tongue 
are not to be numbered, and yet they are con- 


tinually increaſing: whole hecatombs of reputa- 


tions are daily ſacrificed by an ill-natured ſtory, 


ſeaſoned with a little falſe wit; nay, by a ſingle 


word, a diſtant hint, or inyidious ſneer ! Scandal 


and detracion haye an abſolute and unbounded ſway 
in all ranks and conditions of men; even people 
who pretend to religion, and an uncommon ſhare 
of piety, are not free from this vice: *tis true they 
would not for the world tell a lie, or be the inven-: 
tors of a malicious ſtory ; but then they will not 
ſcruple canvaſling in the ſtricteſt manner, the moſt 
trivial actions of their neighbours, and paſſing judg- 
ment according to the particular notions they have 
Ry I 3 of 
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of things. Good people certainly will not talk 
ſcandal; but ſure a little barmleſs detraction may 
be indulged : - beſides it ſhews their zeal for religion, 
and the abhorrence they have for any thing that 
looks like fin; and then it is ſo natural to find fault, 
and gives the cenſors ſuch an air of ſuperiority, . and 
at the ſame time affords an opportunity for diſplay- 
ing their great humility and modeſty, in the ſalvoes 
they never fail to make uſe. To be ſure one ought 
not to judge, but I really think that muſt be with 
a bad deſign, — Certainly one ſhould think the beſt, 
but *tis very plain when people live in that manner, 
they can have no ſenſe of any thing that is good ; 
and where they think to go when they die, is ſur- 
prizing to me.— am very ſorry to ſay it, and would 
have you very cautious how you mention it again, 
but ſure. ng creature ever acted in ſo ſhocking and 
ridiculous a manner as he did in that affair. — I 
don't know, its hard judging, and God only knows 
the heart; but for my part, I would not have ſo 
much to anſwer for, for all the world. Thus 
people who are (perhaps) in all other parts of their 
conduct unblameable, fail in this material one, and 
Pg guilty of the very fault they would ſeem to 
un, 
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elne cee O my foal 8 and pede 
| thou ſo diſquieted within me? 0 put thy truft in 
God ! | 


O G A0, ad mot . God! forgive my 

want of confidence in thee! Pardon and re- 
move this cloud of fear and diſcontent, which now 
fits ſo heavy on my ſoul ! Lotd-I on it would be 
infinitely juſf᷑ to — me with the ills I fear, 
and fo raſhly antielpate; and could I ſuffer alone, 
not one murmuring thought ſhould follow thy ſe- 
vereſt anda, but O my God ! ſhould I be 
wounded through what is ſo much dearer than my- 
ſelf, how inexpreffibly wretched will be my con- 
dition, and how ſhall I be able to make an act of 
reſignation like this! And yet 1 will = I muſt — 


my happineſs to eternal ages depends on it. Ever- 


bleſſed God! Glorious Creator of innumerable 
worlds ! ſhall a worm dare to diſpute with thee ? 
No: if I am to loſe = (O dreadful thought l) but 
if what I fear is to come to aß, thy will be done. 


Thanks; praiſe, aud ever grateful adorations, 
more than I can utter, more than I can conceive, 
be to that merciful being, who has prevented the 
ills I feared, and reftored me the only joy and com- 
fort of my life, the only blefling which can make a 
longer continuance in this mortal ſtate deſirable. 
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4nd Ged aid, Let there be light, nd and there m 
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v o will think; Ste, by de wende * Grigttrs 
| I have quoted, that I am going to write a ſer- 
mon, and have taken them for my text. But I can 
aſſure you I haye no ſuch deſign, nor ſhould I dare 
to attempt ſo ſublime a ſubject; all I intend is, ta 
recommend them to your conſideration: for I am 
perſuaded you could not reflect ſeriouſly on this 
noble expreſſion, without having a much higher 
opinion of its author, than you had the laſt time 1 
heard you tall on this ſubject. Tell me ſincerely, 
did you ever, even in the claſſic writers, ſind an 
idea ſo inexpreflibly grand, conveyed in ſo ſew 
words, and with ſuch a beautiful ſimplicity? God 
ſaid, Let there be light, and there was light.— 
Dwell upon the words. Can there be any thing 
ſtronger or more expreſſive? Oh had I your learn - 
ing and eloquence, what a field would here be to 
| An n in! ! But intirely void of NC: I muſt 
- 1 Aid am, Sir, your, Ke. 
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m0. eee 0. Radu 72 5th, "POR the 
© workers of iniguity may ide e * | 
Chap. xxXiv. Ver. 22. af . 


Srnious ae on theſs . n 
*- ſurely; ſtop the moſt daring ſinner in his career 
| of impiety. The man muſt be hardened indeed in 
the ways of ſin, who is not ſhocked at this thought, 
that all his unjuſt, vile, and abominable actions 
will be one day laid open to the whole world; and 
himſelf (though wiſhing the mountains to fall on 
him, and the hills to cover him) expoſed to the 
view of men and angels, and to the ſcorn and 
tauntings of thoſe accurſed ſpirits whoſe ſuggeſtions 
he has followed, to the ruin of his immortal foul. 
But all this is nothing — light as air, when laid in 
the balance with that moſt dreadful conſequence of 
working iniquity, the anger of an offended God. — 
This is the fulneſs of miſery? Where can a guilty 
| creature hide itſelf from the all · ſeeing eye of the 
Almighty? And what horror muſt ſeize that un- 
happy ſpirit, who feels itſelf thrown from the cen - 
ter of bliſs and glory, and doomed to the torments 
of unavailing repentance and black defpair, by that 
moſt terrible ſentence, Depart ye curſed. Oh 
would vain thoughtleſs man turn his eyes from the 
objects of ſenſe, and the allurements of this preſent. 
world, and conſider what muſt be the certain end 
of indulging his paſſions and vicious appetites, it 
would be impoſſible for him to run 
1750. K 
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AF, AS! hos unfit i is my fout for —_—— 
How ſunk in vanity and folly }. How loſt to 

All thoſe glorious hopes which 01 once. poſſeſſed her ! 
Indolent, inſenſible ! Bleſſed God!] what a ſtrange 
ſtate of mind Jam now ini! At what a dfeaful 
diſtance from thee ! ls it the inſirmity of my body 
that now clouds and overſhadows-my mind? Or is 
it not rather the ſickneſs of the mind itſelf, that 
renders me incapable of addreſſing thee as I ought, 
and buries me in idle cares, vain. diſtractions, and 
imaginations utterly unworthy a rational creature ? 

I ſee too plainly where the fault lies: was this hour 


ſpent in company or trifling diverſions, I ſhould not 


find this heavineſs upon my ſpirits, nor theſe im- 
pertinent diſtractions in my mind, I ſhould- then 
attend to what I was about; my vanity indeed 
would ſtill accompany me, but then it would be a 
ſprightly. vanity, which would keep my ſoul awake. 
But now, becauſe I have ſet this time apart to 
think updn God, I am either overwhelmed with 
ridiculous imaginations, or overcome with ſuch a 
ſtrange gd Ou I ſeem. nu, utter 
loſs of De wh bat el baia Id 15 
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LITTLE DIARY. 


NES DAN the latter end 3 
7 ber, 1753, it you given me to > ſays. 
- . / 
; Dn % . 
Saturday, September 7, 1754. Afﬀter foiritual 
deſertions, and wandering ſome days in the wil- 
derneſs, the love of God returned to my ſoul, and 
| FT again rejoiced in Chriſt as my Saviour. Glory 
be to God, for his free and boundleſs mercy to 
the vileſt of ſinners, to the moſt unworthy and un- 
grateful of all human beings! And Oh Lord, life, 
and light of my ſoul, leave me not again, I humbly 
beſeech thee ! Let every outward comfort be with- 
drawn, and every outward - torment be inflicted, 
* That is, Jehovah is my Lord, and my God. 


{ 
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helptels ſoul 173 55 upon Thee — my 0 Jie 7 Ard 
well thou knoweſt what I have ſuffered in thy ab- 
ſence : how my parched ſoul has fainted for thy 
refreſhing ſtreams ; how it has ſtretched itſelf out 
after thee, and even agoniſed to find thee; and 
then miferably ſunk, and been Perwhetwed Un» 
der the mountain of fin. But now thou art re- 
turned! The fun, of righteouſneſs has roſe with 
healing in his wings, and the mountains have 


flowed down at thy preſence. Where are my 
fins? Waſhed away in the blood of the Lamb !.— 


Where is my. unbelief ? Suddenly vaniſhed ; f 1 
have no doubt now, Jeſus is mine, and God the 


Father is now my reconciled Father through him ; 


and God the Holy Ghoſt is my comforter and 
guide. Oh unſpeakable tranſport, unbounded hap- 
pineſs ! Let this paper bear witnefs for me to the 
= mercies of my Sea. 


N 3 | * 


| January 55 e adi to FO God of 
boundleſs mercy, who has this day, when ſink- 
ing under great heavineſs both of ſoul and body, 
lifted up the light of his countenance upon me, 


and made me drink deep of his redeeming love.— 
Oh ſweeteſt and [moſt compaſſionate Jeſus ! how 
do thy tender mercies follow and ſupport my ſoul; 
- and: ſtill I am ungrateful, and ſtill I am not as 0 
7D | thou 
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thou wouldſt have me to bel Oh when wilt thou 
make a full end of fin, « and bring in thy perfect 
righteouſneſs ? All things are poſſible to thee; 
and do I not know, do I not. taſte that thou art 
gracious | Oh my ſun, my ſhield, life of my life, 
look into my heart; I dare appeal to thine all- 
ſearching eye, that there is nothing ſo dear to it, 
but I would this moment part with it for thee ! 
And why then, deareſt Lord, wilt thou not form 
thy whole bleſſed image in my ſoul? My unwor- 
thinefs I know is greater than that of any other 
creature in the univerſe ; but this unworthineſs 
will the more magnify thy mercy. I have only 
my unworthineſs to plead ; and I have no hope 
but in thine atoning- blood : Oh let this blood, 
which has bought my peace, cleanſe me alſo from 
every fin; and let that bleſſed Spirit; who has 
ſealed and witneſſed this peace to my foul; be now 
a ſpirit of burning, to conſume all my droſs, and 
to purify me even as — Oh glorious proſpect, 
heart enlivening hopes, let me ſink into the duſt 


before thee ! God of glory, God of purity, Iam 


loſt in ſelf-abaſement !* But haſt. thou not pro- 
miſed? And wilt thou not fulfil thine own gra- 
cCious word? Oh give me then perfect ſanctifica- 
tion of body, ſoul, and ſpirit; and let this heavy 
croſs which ſeems now coming upon me, be, by _ 
thine all-powerful grace, turned into a means 
of forwarding thy bleſſed work in my ſoul. 


Let every * wy Run thou: permitteſt to be 
given 


given me, be joyfully received, as ſerving in ſorhs 
me in all things, though ever ſo contrary to my 
corrupt nature, give thanks, and ſay continually, 
Lord not my will, but thine be done. Amen. 
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